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Introduction and Acknowledgements

Why am I doing this book? While doing research into our family, I have found an amazing
wealth of information. At first, it was very confusing as there are so many very good but
different sources and I wanted to make the story of our family simple and complete. 1 wanted
to have an accurate reference of where my family came from. I have also found that our
family is mentioned in so many different books and articles that have been published at
various times over the last 50 years or so and each article or book has a different story to tell
about where we came from and our verbal family history stories.

Various family members have spent a good part of their lives researching our history and this
research is still on-going today. It is because of the various stories about our history that I
wanted to put together the complete story, as it is known now. Some of my work is original
but some of this is book is composed of extracts from other people’s work, where it is
relevant to the story.

Why have I stopped at around 1915, well there are too many Subritzky’s after that and it just
gets too hard so I have stopped at the death of Johan Anton Subritzky, the last of the Sophie’s
children.

On my travels around the world, I have taken many photos of family places and family
documents. Some of these are in this book and I am happy to share these with everyone.
However all photos I in this book are subject to copyright to myself or of the original authors.
Note that in this book photos without a source are generally from Stephen Subritzky.

I know that this book will be controversial but I have merely stated facts as they are known to
me in 2016. I have mentioned the family verbal family history stories and am not saying that
the stories did not happen. What I am saying is that as of today, there is no proof on paper
that the stories are true, whereas there is a paper trail of our family going back to 1785 which
is the main theme of this book. However if the stories are proved to be fact sometime in the
future, I have also included some history and back ground to the verbal stories.

I make no apologies for the direct quotations from various books and other publications. If |
did not use direct quotations, I would have re-written the work already done and the end
result would not have been the same.

There are many references to Romualdous Zubrzycki and also Reinhold Subritzky from the
late 1700°s and early 1800’s. These are both the same person. I have referred to this ancestor
of ours as Romualdous when he was in his homeland of what is now Latvia and Reinhold,
when he was in Germany. Also at that time, names in general were spelt as they were heard
or as people wanted them spelt so there were a variety of spellings for the same name which
is why several people in this book have their name spelt differently on different records.

The village where Romualdous originated has had various names over the years. I have tried
to standardize on the current name of Subate, however it has also been called Subcoz, Subata,



Subbat, Shubitz, Subitz, etc over the years and some of these names will also appear in this

book.

Many thanks must go to all the people who have helped me in various ways, particularly by
letting me have access to, the use of, and at times being able to directly quote, their work.

Firstly there are the excellent publications by Mike Subritzky. Mike’s
publications, “The Subritzky Family Legend”, “Golden Book of Subritzky
Nobility” and the “Subritzky Ships™ have proved to still be an invaluable source
for the early history of the family.

Maria Beniston nee Subritzky from Northland has also written three excellent
books and has kindly let me have access to her notes for her last as yet un-
published book. She also allowed me to copy extracts from her current books.

Alan Wagener has provided a great deal of information.

Jenny Briars and Jenny Leith let me use extracts from their excellent book, “The
road to Sarau” which describes life in the early days in Nelson, and the voyage of
the early settlers aboard the ship “St Pauli”.

Laurel Jonkers nee Quelch, my father’s cousin who is great fun to be around,
shared with me her stories and photos. Her mother was Vida Subritzky.

The Kaitaia Museum for letting me view the Alice Evans collection of family
history information that is in their archives and Judy Evans (Alice Evan’s
daughter) for giving me permission to use her mothers work, documents, letters,
books, etc.

The Museum at Maldon, Victoria, Australia for letting me loose in their archives
with a camera.

Bev Sharp from Western Australia has provided information on the Korber
Family (Sophie’s maiden name was Korber) and Heinrich Deikmann, Old Sophies
second husband.

Finally, I would like to thank my wife Chris for putting up with me sitting with the laptop as
a barrier between me and her or shutting myself in the study for hours on end to complete my
book. She understands of my obsession with my family history. I know that she has enjoyed
the many trips of discovery that we have done together that have been the real inspiration for
this book. It is an interesting side that we managed to track down a village in France and the
Chateau where one of her Grandfather‘s was born and grew up, during our travels.

Without the co-operation of these people, I could not have proceeded with this publication,
thank you all.



A little bit about me

I am Stephen Subritzky born in Invercargill New Zealand, well away from my father Richard
Subritzky’s birthplace and childhood area of Whangaroa and Totora North in Northland. My
parents moved from Invercargill to Auckland when I was two years old and I grew up in
Auckland. In 2003 we moved to Australia and now spend our time between New Zealand and
Australia.

I am related back to both John Anton and his sister Sophia Doris. Through this connection, I
am also related to the Spanhake and Wagener clans.

My contact details
Stephen Subritzky
PO Box 23, Mangonui 0442, New Zealand

Email steve(@subritzky.net Ph NZ 021 159 5613
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The Subritzky Family Legend as I understand it

I am not attempting to emulate Mike Subritzky’s great book “Subritzky Family Legend”. I
am merely stating the verbal history that I was bought up with, along with the documentation
that supports this history. Note that the supporting evidence is a series of newspaper
articles that are based on the verbal history and we have no actual official non news-
media paper trail to substantiate this history.

My Story of the legend

I was always told that our name was made up and previously it was Sobieski and we are
descendants of King Jan III Sobieski of Poland. There was also a link to Bonnie Prince
Charlie from the UK. As far as proof of the current day Subritzky’s being descendants from
King Jan III Sobieski is concerned, I was led to believe that all paperwork proving the link
was destroyed at some stage in the past by either the Russians or Germans. [ was also told
that Poland had at times been ruled by Germany, Russia, and others and because of that, at
some stage, the Sobieski’s were no longer able to live in Poland so escaped to New Zealand
with a new name.

They had their own ship and travelled extensively before settling in New Zealand. They
travelled from Poland to the USA where they participated in the Alaskan Gold Rush to the
South Pacific Islands and finally to New Zealand where they settled in Houhora. Note that
one of the passengers (no relation to the Subritzky’s) on the St Pauli jumped ship in Brazil on
the way to NZ and did participate in the Alaskan Gold Rush.

Part of the family legend I was bought up with is that there are tunnels under the still standing
Subritzky homestead at Houhora, New Zealand. As the Subritzky’s were also supposed to
have been smugglers when they first arrived here, it is understood that they stored their
smuggled goods in these tunnels. These goods included jewellery of which I will give more
details later in this book.

I have more recently been told that the Subritzky’s always travelled with barrels of tar, why
travel around the world in a sailing ship with barrels of tar? Maybe there was something
hidden in those barrels?

As can be read in Mt Camel Calling by Alice Evans, she was the first person to really
question her elders about her family history and get no real answers, so she started her own
research into what we now believe to be the real history of our family. Unfortunately Alice
died in 2004, a year before I found the final proof of her research, in the village of Subate in
what is now Latvia where I found the christening records of Romualdous Zubrzycki.



Extract from Mount Camel Calling by Alice Evans.

“THE DAY AFTER my ordeal on Grandad'’s bicycle is forever stamped on my mind, marking
the end of childish acceptance of family life in the old homestead and the beginning of a
lifetime of research into the intriguing family legend that the Subritzky’s were blue-blooded
descendants of the Royal Polish Sobieski family, driven for mysterious reasons to flee half a
world away from Europe and to change the family name on the way.

It began after breakfast, when Grandad invited me down to his workshop to fiddle with the
microscope. It was an unusual invitation, bringing the same expectancy as of old when I
approached his sanctum. What would he be doing? He was writing a letter, but he looked up
over his specs to say he had forgotten the microscope, so I had better go back to his room to
get it. “And”, he said, tapping the letter, “here’s another relative asking me about family
history. Go to Uncle Fred’s room and bring me a big red history book you’ll find on the
table.”

Intrusion into Uncle Fred’s room? A big red book? I was dismayed, recalling one of the few
times we children were ever allowed in his room, the only touch of magic ever associated
with him. He saw us peeping through his half-closed door at glimpses of amazing things: A
tennis racquet in a press, a brand-new straw boater hat, a paper kite shaped like a bluebird
with outstretched wings, a big box from which spilled painted paper masks, fashionable
entertainment in earlier times.

Our popeyed incredulity must have done something to Uncle Fred, who usually seemed to
have little to offer us, except occasional boiled lollies or liquorice straps from a bottomless
tin he kept in his room. He let us in and showed us the masks and for the next half hour we
transformed ourselves with delight into a policeman in a helmet, a red-nosed clown, a
bewigged La Pompadour, a nigger minstrel, a horned devil, a bonneted baby, an ugly old
man.

But in the middle of it all, my curiosity was our undoing. Uncle Fred caught me
surreptitiously spelling out the words “My Ancestors” from a paper strip marking a place in
a large red volume on his washstand. His face altered as though he had miraculously
exchanged a genial Santa mask for the mask of a devil, and he bundled us out without
ceremony.

So when Grandad asked me to go into his room and get that same frightening red book, 1
dared to protest: “Oh no! Please Grandad, never mind the microscope, thank you. Anyway,
the door will be locked.” Adamant, he said he knew the door was not locked. Uncle Fred was
away sorting kauri gum. He could not finish the letter without the book.

I went up to Grandad’s room, came out over the front step with the microscope and, in
dread, approached Uncle Fred’s door at one end of the veranda. Hoping it was locked I tried
it. It opened. There was the book. In nervous haste, I grabbed it guiltily, shut the door and
made off on tiptoe, as if my uncle could hear me from his gum tip a mile away. But he was
not a mile away. Here he was, barring my way at the garden gate. Looking thunderous.
Looking incredulously at the book. Demanding “What the devil are you doing with that
book?” and reaching out to take it. My stammered excuse about the letter, that I only



intruded because Grandad said, produced an explosive: “The devil Grandad said. You’ll
come with me and I’ll have my say about sneaking.”

An angry scene followed. I retreated in confusion to the very back of the shed where I had
never been before. Lurking there in the grey corner, I tried to shut out the voices by
concentrating on unfamiliar objects in the gloom. But irate snatches penetrated. Grandad
asserted he had a right to supply information if he were the one asked for it. He should not
have to sneak to obtain any book. Uncle Fred insisted that the family history was not to be
passed on to any Tom, Dick or Harry. Grandad retorted that he intended to give dates and
facts, not hearsay stuff.

What began as a row over the right to a book extended to rights and claims from the
beginning here people — scandals — mismanagement — graft — a spinning hurly-burly of
surfacing undercurrents, which I realised I had always subconsciously felt in the atmosphere.
It could be said that, at my impressionable age, I read too much into the recriminations; that
the outburst could be the natural result of three very different people now living a mundane
life, with little else to do but exaggerate every trivial happening as they brooded over past
grudges.

Occasionally, gaining difficult access through other members of the family, intrigued
journalists wrote about his romantic version of the family’s origins and coming to New
Zealand, which brought reflected glory to both the homestead and its owner.

During these last years I approached Uncle Fred, seeking facts and expressing genuine
concern in case records should be lost forever. But in vain. Once again there were those
narrowed eyes, that finger pointing at his forehead, now with angry resentment. “It’s all
there — all there I tell you. It’s not for everybody, any more than this place is.” He became
more and more suspicious of the motives of others in other directions. Unable to afford
maintenance of the property, he refused family offers to repair it, even when a hurricane sent
trees crashing through the picket fences. He neglected his health and was loath to let anyone
help him through sickness. He and the old house decayed together and time did not matter,
except to use for those memories he dwelt on as he sat at the cliff edge, looking across to his
ancestors’ peaceful burial ground on Mt Camel, where he himself was taken in 1960.

If Uncle Fred did have the family records he claimed to have, there was no trace of them in
those papers remaining after a calamitous burn-up of others following his death —
unavoidable, I was told, because of the dirty and decayed state they were in. So the only
alternative has been research through archivists, and other scant records. This I have done
for years, seeking answers to the questions:

Were these Subritzky’s really aristocratic descendants of the Polish Royal Sobieski family?

Did their ancestors, as political refugees, indeed seek shelter in the old Kingdom of Hanover
and elsewhere in Germany, as family legend has it?

What was the origin of the dead father, old Sophie’s mysterious husband, they left behind
when they emigrated?

Why did early European migrants to the Far North treat the family with deference?



Why did early members of the family, in spite of knowing that to do so was a serious offence,
continue to claim direct kinship with Polish royalty?

Why were the large European Court pictures in the parlour of the old house transported
across the seas to New Zealand?

Looking back into family papers so long only guessed at, has always brought me a strong
feeling of trespasser’s guilt. And this was never more so than when I actually laid hands
again on Uncle Fred’s guarded red book of Polish history.

But if Uncle Fred could have seen my thoughts as I read of the mighty exploits of King John
Sobieski, he might have been mollified to know that for me it was easy to understand the very
human family wish to retain any possible association and to identify their own forebears with
events of that period. And from these to hand down stories as if they themselves had taken
part. Diligent research by responsible historians can neither prove nor contradict stories
told with conviction by family elders, but certainly the results of my wide enquiries give food
for thought.

Present-day family members have seen significant heirlooms. There is the story of a black
box of precious papers spirited away from the deathbed of a great-uncle. The scanty
recorded information available within the family, and later from archivists, together with the
family reputation for secretiveness, lends credence to the theory that a family conspiracy of
silence was once imposed for safety’s sake. But in contradiction, their natural arrogance,
Churchillian showmanship and gift for storytelling made it inevitable that the Subritzky’s
should hint at blue blood.

And it is certain that, whatever contradictory evidence may be found, original stories will be
staunchly upheld by those who insist that where there is smoke there is fire; and that
somewhere from such stories as Subritzky soldier campaigns, Court intrigue, boar hunts,
banquets, refugee flights and sanctuary among peasants, there could still emerge the elusive
ancestors of that key figure, matriarch Sophie’s husband. As yet there is no decisive answer
to the last words of the believers: “Then why did the legend begin?”

It was not until November 1973, that my European archivist found that Sophie’s husband
was Reinhold Zubritzky, born in 1785 (89 years after Sobieski rule), who came from Riga on
the Baltic Coast to Uelzen, Germany, where he married Sophia Kérber in 1817 and died in
Liineburg in 1833, nine years before the widow and her family came to Nelson. As yet there
is no record of his birthplace, or of his forebears, wherein must be the answer to the riddle.
And although there is no additional evidence of Sobieski-Subritzky connection in Grandad’s
diaries, I am finding there another later story within the story of this place, the reason for his
statement: “It has had me”; a better understanding of Granny’s apparent hardness, and an
intimate picture of the build-up and crumbling of the Subritzky empire.

But, ironically, after all the eager searching, my innate family loyalty now puts me on guard
with Uncle Fred and the old-timers who declared: “Better left untold.” Is the message in
Ludolph’s portrait eyes: Let us be? And is there not a part of every old place which it must
keep to itself, as a man must keep part of himself where none may go?

From a newspaper review of the book”Mount Camel Calling” by Alice Evans
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And they always had this air of mystery. How did they come by their money, their joy of high
living, their inbuilt air of authority?

Old Fred gave a hint. “Their name” he said “was not Subritzky. It was Sobieski. They
changed it so they could not be found”. But further than that he would not go.

Sobieski was the name of the Polish Royal Family. Had there been a scandal at court? Has
some vast European fortune been spirited away? What was that picture in the parlour
opposite a Napoleonic battle scene? It had been bought from Europe and it clearly depicted
a royal occasion.

Fred let it be known that he knew. But he wasn'’t telling. He was buried with his ancestors on
the slopes of Mt Camel across the narrow channel from the Subritzky homestead in 1960,
still without telling.

The Red Book book supposedly contained our real history but was never made available to
anyone. Why was the information in the book hidden from the family?

This indicates to me that there was something being hidden in our family history. However
Alice’s Grandad and Uncle Fred both died without giving out any additional information, or
the location of the Red Book that contained the family history. There are various stories as to
the fate of the Red Book. These include being burnt, buried under the homestead in Houhora
and I have even spoken to someone in Northland who claims to know where it is but is not
telling. That same person has also said that the contents will never be made public to anyone,
even family historians due to anyone viewing the book will have bad luck!!

We do know that the Subritzky Family in the time 1860 to 1915 were very wealthy by the
standards of the day. They owned land, farmed land, dug for Kauri Gum, traded Kauri Gum,
had 2 shipping lines (JL Subritzky and WM Subritzky had their ships and J A Subritzky had
his own fleet). There was confusion about the 2 different companies. However all was not
good as there were several Bankruptcies, many court cases, suspicious dealings, unexplained
marriages, etc. J L Subritzky and W A Subritzky lived at Hohoura in the homestead whist
their younger brother J A Subritzky lived in Awanui — was there a conflict between the
brothers? All this information is from newspaper articles.

Did the Red Book have family scandal from earlier days. Were the Subritzky brothers exiled
from their village of Subate because they fought with Napoleon and lost after fighting their
neighbours? Did Old Sophie have children to other men? Was she in a unmarried relationship
with Heinrich Deitmann before she left Hamburg?

Did our family take the Polish Crown Jewels?

Are we really related to the Sobieski Family with proof in the Red Book? That relationship
would have had to be in the 1600 or early 1700’s

The answers to these questions may have been in the Red Book
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Alan Wagener’s version on the fate of the Red Book

There is the story in the family of Sophie's 'little red book' which was reputed to contain
records of the time she and the family had spent in Royal company, enjoying the Hunt and
the extravagant lifestyle of the upper class of the era. Given that Sophie was born a weaver's
daughter, it does seem unlikely that she would have experienced much Royal involvement,
even when allowing for the Subritzky royal connections from their Polish/Lithuanian/Latvian
background. Reinhold was a worker with bricks and walls, and it seems equally unlikely that
he would have such excellent weekends off...

The little red book stayed with Sophie until she died, and reportedly came into the hands of
the Wagener who eventually took over the Houhora (NZ) homestead. This man reportedly
laughed long and loud when he eventually got to read the book, then destroyed it.

So what might have been in that book? The one logical thing a woman would place on record
is the names and birthdates of her children. All her children.

It is worth noting the relative birth dates of these children, in those times there were no
convenient contraception methods and in almost every case the wife produced child after
child each year, occasionally losing one or another, in which case there would be a sad little
grave in some strange new place. We have no records of children dying in Hannover or
Uelsen, so the assumption has to be either that there were no births, OR that those children
simply were not on the trip.

(Authors note: It has been suggested by family historians that Sophie may have had children
that were not recorded in our family history to another man while Romualdous was away —
possibly his brother, this have never been confirmed).

The Wagener family member would have been greatly amused if he discovered this, but he
would most certainly respect the private nature of the information and would never reveal
the truth. We all know that what goes around, comes around, and the Wagener Family had
enough skeletons of their own to recognise this, plus it was the social pattern of the day to
hide such facts from those who might feel hurt.

So were there other children, and did they go to America or elsewhere? There is no evidence
to hand to say this is so; each person will have to look at the facts and surmises and judge for
themselves. The one thing that is proved is that the old people were in their day as human
and as fallible as we are today. Little changes...

The final chapter on the legend once again comes from Mike Subritzky,

in his book published in 2005

The Subritzky Legend: This Golden Book does not feature the “Subritzky Legend” of our
ancestors actually being the blood descendants of HM King Jan Il Sobieski of Poland apart
from this statement:

Our ancestors here in New Zealand, passed down by word of mouth and story, a Legend that
the Subritzky family were not descended from the noble family ZUBRZYCKI-KUSZA, but
rather the noble family JANINA-SOBIESKI. The Legend says that the children or grand-
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children of King Jan Sobieski, fearing for their safety took the name of the senior Knight in
charge of the gardens and grounds at the ‘Palace of Wilanow, which is located just outside
of Warsaw, and fled to his village in Northern Poland. This to date has neither been proved
nor disproved.

Although it is also perhaps worth mentioning that on the night the Polish Crown Jewels and
Royalty treasures were stolen from the Royal Castle in Krakow, the senior nobleman in
charge of the Castle was a retired Artillery Captain named Zubrzycki. . Coincidence? Who
knows?

This captain was not Romualdous as he was only 10 years old in 1795, but was he related to
Captain Zubrzycki? More on this in the Appendix.

Perhaps some time in the future if there is enough interest a DNA test or suchlike will be
carried out on the mortal remains of King Jan Ill Sobieski and the Legend answered
conclusively. Enough said. Michael S-K.

Mike Subritzky, with the help of Polish historians, has traced all the legitimate children from
King Jan III Sobieski and they have found no connection to the Subritzky family unless there
are un-recorded children — either legitimate or illegitimate.

However all is not lost. King Jan III Sobieski and his wife Maria are in crypts in the “Royal
Cathedral at Wawel” in Krakow, Poland. One day I hope that we will be able to have the
Subritzky family DNA compared with the Sobieski DNA as Mike suggests — interesting to
see the results.

So why the legend, we know that Romualdous was a Bricklayer and his wife Sophie a
Weaver, neither occupation is something that a Royal would consider. Maybe they had
some of the missing Polish Crown Jewels and had to account for them somehow so
started the legend?? Or did the legend start in later years by their children for whatever
reason??

The real question is “What were Uncle Fred and his ancestors trying to hide?”

Newspaper Articles

The first of several articles from newspapers in the 1960’s and 1970’s are shown on the
following pages. They give a clue that all is not well with the legends that I have been bought
up with. (Note, I do have copies of these articles but they are poor photocopies that are not
suitable for re-publication).

Much of my verbal history (legend) was backed up by the newspapers of the day (1960°s) but
they were only repeats of the verbal legends from other family members.

The mystery deepens as can be seen in an extract from the following newspaper article that
throws suspicion on the Sobieski legend:

The Subritzky story was tantalizing incomplete, a circumstance that clearly gave Fred a
great deal of pleasure. As told, it was one of those nods and winks tales, a succession of hints
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rather than facts. The teller revelled in the mystery. His tone suggested if we only knew what
he knew, our astonishment would be unbounded.

The next article states:
Polish Royalty?

Everyone who knows the North has heard of the Subritzky’s, more particularly the men of the
second generation — seafaring men who owned and sailed such famous schooners as the
“Greyhound”, (later bought by the Northern Steam Ship Company) and the "Madora".

1t is known that the Subritzky’s came from Polish stock. It was believed that they were high
born. But it appeared that the name was unknown in Poland.

That is not surprising, the name is a pure invention. I have heard today that the name is
Sobieski. And Sobieski, I am told, was the family name of the Polish kings. What ripple in the
Royal circles led to the migration which ended on the opposite side of the globe is not known.
If that is clear is that a handful of Poles, led by Louis Sobieski and his brother Henry, left
their native land in the first half of last century to lead new lives in new lands.

They had plenty of money and they had their own boat. For a start, they explored the
Mediterranean and the Near East. Then they turned their backs on the old world.

They took part in the Californian Gold Rush. Later the lure of gold took them to Australia.
Finally they came to New Zealand.

Text of “The Sobieski’s Down Under by Noel Holmes
THE SOBIESKIS DOWN UNDER.

Do you remember the Sobieski story? The Sobieski’s were Polish aristocrats. John Sobieski,
second-to-last king of Poland, ‘won the battle of Vienna in 1776 and was said to have “saved
Europe from the Turks.” The Sobieski’s married into European royal families. John’s grand-
daughter Clementina, for example, married James IlI, pretender to the Scottish throne, and
her son was Bonnie Prince Charlie. She is buried in the Vatican. But something happened in
Poland — no one is quite sure what. And the upshot was the Sobieski’s were no longer in
favour. They left the country and became wanderers.

About 1830 three brothers landed at Houhora Heads, Northland. They were somewhat
haughty men. They had a retinue. They had money. They had ships. They said their name was
Subritzky.

SMUGGLERS

They built a sturdy house —plastered with lime from shells burnt on the beach — and this
became their head-quarters. They acquired land in the north—thousands of acres. They
quarrelled with Sir George Gray over the ownership of Kawau Island. Their little ships
roamed the South Pacific and visited Australia, They were their own importers and
disapproved of paying duty—a polite way of saying they were smugglers. They married
locally and the clan multiplied. Today there are Subritzky’s everywhere, many of them highly
successful people. Although they are scattered, they hold one piece of knowledge in common.
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Although they wouldn’t dream of changing it now, they know their name is assumed. The real
name should be Sobieski.

Following is a letter responding to a newspaper article on the family history, sent by a family
member.

Maritime Family

Sir, - the article on the seafaring Subritzky family which appeared recently in the Herald
Waterfront Notes, were inaccurate in several respects in dealing with the family history. The
aristocratic Sobieski family, as they were then known, fled from Poland (not Czechoslovakia)
about the middle of last century as a result of political upheaval in the Polish Court. After
travelling all over the world in their own vessel in search of a new home, they arrived in
Australia and changed their name to Subritzky for safety, built up a business in the town of
Maldon.

In 1860, the family moved to New Zealand, leaving one brother John Anton Sobieski (the
Capt John Subritzky mentioned in the article) to manage the business. They settled finally in
Houhora, built a home and began a thriving business. John Subritzky came to New Zealand
in 1867 and took over the family shipping service which carried produce to Auckland. Their

’

vessels included two Madoras, the “Greyhound” and the “Mahurangi”.
Hemana, Whangarei

As you can see, there are people who are getting one story from their elders with no
substance and there are newspapers writing stories that have been handed down and
there is really no clear pattern or evidence to support the Sobieski story. Why are there
so many different stories published in the 1950°s to 1970’s, and all with no written
proof. Maybe this is what led Alice Evans into a lifelong search of the real story.

Alice Evans and Mike Subritzky have traced our family from the current day to the late
1400’s and the Sobieski name does not appear in their findings. In fact they started looking
for the Sobieski linkage and came up with the paper trail that this book is all about, but no
proof that the Sobieski legend is reality.

On one web site you will find the Sobieski and Zubrzycki names linked, but there is no proof
of this linking anywhere else on the net. This site had one of King Jan III’s grandsons as the
Grandfather of Romualdous, however that grandson died at 9 months old and could not have
fathered children.

If Romualdous who was a bricklayer was a descendant of King Jan Sobiseki III, why did he
marry a commoner, Sophie Korber who’s father was a weaver and very poor.

However, I still have an open mind about the Sobieski connection and if any family
member can come up with a paper trail or even a few clues as to where we are
connected, I will certainly pursue the connection.

Our elders also talked about coming to NZ in their own ship when we know now that they
came to NZ as immigrants on the “St Pauli” because of shipping records, etc.
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Note: I was always bought up with the knowledge that all Subritzky’s had royal blood. This
is not quite true — all Subritzky’s are descended from the same family and are all related. Our
blood may not be of royalty but is most probably from nobility as Mike Subritzky has
discovered. A recent quote from Mike is “Kingship of Poland was not hereditary. The King
was elected and was King only for his lifetime. Upon his death a new King was elected, so
even if the Subritzky's were blood descendents of the Great Sobieski, they would still only be
Polish nobility (which is hereditary, see the Appendix for more information) and not Royalty.
Kiwi Subritzky’s are making "English" comparisons to a Polish tradition.”

Mike and other members of our family have made great strides in tracing likely family
threads and we now have firmer data connecting the original 'Zubrzycki' family name back in
Polish history to when the Asian Golden Horde thundered in from the east. As far as [ am
concerned, my trip to Subate, Latvia in 2005 where I viewed and photographed the church
records recording the birth of Romualdous Zubrzycki confirmed this link.

As a consequence it must be understood that the Subritzky Family history as related here is
based on the modern variant, for the family were known in what is now Latvia as Zubrzycki
and Germany, Nelson and in Australia as 'Subritzky'. Indeed, as far as we know there are no
other family members branching off this one important genealogy. However recent research
has shown that there are a number of families in the USA with the surname Zubritzky that
have exactly the same family legends as our Subritzky family, but are originally from
Austria, Hamburg and Riga. These people are mainly from areas where our family came
from. That’s very interesting. Are we related?

The modern variant of our family tree is fully supported by a “paper trail” i.e. official
records dating back to the oldest record we have from 1785 in Subate in what is now
Latvia. The Sobieski references in this book are for interest only.

So the big question still remains, is the legend all legend or reality? And if it is legend, why
make up stories such as we have read in this chapter? If it is reality, where is the evidence
that it is the truth other than word of mouth? Read on and make up your own mind.

So much for the legend, now for the facts as we know them today.
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Subritzky family from approx 1400 to 1840

The following is from Mike Subritzky

Historically the Subritzky (Polish spelling = Zubrzycki) family can trace direct descent from
the ancient Tartar Princely House of Subotai (Golden Horde). Subotai was one of Genghis
Khan'’s greatest Generals.

Subotai commanded armies whose size, scale, and scope of operations surpassed all of the
commanders of the ancient world. Under his direction and command, Mongol armies moved
faster, over greater distances, and with a greater scope of manoeuvre than any army had
ever done before. His legacy lives to the present day, for much of the theory and practice of
modern military operations was first used by Subotai. The modern emphasis on speed,
manoeuvre, surprise, envelopment, the rear battle, the deep battle, concentration of
firepower, and the battle of annihilation, all emerged as tactical skills first practiced by this
great Mongol General.

Subotai died at age 73, by which time he had conquered 32 nations and won 65 pitched
battles, as the Muslim historians tell us. For 60 of those years, Subotai lived as Mongol
soldier, first as a lowly private who kept the tent door of Genghis himself, rising to be the
most brilliant and trusted of Genghis Khan's Generals. When Genghis died, Subotai
continued to be the moving force of the Mongol army under his successors. It was Subotai
who planned and participated in the Mongol victories against Korea, China, Persia, and
Russia. It was Subotai's conquest of Hungary that destroyed every major army between the
Mongols and the threshold of Europe. Had the great Khan not died, it is likely that Subotai
would have destroyed Europe itself.

In 1401, at the invitation of the King of Poland, four regiments entered Lithuania in the
service of the king. The Grandfather of Fiedz was a member of “Kondrat” banner. It was
said that all the men who served under the “Kondrat" banner were of the highest class of
Tartar nobility and blood descendants of Genghis Khan.

Following are some of the characters that make up our ancestry:

Fiedz the Tartar. He was a descendent of the Golden Horde and of the Genghis Khan, a
Muslim man who crossed the Volga for the Polish King fighting under the Kondrat Banner in
the Christian Year of 1495 he was ennobled by King John Albert and given rights to bear the
Kusza shield.

Obdula Zubr (Zubr the Buffalo ). He was a Muslim Knight for the Polish King who had his
children baptised and became Christians, and from then on were called Zubrzycki.

Misko the Tartar — registered his nobility in 1528.

Siulaj the Tartar a Muslim knight of the Polish King. (Name recorded in 1567).
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Abrahim Zubrzycki a Christian and a Polish Lord of the Polish King. He lived in the
province of Minsk, owner of the beautiful village of Krasne Siolo, and owned many peasants.
His noble feats were recorded in 1629, in the region of Podolia.

Michael Zubrzycki, - Born 1659, died 1699 in Subocz. He was a Christian and a Polish Lord
of the Polish King and also a warrior knight. He was the Lord of the village of Subocz and
his remains are buried under the current day Catholic Church in Suboc:z.

(Note that the Roman Catholic Church in Subocz, now Subate, is the new church which is

built in 1832 on top of the old cemetery. There are approx 12 of our ancestors buried under
the church.)

Ignatius Zubrzycki, born 1765, married to Christina. His father was Jan-Zubrycki-kusa, born
in 1699 (to be confirmed) Ignatius owned land and peasants in Subocz and was recorded still
alive in 1816. He is the father of Catharina (born 1787), Romualdous (born 1785) and
Johanne Anton (born 1784), known as Jan. (Note, Johanne Anton, the brother of Romualdous
is not to be confused with Romualdous and Sophie’s child of the same name).

January 20, 2000

Dear Pan Michael,
Your antry in Dziadulewic:z's armorial reada:
RUBRIYCHI (formerly umRYCKI) of the coat of arma named

“INUDIKICH® ("of the inhabitants of Imudi<). Theay were
volunteers under the (Kondrat?!) banner. Thelr compon ancestor

who was still aliwve in L1500, was the name of Fled:z
Hia son Midko appears in a record of 1528 iis grandson Siulaj
is recorded Ln 1567. Abrahis, already fubray in 1620, was
the owner ol a portion of Erasne Siolo o 1 villagae™)

in the prevince of Midsk. Appazently, s da adanta of
Abrahi= had already Christianity, although recerds

af 1610 make no ment it The son of S5iulaj was

He used the L RAme " ("Buffala™} Al

Sialaj’ ! th reappear in Podolis

name Ly are stian. Thelr descendants

themsels as ncbles i 26 in eastern Galicia using the

coat of arms called "Imudzkich."

I'm sorry sbout the bad typing. The motharboard in oy PC
want daad.

Sincerely,
= f
____..-ad""'-. - P
A
L E Al
3 Leon Stovens
From Mike Subritzky
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Romualdous Zubrzycki

Romualdous Ignatius Zubrzycki (Reinhold Subritzky)

Born: 1785 at: Subocz Lithuania, Polish Commonwealth (now Subate, Latvia),
Married: 16 NOV 1817 at: St Michael's Church, Liineburg, Germany
Died: 24 JUN 1833 at: Liineburg, Germany
Father: Ignatius Zubrzycki-Kusza
Mother: Chriztina
Godparents - Isidorus Zubrzycki & Agatha Adamowiczowa.

The Subritzky family in New Zealand came from a village called Subate which is located in
the Kurland region of Latvia. How do I know the Subritzky's come from Latvia — I have been
there? I was the first Subritzky to visit the village since 1812. While I was there, I found the
following record in the local Roman Catholic Church.

The original book with Romualdous’s christening records
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Romualdous’s christening record is item 6 which is the date, 6 Feb 1785

The actual church record of Romualdous Zubrzycki’s christening from the
church record, Subate (2005) the date is 6 February 1785

The record reads
1785 February 06
Romualdous (child of) Ignatius Zubrzycki & wife Chriztina, of Subocz.

Godparents - Isidorus Zubrzycki & Agatha Adamowiczowa.

Finding this record was the key to proving where our family came from. It is probably the
most important information for the family since Alice Evans started her search for the truth
about our family as it proves her theory of where we came from is in reality FACT, not
legend.
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Romauldous Father and Mother mentioned in this record 1798

Note that the records in this chapter that are not mine are from LDS Family Search
web site and are actual photos of records from the church in Subate, now being held in
Lithuania.
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How do we know that Romualdous Zubrzycki is our ancestor?
The following document gives this proof

Romualdous Zubrzycki served an apprenticeship as a bricklayer under Master brick layer
Behn from 1801 until 1804 in Subocz where he qualified as a “Fellow Bricklayer”.
Romualdous next turned up in the town of Liineburg in the Kingdom of Hanover (Germany).
The following entry appeared in the town archives in Liineburg for 1816, (entry AB1063):

“Reinhold Zubritzky from Riga settled as a fellow bricklayer in Liineburg the 20th July
1816”. Note Riga is the capital of what is now Latvia.

Mike Subritzky has the Romualdous Zubritzky Certificate (a copy of the original is below the
translation)

Translation of the original text which is written in the old Germanic script known as
‘Sueterilin’.

Dear Mr Behn (or Betin),

Romualdous Zubritzky who was born at Subocz, Kurland, in 1785, and who is living in this
town as a bricklayer, is intending to get married. For this reason he requires most urgently
his apprenticeship papers.

He has asked the Town Treasury, who looks after the affairs of the local bricklayer trade, to
obtain his apprenticeship papers for him and also to ask you for a confirmation that he duly
served his apprenticeship according to the rules of the Trade from 1801 to 1804.

The duty has fallen on me, the patron of this town’s bricklayers, to implore you to send the
apprenticeship papers of the above Romualdous Zubritzky to this Treasury by the very first
mail. The fees will be paid by Master Bricklayer Isidor Zubritzky, who lives in your town. To
this end I ask you to forward the enclosed letter to him.

Looking forward to an early reply and the most urgently required apprenticeship papers [
remain with due respect yours faithfully,

Liineburg in the Kingdom of Hanover the 20th August, 1816.

HR. Meyer, Treasury Official and Patron of the local bricklayers.
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The Romualdous Zubritzky Certificate (From Mike Subritzky)
The important parts of this letter are as follows:

According to the letter, Romualdous Zubritzky was born in Subocz in 1785. Subocz is now
called Subate which is where the christening record for Romualdous Zubrzycki came from.
The record has the christening date of 6 February 1785, the father listed as Isidor Zubritzky
is the same person that was going to pay for the papers requested in this letter.

That is how we know for certain that Romualdous Zubrzycki born in what is now
Subate in Latvia is Romualdous Zubritzky in Liineburg.

The question now is why did Romualdous and his Brother Johan leave the village of
Subate in Latvia and end up in Hamburg Germany around 1812? After all Romualdous
was a brick layer and would have been earning money. Maybe it was because of Napoleon.

In 1812, Napoleon was on his way to Russia and his route took his armies via Latvia.

The town Daugavpils is approx 25 km from Romualdous village Subate. The Russians who
were occupying the town started building a fort to repel Napoleon in 1811. Napoleons armies
attacked the fort in 1812 and were initially defeated but due to overwhelming pressure, the
fort was abandoned by the Russians. However that was only one of the minor battles that
Napoleon fought on the way to Moscow and we all know that he lost the ultimate battle and
retreated back to France.
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& ; Photo - M. .eniston
1812 - This painting is in the Subritzky Homestead.

At this time Romualdous was aged 27 and it seems reasonably certain that he fought with
Napoleon’s Army in the Polish legion. Napoleon recruited locals to fight with him in what
was Poland. Note that our family legend has our ancestors fighting with Napoleon and
pictures of Napoleon’s battles were displayed in the Subritzky homestead at Houhora.

T

This was one of Sophie’s treasured photos of Napoleon retreating from Moscow— taken
by Joseph Subritzky

But why did he move to live in Germany? There are several theories but no answers.

1. If Romualdous did fight with Napoleon for whatever reason, did being on the losing side
to the Russian overlords, he preferred not to go back to his village, Subate, even though
his parents stayed on in Subate.

2. According to Mike Subritzky, Romualdous was a Polish nobleman and all Polish Nobel
men have to fight for their King against the Russians if they are called to do so. This is a
condition of nobility. Romualdous was born at a time of great upheaval in the land of his
birth.
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3. The Russians were conscripting men in lands that they occupied for military service for
25 years. Maybe Romualdous did not want to spend 25 years as a Russian soldier.

4. Maybe it was because according to Mike Subritzky, Romualdous owned part of the
village of Subate and had interests in two other nearby villages. There are no grand
castles, houses or estates — BUT it was home and income to the Zubrzycki family. By
owning a town or village, you actually owned the land, the buildings, the animals, the
crops and also the people. This was called Serfdom. When I was in Latvia in 2005, I
found that serfdom was to be made illegal in 1816 in Latvia, so Romualdous and his
brother were losing all their wealth and income. My guess is that they had nothing to lose
if they joined Napoleon’s army as “Napoleon rejected requests to free the Russian serfs”,
which meant that if Napoleon won, then the Zubrzycki family would keep their wealth.

5. T have also read that Napoleon had a training camp for Polish soldiers in Hamburg where
there were a great number of deserters. Maybe Romualdous was one of these deserters?

6. Maybe Romualdous thought that living in Liineburg near the big city of Hamburg was
more to his liking than the small country village of Subate.

7. Maybe they came into ill gotten gains. It is known that the Polish Crown Jewels were
stolen in 1795. A retired artillery captain named Zubrzycki led the Prussians to the
treasury and participated in the theft of the jewels. The fate of some of the lesser jewels is
unknown and maybe some were kept by the Zubrzycki Captain and some may have ended
up in the possession of Romualdous

In 1816, Romualdous and his brother Johann arrived in Liineburg in Germany to start
a new life with a newly spelt name and eventually a new identity, where maybe the
family legend Sobieski comes in, to possibly create a false identity and background. We
may never know the real reason why he moved.

Also remember the Red Book that was mentioned earlier had information on the
Subritzky history, maybe there was wrong doing or scandalous behaviour which was
the reason why the Subritzky’s were so secretive about its contents.

In her book Mount Camel Calling, Alice Evans, herself a descendant of Romualdous,
describes (on page 57) two pictures that the Subritzky’s brought out from Europe which were
treasured possessions. One picture was a battle scene, the other a European court. The Court
scene was long ago destroyed but the battle scene was hanging in the Subritzky homestead in
Houhora in 2002.

Following is a quotation from Mike Subritzky in one of his newsletters in the 1990’s

Family Research - * (update) *

On the 3™ October 1992 I was visited briefly here in Blenheim by Mr Stan Schmitt, President
of the Polish Genealogical Society of America. Stan and his wife were on holiday in New
Zealand and managed to bring with them a number of different Polish Heraldry entries on
the family Zubrzycki- Kusza. He also gave me a bound book containing a series of maps
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showing the various villages and parishes in the Old Polish Commonwealth up to the year
1785.

Our own on-going research in the area of Subocz has turned up a book of deaths covering
the period 1750 — 1850. In all it contains some fourteen members of the Zubrzycki (Subritzky)
family. However as yet, I have not quite sorted out the various family relationships. In
regards to the members of the family who remained in the village after Romualdous and
Johannes Anton departed — there is no mention of any Polish families in Subocz after 1920.
Research tends to suggest that those who remained were liquidated by Stalin in 1920 as a
reprisal for Russia’s defeat by the Polish Home Army at the end of World War 1.

From Judy Evans
Liineburg and Sophie Korber

Romualdous/Reinhold Subritzky fled his native village Subate, Latvia and settled in Liineburg
in 1816. Town records from the Stadtarchiv (town archives) in the Rathaus (town hall), a big
yellow building in the centre of town, say that he was a fellow-mason ex Riga. He worked as
a brick-layer or stonemason.

In Liineburg Reinhold married a tall, buxom and very attractive German girl by the name of
Sophie Elisabeth Korber. She was the daughter of Johann Martin Korber, a cloth maker, and
his wife Anna Catarina Elisabeth (Nee St Eeinicken).

Following is an extract from the Lutheran church records from Liineburg, Germany from
their marriage register 1817 Record number S257 Nr 15.

On the 23rd and 24th Sundays after Trinity, that is on the 9th and 16th November, the Banns
of marriage were called for Reinhold Subritzky (Romualdous Zubrzycki) resident and
Jjourneyman bricklayer of this place and Sophie Elisabeth Kérber daughter of the late Johann
Martin Korber cloth maker of Ultzen, and they were joined together in Holy Matrimony by
paster Crome on the 16th November 1817.

/ St. Michaelis in Liineburg, Germany where
il Reinhold and Sophie

were married on 16th Nov 1817 (photo from the
net)
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Sophie and Reinhold’s Marriage

Certificate Reinhold’s Death Certificate

Reinhold and Sophie had four known children. There is a gap of almost seven years between
the birth of the oldest child (a girl) and the birth of the second: (a boy). During this period I
am told by Beryl Blake, (a member of the family who has visited Liineburg on several
occasions) a second daughter was born and - died, she was christened Elisabeth.

The four known children were all born in Liineburg in Hanover but regarded themselves as
Polish. They were educated and could read and write, which were most important skills in
that period of history as education had to be paid for and there were a great many illiterate
people in Germany at that time.

Reinhold died in Liineburg on 24 June 1833 of “Auszehrung” (a wasting disease, probably
TB), and was buried at the church of St John’s, leaving his wife Sophie a widow at 35. Little
did Sophie know but her life of adventure was just beginning.

St John's church, Liineburg where
Romualdous is buried.

(Photo from the net)
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We know the history of Reinhold to whom we are all related, but Johanne, Reinhold’s
brother’s history is unknown. What has emerged recently is a family in the USA with the
surname Zubritzky with the same family crest and the same Sobieski legends as our family.
Did Johanne go to USA? Only time and research on their side of the family will confirm this.

From Judy Evans

In the town records there is mention of Brother Johannes/Hans Subritzky ("visitor from
Riga") paying the rates/rent. At 6 Schlagertwiete Street in 1831.

Photo of buildings in Schlagertwiete Street, Liineburg
that Jan Subritzky paid rates/rent on
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Sophie Subritzky (nee Korber)

Sophie Elizabeth Korber

Born: 23 APR 1798  at: Uelsen, Germany
Died: 11 APR 1875  at: Houhora, New Zealand
Father: Johann Martin Korber
Mother: Anna Catharina Elizabeth Steinicke
Husband: Reinhold Subritzky (Romualdous Zubrzycki)

Born: 1785 Subocz, Lithuania, Polish Commonwealth
Married: 16 NOV 1817 at: St Michael's Church, Liineburg, Germany
Died: 24 JUN 1833 at: Liineburg, Germany
Other Spouses: Heinrich Dieckmann

Married aboard the vessel “St Pauli”, 2 April 1843
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The following is composed from notes that Alice Evans made
Sophie Elisabeth Korber (can also be written Koerber)
Uelzen Germany

Sophie Subritzky was born here - Sophie Elisabeth Korber (pronounced kerb-er) was born
23.4.1798, baptised 25.4.1798. Her parents were Johann Martin Korber and Catharina
Elisabeth née Steinicke(n). Sophie has two brothers, Johann Heinrich Samuel Kérber born
1794 and Johann Friedrich Heinrich born 8.3.1795, baptised 6.5.1795 at Uelzen, St Marien
Kirche (St Mary’s church). Died 1.1.1798, buried Uelzen, St Marien Kirche. (who later
emigrated with Sophie) and Johann Friedrich Heinrich born 1795 who died 3 years later.

Sophie's father was a weaver who probably came with other weavers in 1794 from Salzwedel
(Altmark district). The Korber name was not in town records before this, though the
Steinicke(n) name was an old family in Uelzen.

The cloth factory was behind the St Marien Church, where Sophie was christened, in the
centre of town, in the old Herzogenhaus building on the corner of Pastoren and Bahnhof
Streets. The factory did not do well, particularly when machinery took over the weaving
process.

The weavers were the poor of the town and they lived in Schuh and Schmied Streets. When
Sophie's mother died,(when Sophie was 2) she was buried in a pauper's grave. The father
died when Sophie was in her teens, leaving her with only her brother until she married
Reinhold Subritzky in nearby town Liineburg at the age of 19.

Sophie married Reinhold Zubritzky on the 16" November 1817 by Herr Paster Crone in
Liineburg, St Michaelis Kirche. (Liineburg is approx 35km from Uelzen).

When Sophie’s and Reinhold’s son Johann Anton was baptised, his uncle Johann Anton from
Riga was in attendance. Johann Anton also is known to have paid rates on land in Liineburg.

There was a big fire in Hamburg on the 5™ and 6™ May 1842 which destroyed a large amount
of the city, especially the centre where 110 houses and 102 warehouses were destroyed. After
Reinhold died, maybe Sophie went to Hamburg to work as a Mercer but after 10 years, she
emigrated maybe because of the big fire. It is said that people just lined up on the wharves at
Hamburg and got onto ships — they did not have much choice as to where they went,
America, NZ, Australia, etc.

EPITAPH FOR OLD SOPHIE
By Mike Subritzky

Sophie Elisabeth Subritzky (nee: Korber) is the Matriarch of three very well known New
Zealand pioneering families; the Subritzky's, Spanhake's and Wagener's. As well, she is also
the blood ancestors of the following well known Kiwis - Sir James Henare (last Commanding
Officer of the 28th Maori Battalion), Sir Stephen Roberts (Australian, and Vice Chancellor
of Syvdney University), Richard Matthews ONZ (microbiologist), Bill Subritzky QSM
(Evangelist), Alice Evans (author), Dame Miriam Dell (Champion of women’s issues), Les
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Subritzky (New Zealand's first professional diver), Florence Keene (author), Bryce Subritzky
(Speedway Champion), Captain Basil Subritzky (Subritzky Shipping Line), George Henare
OBE (actor), Des Subritzky (Deputy Mayor of Dargaville for many years), Tau Henare MP
(union leader and Member of Parliament), Sue Bradford MP (activist for the poor and later
an Member of Parliament), Sophie Bird (child violin player).

Back in the 1940's, the author A.H. Reed toured the old gumfields of Northland, to do
research for his book "The Gum Diggers". While at Houhora he visited Mount Camel and
discovered the old Subritzky cemetery at the bottom of the mountain during his exploring.
He rested beside Sophie's grave, leaning against the iron railing that surrounded it, and was
so taken by the inscription "Her sorrowing sons" that he wrote down the information
contained on the headstone in its entirety.

IN MEMORY
OF
THE BEST OF MOTHERS FROM
HER SORROWING SONS
MAY SHE REST IN PEACE
SOPHIE SUBRITZKY
DIED APRIL 1875
AGED 77

He was also puzzled by the Polish surname and wrote:

"I left this storied solitude with a resolve to learn something more about that BEST OF
MOTHERS, SOPHIE SUBRITZKY"...who was this woman who was buried in an ancient and
overgrown lonely graveyard, so very far from her European homeland?

Sophie Subritzky was born in the Kingdom of Hanover in the Year of Our Lord 1798. Her
actual birth date is not recorded but she was baptised in the Uelzen Lutheran Church on the
25 April 1798. Her parents were Johann and Anna Korber, who were cloth makers, and she
had a brother named Heinrich. Both parents died when she was very young, leaving Sophie
and Heinrich to raise themselves; both were illiterate. Heinrich Korber became a shoemaker
and Sophie became a mercer.

...... Romualdous Subritzky married Sophie Korber after the reading of banns in the church
of Saint Michael in the town of Liineburg. At the time of her marriage, Sophie was aged 19
and was described as being tall, buxom and attractive.

Romualdous and Sophie Subritzky had four children who later anglicised their Christian
names and are known in New Zealand as Doris, Louis (sometimes John Louis), Henry, and
John Anton. Just 16 years later, Romualdous Subritzky's war injuries caught up with him
and he died leaving Sophie a widow at the age of 35. At that time of her life in the Europe of
old, she was no longer a marriageable prospect, her life being all but over. Her daughter
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Doris not long after fell in love with a Hanoverian Guard by the name of Frederick
Spanhake... ...

On the 26th December 1842 a converted ship-of-war, the 'Saint Pauli', weighed anchor on
the Elbe stream in Hamburg and set sail, bound for New Zealand with a ships company of
about 20 sailors and 140 German settlers. The Captain was Peter Schacht. Among the
passengers aboard the Saint Pauli were eleven members of three related families, Sophie
Subritzky, widow of Romualdous Subritzky and her three young sons, her brother Heinrich
Korber, his wife Maria and their two sons, and her now married daughter Doris and
husband Frederick Spanhake, and their baby son Otto. They were described as being of
'good character and adequate means' with Sophie herself being described as a 'well dressed
widow'. The three families were accommodated in the a'tween deck berths. There were also
four Lutheran Missionaries on board and during the voyage they taught the children how to
read and write which was in later years a real godsend to many of the families.

...... In mid January, Sophie's grandson, baby Otto became sick and on the night of the 20
January his conditioned worsened. The doctor woke the Rev. Wohlers late that evening and
informed him that the Spanhake family had need of him. Wohlers clambered down into the
dimly lit a'tween deck where he found the family huddled together. Sophie was nursing Otto
and his parents were grief stricken with sorrow. Otto was stiffened with cramp and had
convulsions. The Rev. Wohlers gave them what comfort he could, and not long afterwards
baby Otto died. Sophie then handed Otto's body to the Boson and it was prepared for burial
at sea. Otto was sewn into a canvas covering (traditionally a sailor's hammock), and a ship's
cannon ball was placed at his feet. Sophie gathered up her family and they made their way
to the quarterdeck, where at dawn the Rev. Wohlers gave a short service and Otto's tiny body
was committed to the deep. Otto Spanhake's funeral was the first during the voyage, there
were to be three others.

...... One day whilst sailing south a hullabaloo took place between two female passengers in
the a'tween deck. Beit was informed. He ordered the offending woman be summoned and
report to him on the Poop Deck. Presently an elderly and well dressed widow reported to
him; it was Sophie Subritzky. Beit questioned her as to her reasons for creating such a
disturbance to the peace, and Sophie replied that she had fallen in love with one of the male
passengers and had decided to become engaged. Her daughter, who was already married,
had objected because of her age and so she had "boxed her ears". Beit informed Doris
Spanhake that she had no power to prevent her mother from marrying and shortly afterwards
Sophie was married for the second time. She was aged 45.

On the 12th June, the coast of New Zealand was sighted and two days later, on the 14th June
1843, the 'Saint Pauli' sailed into Nelson harbour. The voyage had lasted 176 days.

...... Sophie and her family had been in Nelson for about a month when one afternoon they
noticed all of the English settlers gathered in small groups crying, wringing their hands and
showing mortal fear. No-one in the family spoke any English and it took some time for them
and the other Germans to realise that the Maori had gone on the war path in the Wairau and
had slaughtered Captain Arthur Wakefield and about 20 of the leading citizens of the town,
including the local Magistrate. All of the men and Sophie's eldest son Louis assisted in the
building of Fort Arthur as the frightened citizens of Nelson town prepared for an attack by Te
Rauparaha and his warriors. Eventually peace was restored but over the next two years
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there were many alarms. The various German families sent many deputations to John Beit
requesting to have either their land given to them or their money returned, but Beit refused
and on one occasion he stated "that the land was too good for them". This made Sophie's
blood boil and her, and a large group of women descended on Beit's house with the intention
of stoning him. The women were stopped by the timely intervention of one of the Lutheran
Missionaries.

In 1845, after two years of misery and hardship in the settlement of Nelson, Sophie and her
extended family simply cut their losses and sailed to the German settlement of Klemzig just
on the outskirts of Adelaide, in Australia. There, life rapidly improved for Sophie and her

family.

Klemzig Village 1846 (from Wikipedia)

...... In 1851, gold was discovered in Victoria and Sophie along with her sons, joined in the
rush and spent the next three years of her life travelling from one rush to the next on the
‘diggin's’.

...... In 1854, after the strike at Tarrengower was over and the diggers had moved on Sophie
and her family decided that with children in tow (Louis and John Anton had married), and
John Anton's wife Betsy heavily pregnant they would put down roots and buy some land.
They and a number of other families purchased a number of blocks of land and then built a
town that they called Maldon. John Anton became a member of the first town council. They
then set up several business enterprises and later made more money selling implements and
produce to the diggers, than they ever made on the goldfields. By 1860 when the Subritzky's
moved back to New Zealand and purchased a large farming block in the Houhora region of
Northland they were an extremely wealthy family.

Sophie arrived at Houhora in 1861, to find that her sons had built a large solid homestead
made out of a mixture of stone, a local cement and swamp Kauri. They were the first
European settlers in the Far North of New Zealand, their nearest neighbours being the
Matthews and Puckey families at the Mission Station in Kaitaia. Sophie was now aged 63
and spent the remainder of her life at Houhora. There were no roads in the North at that
time, the main highway from Auckland ended at the bottom of lower Queen Street so the
Subritzky's purchased a small schooner named the 'Isabella’, and this was to lead to a long
family association with coastal shipping which has lasted to the present generation. She was

one of the first women in New Zealand to establish her own brand name and manufactured
and sold "Mrs. Subritzky's" brand of herbal medicines.
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...... The last 14 years of Sophie's life were probably the most interesting and sometimes
exciting too.

...... Another time, a fierce-looking group of young Maori warriors came down to the
homestead. They had watched at a distance until the menfolk had sailed out of Houhora
harbour on the 'Isabella’ bound for the sea port of Mangonui and had then come down to
scare the Subritzky women into giving them some money or trade items as payment for the
land. As they approached the homestead one of children raised the alarm, at which everyone
of the family ran inside to the safety of the house all that is except for Sophie who stood on
the front porch and waited as they approached. The warriors, many of them heavily
tattooed, made an awesome sight as they walked towards the lone elderly woman standing on
the porch. About twenty metres from her they stopped and Sophie then spoke in heavily
accented English, "Vat do you vant?"

"More Money", replied the Maoris.
"For vat?" asked Sophie, staring down at them with her hands on her hips.
"For the land", they replied.

"For da land!" yelled Old Sophie, "I'll give you for da land!" and with that she jumped off
the porch and ran over to the chopping block that was nearby, wrenched the axe out of it and
proceeded to chase the startled Maoris around the yard, all the while yelling, "I'll give you
da more money, cum unt ze here!"

The warriors withdrew in great haste having decided that discretion was the better part of
valour, all the while yelling to each other, "te wahine porangi!” (She’s a crazy woman). And
there was Sophie in her long black dress chasing after them with the axe and yelling at them
in a mixture of broken German and English.

From that day onward Sophie Subritzky was held in the highest regard by the warriors for
having proved herself in battle she was considered to be their equal.

In 1875, Sophie Subritzky died at Houhora at the age of 77 years, after a full and most
interesting life. She had been born in the same year that Admiral Nelson achieved his
famous victory in the Battle of the Nile. She had known much joy and sadness during her
lifetime and also deprivations of extreme hardship during those early days of the settlement
named Nelson, and she died in her twilight years at a time when her children had achieved
great prosperity. She had outlived her husband Romualdous, daughter (Doris Spanhake died
in childbirth in the Barossa Valley in 1849 - she was 31 years old), and several of her
grandchildren. She had ruled her family in a no-nonsense fashion and had remained fit and
active throughout the whole of her life - indeed even in her seventies she is remembered for
being able to lift the anvil that stood in the family smithy!

She was held in the highest regard by the local Maori population who mourned the passing
of their treasured "Mata" (Mother). They gathered at the homestead and informed the
Subritzky family that the elders wished to take her remains to the marae so she could be
honoured with a tangi. The family respectfully declined the honour and a Christian service
was held at the homestead from where her body was taken by boat across the harbour to the
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base of Mount Camel where she was interred in what is now known as the Subritzky family
cemetery.

Little did the widow Sophie Subritzky realise when she set sail for the Antipodes all of those
long years ago, with three small sons, and married daughter, that she would become the
matriarch of such an influential dynasty. Her story itself is quite typical of the sheer grit
and determination of many of the pioneering women who came to this country, and shaped
the history of early New Zealand.

Today she has more than three thousand descendents, both Pakeha and Maori, and many of
her female descendents are named in her honour (her Maori descendents are often called
"Te Paea") and she is always referred to within the extended family as "Old Sophie".

A Vase that Sophie brought from Germany

Sophie and daughter Sophie ( Doris) (Photo 2006)
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The end of an era, Sophie’s Death Certificate
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Heinrich Deickmann
Sophie’s second husband.

They were married on the St Pauli on the way to New Zealand from Germany. Sophie and
Heinrich separated around 1861, Sophie stayed on in Maldon, Heinrich went to live in
Oakleigh, in Victoria, Australia.

Note that Heinrich Dieckmann went under
several different spellings including Dietman
and Dickman. He was also known as Henry.

Heinrich was with the Subritzky family all
the time they were in Australia but never
appeared on any records in New Zealand
when the Subritzky family returned to
Houhora. He was also registered as living in
Adelaide in 1847 and 1849 as a blacksmith
and wheelwright. His name is also on land
records held in Maldon, Victoria, Australia.in
the late 1850’s.

Photo of Heinrich Dieckmann, Sophie’s
second husband (from Alice Evans
collection)

From Bev Sharp 2019

[1 found Heinrich Dieckmann in Oakleigh as a smith in 1861 through to when he died 1893.
Oakleigh was apparently a town in its own right in those days and had huge brickworks and
railway yards and workshops, so plenty of work for a smith or fettler as he was.

The last Subritzkys left for NZ in 1868 and Sophie spent some time in Sydney before she went
to NZ. It would seem they parted company in 1861when Heinrich Dieckmann went to
Oakleigh.

He was listed in Oakleigh Shire first as Smith, then when older a gardner, then when older
no trade listed as we assume that he had retired. His parents are listed as unknown as he had

senility when he died.

When the Dieckmann/Subritzky, Korber and Spanhake families were all in North Adelaide
the Spanhake’s had a bakery at lot 1016 in Stanley Street. It looks like they sold it to Henry
Kollmorgen who lived in the Shire of Oakleigh. Henry Dieckmann lived at Stanley street —
they were friends, as Kollmorgen lost a horse in 1853, so their friendship extended over
many years. He went to Oakleighe was a Smith, Fettler and there were railway workshops
and a large brickworks there, so he probably got work there.

In Directories for a few years he was listed in (The Shire of) Oakleigh as a Smith. Then I saw
he was a gardener. Kollmorgen ran a market garden so possible he ended up a worker there.
Then after that he was listed at Oakleigh with no trade listed, but he lived with his friend,
Henry Kollmorgen
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On his death certificate he died at Clayton in Oakleigh, and on his death/funeral notice he
died at the residence of Henry Kollmorgen who is listed as a friend on the certificate.
Kollmorgen was of quite a wealthy family. He obviously continued with his bakery trade
when he first lived in Vic. But became an insolvent in 1872. He went on to build up a
business of substance. ['ve attached only a couple of notices which support my theory here.

I’'m sure the death certificate I have found is of ‘Sophie’s’ Henry — it states he spent time in
NZ as well as Australia. This is proof we have the correct Heinrich Dieckmann — it goes back
to a relationship in Adelaide in 1853 linking Spanhakes/ Heinrich Dieckmann to the bakery
at the Stanley Street address — they were all in Directories living in Stanley Street North
Adelaide.
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That now ends the mystery of what happened to Sophie’s second husband
Heinrich Dieckmann.

41



Children of Romualdous and Sophie

Name: Sophia Margaretha Dorothea Subritzky
Born: 15 JUL 1818 at: Liineburg, Germany
Married: 26 DEC 1842 at: On ship 'St. Pauli'

Died: 1849 at: Barossa Valley, South Australia in childbirth

Spouse: Johann Herman Frederick Spanhake

Book 36 A
2da ) N2 14 SOUTH ﬁ AUSTRALIA

CERTIFIED COPY OF REGISTRATION OF DEATH-

< . 1849 Deaths in the District of 183

No. v o . .. 2332 peiih
WhenDid .. .. . .. . Sept.ath, 1849 RN & wg?%
Name and Sumame . .. .. .. Sophia Dorothea spumn NE gsmr?n*z?zg
. - L ; V-u;»tv‘.} gi}.
—‘5‘*> o S Female . x.‘j‘mis‘«

. 2, o .2 “r"g'i‘ »". ok

Aee .. | Inirty One years T T l\ff}_‘f",

B i T p Nt
. In Childbirth : o
Cause of Desth .. s

. Wife of Johann H. F. Spanhake, Baker
MGM . . .o . ‘Orthmlddl * 4
LSS s Y 3 e b
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Name: Ludolph Johann Heinrich Subritzky
Born: 11 FEB 1825 at: Liineburg , Germany
Married: 22 DEC 1845 at: Adelaide , South Australia
Died: 4 JUL 1884 at: Houhora, New Zealand

Spouse: Maria Christina Sophia Westphal

Captain Ludolph Johann Subritzky J.P. eldest son
‘of Romualdus and Sophie. Photo: Alice Evans

Ludolph Johann Heinrich Subritzky’s Birth Certificate

Evang.-luth, ) ”
Kirchenbuchame Liineburg 2120 334 Lincburg, den .9+ JUBL 19 8
Bei der Johanniskirche 4 Fernruf 44439
42077
« AUuszug ausdem Tauf - Register
I Michaelis - _Kirche, Jahrg. 1825 s..111 Nr. 12

Ludolph Johann Heinrich Z ubr i t z k y, ehel. Sohn
des Maurergesellen ReinholHd Zubritzky und defen Fhefrau
Sophie Flisab. geb. Kérbern ist den 11, Febr. geboren

und den 20, Mdrz von dem Herrn Pastor Hamelberg publ.

getauft. Gevattern: 1) LudolphMeyer, Kaufmann Lieselbst
2) Johann Wittmarr 3) Héinrich Korber, vertreten durch
Jgfr. Luise Maria Soph. Hover.

Birth Register. (Tauf)
St Michaelis Church 1825. (Slil. Nr 12)

Born: Ludolph Johann Zubritzky, son of Wallbuilder,
Journeyman Reinhold Zubritzky and his wife Sophie
Elisabeth Nee Korber, on 11th February 1825, baptised
on 20th March by the Pastor Hamelburg. Godparents
were: (1) Ludolph Meyer, merchant of this city. (2) Johann

Wittoir. (3) Heinrich Kérber, in place of Miss Luise Maria 34
Soph. Hover. Kirchenbuchfiihrerin
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From Maria Beniston

The Marriage Certificate of
Ludolph Johann Heinrich Subritkzky and Maria Christina Sophia Westphal
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R.G. 112
NEW ZEALAND
Certified Copy of Entry of Death in the Registrar-General's Office
Place of Registration: Mangonui

1. Name and Surname ‘ John Ludolph Subritzky
2. Profession or Occupation | Station Holder
3. Usual place of residence =
4. Sex. Age. Date of Birth M 59 -
5. When died | 4 July 1884
6. Where died Houhora
7. Where born Hanover
8. How long in New Zealand | 30 years
9. Name and Surname of Father | Arnold Subritzky
10. Name and Surname of Mother Sophia Elizabeth
11. Maiden Surname of Mother Curber
12. Profession or Occupation of |

Father { Blacksmith
13. Where married North Adelaide South Australia
14. At what Age married =
15. To whom married Maria Sophia Westfall
16. Age of Widow/Widower if living Not Stated
17. If Issue living, state Ages of each

Sex | M 32 F. 34292722
18. When buried { 6 July 1884
19. Where buried Houhora
20. Causes of Death and Intervals -

between Onset and Death Fever 12 days
21. Medical Attendant by whom Not Certified

certified
22. When he last saw Deceased =

(i.e., before death).

Certified to be a true copy of the above particulars included in an entry of death
in the records of the Registrar-General’s office.

Given under the seal of the Registrar-General at Lower Hutt

the 6 day of May 19 86
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No. 263. 7 2 { Lary Haalel
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This is the paper writing marked ‘A’ Last Will and Testament of Johann Ludolph Subritkzy mentioned
and referred to in the affidavit of William Henry Subritkzy and produced at the time of serving the same
this 11th day of August 1884 before me Signature: Chas T. Duffins & A. Soby

From Maria Beniston
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Name: Heinrich Wilhelm Subritzky
Born: 18 MAY 1828 at: Liineburg , Germany
Married: 8 DEC 1884 at: Registry Office, Auckland, New Zealand
Died: 24 JUN 1909 at: Auckland , New Zealand
Spouse: Mary Jane Smith

Births, Deaths & Marriages New Zealand Marriage certificate 1884/3257
Births, Deaths & Marriages New Zealand Death certificate 1909/2588 aged 82Y

"Original Henry"
Heinrich Subritzky 1828 - 1909
Photo: Alice Evans

Note that Heinrich went to London in 1857 and returned with a wife in 1859- There is no
further information as to what happened to this wife.

Certificate of Naturalisation - National archives ¢1886
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Name: Johannes Anton Subritzky
Born: 28 JUL 1830 at: Liineburg, Germany
Married: 27 JUN 1851 at: Manse, Freeman St., Adelaide , Sth Australia
Died: 9 OCT 1912 at: Auckland , New Zealand

Spouse: Elizabeth (Betsy) Hoare

When John Anton and Betsy were alive they were known in Awanui as the 'Duke' and the
'Duchess'. Indeed, 'Duke Street ' in that town immortalizes the fact. John was one of the
original settlers in the town of Awanui.
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Name: Elizabeth Subritzky

Born: 1819 Luneburg Germany

Died: 1824 Germany

Germany to Nelson (New Zealand)

Like much of the earlier family history, the era from when the Subritzky’s left Germany until
they reached Australia via Nelson in New Zealand, remains a mystery.

We know that Romualdous died a number of years before Sophie travelled to New Zealand
with her 4 children. She travelled with her brother and other family so it was not as if she was
all alone. Still the question is why did she do it? One theory is that Sophie worked as a
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Mercer in the family business but the factory burnt down, was not insured so the family
suddenly had no income and were destitute. The New Zealand company were actively
looking for settlers and promised the world to would be immigrants, a place in the sun that
was too good to be true.

The St Pauli was originally bound for the Chatham Islands when ot voyage was first being
planned but due to many political problems, the destination was changed to Nelson.

From www.lynly.gen.nz
THE VOYAGE OF THE “St Pauli” AND THE GERMAN EMIGRANTS
(Weblink “St Pauli” Voyage & German Emigrants)

Why they left Germany

There are many different reasons why the Germans emigrated. King Friedrich Il of Prussia
created a single official State Church in 1813 with a new order of service called the
“Agenda”. The term Lutheran was abolished in 1823 and in 1830 the new order of service
was made compulsory in all churches. The Prussian government began to enforce its “Union
Church” and the Lutheran faith went underground.

It was at this time that many Lutherans left for America and Australia where they could
freely follow their faith. In 1840 King Friedrich Wilhelm Il died and his son succeeded him.
King Wilhelm IV abolished the “Agenda’, enabling the Lutherans to continue practising
their religion, but this did not stop the flow of emigration. The aftermath of the Napoleonic
Wars was a turbulent time and the political climate persuaded many to leave Germany,
poverty, near famine and overcrowding in Europe, and the hope of freedom of faith and
improving their standard of living, motivated many German families to emigrate.

However Sophie’s ship was well organized so she did not take the first ship available.
Sophie, her four children and various other Korber’s were also on the ship. Sophie re-
married while on the voyage to Heinrich Dietman. Sophie was naturalised in NZ on the 16
July 1844. Left NZ on the Palmyra on 21 August 1845, arrived in Adelaide on 4 September
1845.

The Family legends indicated Sophie was well off, in which case, why did she travel in
steerage on a free passage? Maybe she was not as well off as we thought or maybe she was
hiding her wealth. Her 2™ husband was known to have supported her and her family so
maybe she did not have any wealth. Maybe Sophie married her second husband so he could
support her and her family? However part of the family legend is that she travelled with
barrels of tar, why and was anything hidden in the tar?

Following are extracts from the book The Road to Sarau, From Germany to Upper Moutere
by Jenny Briars and Jenny Leith. It gives an accurate account of why the Subritzky’s
travelled to New Zealand, then onto Australia.

Germany in the early 1800s

The early nineteenth century brought great restlessness to much of Europe as people sought
to escape the financial and political pressures which had resulted in widespread poverty and
oppression in much of the Old World. French occupation during the Napoleonic Wars,
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following a long pattern of military take-overs, and the general unrest of the period, led
Europeans to look longingly outwards to the New World.

For centuries in Germany, rural villagers whose wages, housing and working conditions
were generally poor, had been forced to leave their homes, either from poverty, religious
unrest, wars or through the splitting of family farms with each succeeding generation. On
some occasions, whole villages had moved to escape religious or political persecution.

With the Franco-Prussian war threatening in Germany (although this did not take place
until the 1870s,) some may have chosen to leave at this time in order to escape conscription.
1t has been recorded that for a period 20,000 people were leaving Germany each year.

To the peasant classes, the opportunity to begin a new life in any country was an
improvement to their existing situation. For the adventurous amongst the middle-classes, the
propaganda circulated by the New Zealand Company painted a deceptively rosy picture.
Emigrants were offered a free passage, permanent work and the prospect of becoming
independent settlers in a country where the seed needed only to be thrown on the ground to
produce an abundant harvest. New Zealand of the 1840s proved to be less welcoming and
prosperous than the literature had portrayed.

Karl Sieveking was a leading Hamburg merchant with considerable enthusiasm for
colonisation. His early interests lay in Brazil, South Africa, Samoa and Palestine. In 1837 he
became interested in New Zealand when commercial attempts at settlement were beginning,
and he was responsible for the circulation of the pamphlets encouraging emigration to New
Zealand. His enthusiasm was dampened when in May 1842 the devastating fire of Hamburg
destroyed much of his business empire.

..... The first German emigrants who boarded the “St Pauli” in December 1842 were
freemen. Many were farmers, or well educated middle class artisans - hardworking and
practical people, eager for land and opportunity. Their intention was to found a new home
away from militaristic Germany. Some later emigrants were illiterate and poorly educated -
as evidenced by lack of a signature on marriage or naturalization certificates - but they were
nevertheless eager for the same opportunities. Those on the “St Pauli” from middle-class
city backgrounds must surely have felt their lives had been shattered when they entered the
Nelson of 1843, with its handful of whare and wooden huts.
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The ship “St Pauli”
Captain: Peter Schacht.
Sailed Hamburg 26th December 1842 - arrived Nelson 14th June 1843

The “St Pauli” A bargue of 388 tons, was built in Hamburg in 1841 by Johannes Morts.
Measurements were: 107ft long, 25ft wide and depth 18ft (these are estimates). The vessel
was charted by the New Zealand Company to bring German immigrants out to New Zealand.

*

This 1/48 scale model of the St Pauli, Painting of the St Pauli off Rocky point, South

by local modeller Peta Raggett, isin  Island NZ 12 June 1843. This is a painting by

the Motueka District Museum. Peter O’Sullivan commissioned by “The
Subritzky Legend Trust”

The” St Pauli” was a virtually new vessel at the time she left Europe for New Zealand, a
although a three-masted ship-of-war, had been converted for the lucrative emigrant business.
Paid Passage was a deal costing the equivalent of 300 English Pounds, in which was included
passage, ship-board rations, and at least 50 acres of land at their destination, purchased from
the New Zealand Company Agent, one Johann Niholas Beit. The company also guaranteed
there would be employment in New Zealand in road making or other development work for
those who required it.

GERMAN EMIGRATION TO NEW ZEALAND.

Article from the “nelson Examiner and New Zealand Chronicle, Volume II, Issue 64, 27 May
1843

By the kindness of a friend, we are enabled to furnish our readers with the following
interesting extract from the New Zealand Journal of the 26th of November. The paper was
brought to Auckland by the Westminster, which left Plymouth on the 4th of December, and,
as far as we know, is the only one in the colon. We have been much gratified to learn that a
party of German colonists, purchasers of land in the Nelson Settlement, are preparing to take
their departure shortly for the colony, and have Chartered the “St. Pauli”, a fine vessel of
about 380 tons, to sail from Hamburg on the 20th December next. They will muster about 16
or 17 in the cabin, and about 100 labouring emigrants will embark in the steerage
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This is the first result of the measures recently taken by the New Zealand Company to spread
information in Germany respecting New Zealand and we are informed that great probability
exists that the emigration thence will be followed up with spirit next season.

Mr. John N. Beit, of Hamburg, whom the Company some time since appointed its agent in
Germany, wrote a little pamphlet containing an account of the Company's settlements ; and
many of the papers issued by the Company have been translated into the German language,
and extensively circulated. A spirit of enquiry has been thus awakened, and the results are
the purchase of land to a considerable amount, and the despatch of the first body of German
emigrants to New Zealand. Mr. Beit himself proceeds to Nelson, accompanied by a large
family and two clergymen, sent out by the North German Mission, will also form part of the
expedition.

We believe that the whole of the arrangements respecting the ship have been made by the
parties themselves and that the labouring emigrants have been carefully selected according
to the regulations of the Company for English emigrants. Several vinedressers are of the
number, and Mr. Beit has expressed his determination to attempt the cultivation of the vine at
Nelson. We hail with pleasure this commencement of a German emigration to the Company's
settlements.

The number of emigrants who leave Germany annually is about 22,000 souls, the greater
part of whom emigrate to the United States or to Canada and it has been calculated that
these do not possess less than from £15 to £20 per head many of these are of that '
intermediate class ' which has just gone out in the fore-cabin of the Phoebe, and would be a
most valuable acquisition to New Zealand. We have little doubt, from all we can learn, that a
considerable stream of emigration will now be kept up, particularly when accounts shall
have been received from this expedition.

Messrs. De Chapeaurouge and Co, a well known and most respectable mercantile firm at
Hamburg, have accepted the agency of the Company, and have taken up the subject with
great spirit ; and we may look forward to the despatch of another vessel in the course of next
spring, with a fresh batch of settlers for Wellington or Nelson. The Company have an agent
at Boulogne, but we are not aware that it has led to any useful result. We think the
appointment of an agent for Belgium would be more successful. The Belgians would form
most useful settlers in New Zealand." The St. Pauli may now be daily expected, it being
highly probable that, in making arrangements for the despatch of this first vessel, the time
named for sailing was not able to be kept. No emigrants are more valuable than the
Germans, and we hail the announcement of the intended cultivation of the vine by them with
unfeigned pleasure.

Rev WOHLER “St Pauli” travel diaries summary
From www.lynly.gen.nz

Rev WOHLER details boarding a steamer that took them to the “St Pauli” which was
anchored in the Elbe. Before boarding the “St Pauli” the families had to line up and be
examined by the Surgeon, Captain & the German Agent Beit. Their names were read out and
checked against the Embarkation Register. He describes the weather condition and scene
aboard the ship as the German families, said their goodbyes to families members. Rev
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WOHLER and Rev RIEMSCHNEIDER married five couples on the “St Pauli” between decks
and some of the couple’s names are listed in the diary

WOHLER describes leaving Hamburg and the sights they passed and the seasickness
amongst the steerage and cabin passengers. The care they received from the ship’s Doctor
and the favourable treatment resulted in no deaths from a later outbreak of small pox. The
diary shows clearly that the actions of the Immigration Agent for the Natives of Germany Mr
BEIT tested the patience and faith of Rev WOHLER many times. BEIT reduced the
passenger’s rations and threatened the passenger with fines etc. He was a disagreeable man
and his treatment of the passengers is well documented in the diary and other New Zealand
Company records.

WOHLER records the arrival in Bahia and a daily account while in the port. He wrote about
the written complaint from the steerage passengers detailing treatment from the German
agent BEIT. Eleven men who signed the petition, where invited to visit the consulate in Bahia
and when they returned to the ship BEIT fined the men %> a crown each. He ordered the men
to sit on deck for several hours in the hot sun, because they visited the consulate without his
permission. The petition they signed was later used by the NZ Company in Nelson as
evidence against BEIT

Before leaving Bahia two couples were married and a baby boy was baptised. Interesting to
note is that the Arrival passenger list does not record the brides as married or record their
new married surname but it does records the child’s birth.

St Paul Marriages

The two marriages took place on Sunday 02 April 1843 aboard ““St Pauli”.
[1] H DIECKMANN 35 Smith & Farrier-Single Wohler Diary

[1] Sophie Elisabeth SUBRITSKY 43 Mercer-Widow Wohler Diary

[2] Karl Friedrich Wilhelm JUNG 34 Yeoman-Single Wohler Diary

[2] Wilhelmine HELMER 29 Servant-Single Wohler Diary

As Rev WOHLER describes the journey, he includes weather conditions, lists many old major
landmarks and Islands. With this information it was easy to plot the voyage from Germany to
Nelson. Note: Bahia, which is now known as Salvador. They travel through Bass Strait
between Australia and Tasmania (then Van Diemens Land) then sailed up the Westcoast of
New Zealand and eventually around Farewell spit and arriving at Nelson in June 1843. Rev
WOHLER records the first sighting of New Zealand and their final journey into the port of
Nelson.
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Agency NZC Series 3 Itam 14 Nelson 05™ August 1843

Statement showing the total amount of Ordinary Rations to which the Emigrants per “St
Pauli” were entitled during the voyage from Hamburg to Nelson, the Quantities issued for
their use, according to the Superintendents’ accounts, and the excess or deficiency where

any oceurs.
Hamg Cugafly Amourst igsusd Excass Dafcanzy Aamars
|os. |os. b, lbs. | If fresh bread has been issued in due

Biscuits 12,540 11,000 1.540 [ Proportion with fresh meat the amount
Salt Beef 2,430 3,040 810 would have been 4,055 Bre. And
Salt Pork 2430 2700 27 9.048% Bisc.
Soup & Bouille 1,749 200 849 [ 900 |lbs. were thrown overboard being
Frezh Meat 3,491 3,480 11 | spoil.
Flour 3,077 3,600 | 522% Fresh meat was issued daily for ¥ weeks
Raizins 862 900 38 during which no flour was served out
Suet 320% 318.60z 2.60z | except to children between 1 & 7 years
Feas 1710 2,000 280 of age; others having the usua
Rice Barley etc. 18227 2,300 | 4771% gllowance of be.[sic)] together with &n
Potatoes 9.785 5,000 4,785 | additional quantity of Por. [sic]
Sour Kraut 2,430 1,800 530 | Further remarks Jany. 28" 1544
Plums 855 800 55 | After bzlancing the exceszs of some
Tes T414 a0 5% articles the deficiency of athers, &
Coffes 2224 200 22%% | substitute Beef for Bigcuit, flour for
Chocolate 296%: 250 46%: | Kraut & vinegar | recommended that.
Sugar 1,78174 1,600 18174 | the following articles should be issued
Butter 1,187 1.048 138% [ and they were sccording served out by
Salt . : " | MrJ N Beit.
Vinegar 1,187%% 480 707

Ib. Ib. oz.
Beef 509 or 5.4
Flour 1315 13.13
Potatoes 2583 27.3
Plums 17 0.2%4
Chocolate 4634 778
Sugar 18174 1.13%%
Butter 139%% 1.7 2/3

Alex. MacShane Immigration Agent
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Sir—We, the undersigned, Emigrants by
the ship St. Pauli, beg that you will allow us,
through the mec.om of your paper, to returr
our thanks to Captain Schacht for the kindnes:s
we received from him throughout the voyage,
and also to express our gratitude to his excel.
lent lady for her care of our sick and children:

J. H. A. Spanhake | A. Assmann & wife
G. H. C. Mansen J. D. T. Moller and
L. Subritky family

H. Dickman F. Schumacher an¢
B. Benseman wife -

F. C. G. Hemhel P. J. Eisemann
9H, Korber W. Pahl

J. Stade F. E. Rithdel

H. Schiiler D. Fricke

H. Mohr ~—— Hutter

C. Pahl — Trost

D. Meyer — Heine

F. W. Hase —= Jung

P. D. Schueider and | — Ooye

wife Th. Barth

J. C. M. Karstens | A. Hasenbein

J. Schieb F. Jaensth

D. Adam P. Ahrens

F. Beckman & wife | A. Trebau

G. Scheucher B. Ollerich.

C. Lange & sisters

To Tax Epritor or THE NxLsoN ExaMINER.

Sie—We testify that Captain P. Schacht, o
the St. Pauli, has & very good reputation among
his countrymen in Hamburg, %oth as captain
and as private man, and we :feclare that on the
whole voyage we were treated by him in a mos!
kind and honourable manner, as clergymen anc
medical gentlemen may require to be,

We remain, sir,
Your most obedient servants,
Rev. T. F. H. WoHLERS,
Rev. F. T, RIEMEN SCHNEIDER,
T. F. Goepers, M.D.
Nelson, July 13.

[We have beén compelled to omit a portion of the abow
letter, as it contained matter which, if inserted, would com.
pel us to give other parties an opportunity to reply to.—ED..
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/\ IMPORTANT SALE BY AUCTION.
EX SHIP ST. PAULL

R. J. WILLIAMS respectfully

; informs the inhabitants of Nelson that he has received
instructions to offer to PUBLIC COMPETITION the
following valuable MERCHANDISE, belonging to the ship
8t. Pauli, being the private cargo of the Captain.  'The sale
will commence on FRIDAY next, June 30th, at Twelve
o'clock precisely, at Messrs. Empson and Co.’s store, Auck-
land Point.

Very best refined sugar
Best pearl barley
Starch
Cherry brandy, in bottles
Best French brandy, in bottles
1,000 jars imperial Hollands gin
Quantity of glass tumblers
ditto wineglasses
80 prime hams
20 casks real Hamburg pork
33 ditto prime Hamburg beef
A large assortment of shoes, all descriptions
Best white pepper
Good bluck tea, in chests
Jamaica coffee
Beat rice
30 casks superior Irish pork
Quantity of preserved fruits
Gunpowder, in barrels
datto, in cases
Best cabin biscuit, in barrels
Best white-wine vinegar, in bottles
1 double-barrelled gun, and case
Pickles
Sauces
French capers
Irish butter, superior quality
‘Women’s white cotton hose
Children’s ditto n‘
Splendid assortment of gilt, glass, and fancy butto
Jars of lime juice

Together with a variety of other goods, too numerous to
mention. The whole to be sold without reserve.- The terms
of purchase will be stated at the time of sale.

&elson, June 28,

¢

60 barrels superfine kiln.
dried flour
70 cwt. fine biscuit
60 tierces Hamburg navy
beef aud pork
53 barrels do. prime mess
beef
DMelted suet in jars
Holstein butter in jars
20 hhds. brown stout
20 do. strong ale
2 do.French wine vinegar
10,000 stone bottles Hollands
in casks
50 cases do.
25 do. cherry cordial, 12
quarts or 24 pints in

eac]
Frenchk and Rhenish
wines in cases of 1
dozen each—
$t. Estephe
8t. Julien
Chateau Margeaux
Cautenac
Chatean Leoville
Haut Sauternes
Do. Lur Saluce
Muscat Lunel
Champagne
Hochheimer, vint-
age of 16834
Marcobriinner, do.
Rtidesheimer, do.
Cogniac brandy
Port and Madeira
Havannah cigars, in }
and 3 boxes
Woodville’s la fama,
trabucos, ne plus ul-
trn, eaballeros, &ec.
Kanaster tobacco, in
1-lb. packages
Petit kanaster, do.
1 doz. bottles natchez
: touchez snuff
| 50 cases white soap, in
| bozxes ot 56-1bs.
: 2 do. toilet soaps
2¢ boxes stearine tallow

‘ candles 5,000 feet Norway deals
; Jorx BxiT & Soxs,,
1 onn. June 28, Bridge Street.

mHE undersigned are now landing, e
St. Pauli, from Hamburg—

Stearine candles
3 tons double refine
loaf sugar
1 case Havannah sugar
3 barrels tapioca
2 canisters flue arro
root
1 puncheon rice
6 casks new Smyrna
raisins
. S kegs currauts
1 cask Malags raisine
3 boxes Buscatel do.
1 keg Valencia almonds
1 caae citron
20 cwt, new prunes
9 do. dried liplcl
30 do. Scoteh barley
8 boxes tea
4 bags Batavis coffee
8 cwt, chocolate
‘Seed wheat
Do. barley
Red and white clover
seed
Rye.-grass seed
Timothy do.
00 hides patent leather
700 pair of assorted boots,
shoes, and slippers
1 casg hats
Axsortment of straw,
Leghorn, & Tusca
hats

Assortment of Germ:!
toys, lookingglasses,
musical instruments,
and hardware

50 cases window-glass va-
rious sizes

Large assortment of
glass — tumblers,
wineglaswes, decan-

rs, &c.
12 bags assorted nails
4 barrels gunpowder
2 casks Iemon juice
2 tons tabic salt
50,000 yellow bricks
40,000 red do.

Beit’s advertisements for cargo goods that he brought on the “St Pauli” from Germany

Nelson Examiner June 24, 1843

NOTE: There are more detailed descriptions of the voyage of the “St Pauli” in the
appendix to this book. Also the full Wohler Diary can be found at http://www.lynly.gen.nz/

SPAppendixV4.pdf
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The Nelson years

Historically the Subritzky family are recognised as being New Zealand's
first Polish settlers.

When the Subritzky family arrived in Nelson, they were in for the shock of their lives. Not
only did they find a very primitive settlement but also the New Zealand Company had not
organised their land and what land there was, was un-useable because it was swamp and or

still owned by the Maoris’. i.e. the New Zealand Company sold land that they did not own!!

After a passage of between five and six
monthls, the St. Pauli, with German immi-
grants, arrived here on Wednesday last.
She left Hamburg on the 4th of January,
but put into Bahia, where she remained
three weeks.- The passengers are Mr. Beit
and family (amounting, we believe, to four-
teen), two Lutheran missionaries, and an
English gentleman from Bahia. Mr. Beit
is a large purchaser of land in this settle-
ment, having five allotments, and, we un-
derstand, is appointed German Consul. The
immigrants are partly mechanics aud partly
labourers ; many of the latter are from the
Rhenish provinces, and are acquainted with
the culture of the vine. We yesterday wit-

the hill side and examined the soil, which
they pronounced to be well adapted for
vine growing. They all appear in high
spirite, and will no doubt make valuable
settlers. Notwithstanding the prolonged
passage, and that destructive disease the
small-pox making its appearance on board
three weeks after sailing, only four children
died. A salute was fired from the shore on
Thursday morning, when the St. Pauli came
into harbour.

INelson Examiner 17 June 1843

nessed the landing of the first boat, l\:mli
several immediately betook themselves to

Before the German’s left Germany, 10 German
emigrants including Johann Spanake (married
Sophie’s daughter also named Sophie on the St
Pauli) and H Dieckmann (the man Sophie
married on the St Pauli) bought land in Nelson.

The area called St Paulidorf is mentioned and it
is where some of the “St Pauli” passengers
finally settled. However St Paulidorf was
abandoned after less than 2 years as it was
located in swamp land and I believe that the
Subritzky’s never lived there. Even today, the
land is of not very good quality and does not
seem to be of much use.

There is not a lot known about what the
Subritzky’s did in Nelson although the boys
were employed by the New Zealand Company
to build roads. It is also understood that Heir
Dietman, (Sophie’s husband from the “St
Pauli”) supported the Subritzky family while
they were in Nelson and the early times in
South Australia. The Spanhake and Korber
families are also believed to have helped
support the Subritzky’s. The Korber’s rented in
the “Lutheran Mission Town” section of
Nelson rather than trying their hand at farming.

It was not long before they sailed to Australia after the Korber’s house burnt to the ground
one night, creating extreme hardship for all three families.

From Alan Wagener.

The agent on the ship proved to be a con man. In spite of the written contracts each
passenger has signed he made it clear on arrival that he had no intention of allocating the
promised land In practice there was no land because the entire undertaking was based on
questionable agreements with local Maoris who it turned out did not have the tribal
authority to sell anything, and this became a serious source of tension in the Nelson area as
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elsewhere. The 'St. Pauli' arrivals were caught in a situation not of their making and were
unable to set up on farms and enterprises that would feed their families. Eventually most of
them chose to leave while they still had some resources, heading to the nearest Germanic
settlement, which was Adelaide.

The families were almost destitute when they and many of their 'Palmyra’ friends left on the
‘Sisters' for Hobart, where on their arrival the arrival the newspapers of the day commented
that most of the 'German immigrants' were paupers and a collection was taken up for them
locally. This may not have been true for the Subritzky clan for on arrival in Adelaide they
were able to buy land with money of Herr Dieckmann's.

In a publication the families SUBRITZKY’S, SPANHAKE and KORBER are quoted, as,
“On arrival in Nelson, the three families appear to have settled in St Paulidorf”. I have found
no evidence to confirm this statement. If you read details from WOHLER’s diary it records
that KORBER rented the Lutheran Mission Town section in Nelson. Also recorded on the
NZC roadwork invoices for Waimea road the names SUBRITZKY, SPANHAKE and
KORBER appear which proves that they did not go to Moutere but stayed to work on the
roads in Nelson. All the Subritzky’s, Korbers and Spanhakes were naturalised as NZ citizens
on the 16™ April 1844,

GERMAN MEN WORKING ON WAIMEA ROAD GANG
Taken from a N.Z.Co. receipt dated 30 December 1843.

Post, Philip

Pahl, Carl

Lange, Conrad
Sixtus, Johann
Rahdel, F. (or S.)
Frank, Jacob
Kérber, Heinrich
Barth, Fedor
Mohr, Herman
Ovye, JW.
Hempel, (E.)
Bensemann, Cordt
Subritzky, Heinrich
Korber, C.

Franck, C.

Waimea Rod, Nelson in 2016, originally
built by the Germans in the 1840°s

Note - some names and initials differ from those given on the St Pauli register.

Following is an extract from Mike Subritzky’s book “The Subritzky Family Legend” which
gives a good account of the very hard years that the Subritzky’s and other German families
experienced while in the Nelson area.

The Nelson Years

For the family the Nelson years were probably the hardest and most: back-breaking time that
the family were to ever experience. In Nelson the Subritzky boys were still little more than
youths, and Heinrich Korber could neither read nor write, so Fred Spanhake appears to have
acted as the family spokesman — remember, this is back in the 1840s when women had little
or no speaking rights during any business transactions.

Just two days before the arrival of the “St Pauli” began the build-up to what was later to be
referred to in history books as either "The Wairau Massacre" or "The Wairau Incident”,
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depending upon which book you read. Actually it was more of a fiasco than an incident or a
massacre and I will give now a truthful account of what actually took place because I'm sick
of reading "coloured up English history books" which gloss over the facts and tend to
concentrate more on waving the Union Jack than telling the truth. The Wairau plain was an
area of flat arable land that was communally owned by a large number of Maoris. On
occasion areas of it were cultivated, on others it was left untouched. Wakefield and his
Company were desirous of securing it from the Maori and made a number of attempts to
obtain it off them. This was to ignite the sparks that fed the flames that came to be known as
Wairau.

Wakefield made what he considered a purchase in 1839. The purchase in itself was suspect,

to say the least — Wakefield not having taken into account the communal ownership of
Maori land. In any case his very dubious claim of purchase became null and void with the
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. The second spark that led to the igniting of the flames was

the vicious rape and murder of a Maori woman in which the murderer (a white settler) went
unpunished.

...... The third and final spark came from Blenkinsop's cannon. In 1839 John Blenkinsop, a
sea captain and master of the whaler Caroline, sailed into Port Underwood. There he took
on board a consignment of spars and flax provided by the local Maori. Blenkinsop's payment
was some items of trade, a cask of tobacco and cannon. For the latter he required the chiefs
to put their moko (facial signature) on a document he produced. They were made to
understand that it was a receipt for the transaction that had just taken place. It was in fact a
deed of sale for the Wairau plains. The Caroline sailed away and Blenkinsop later drowned
at sea. His sea chest was eventually returned to his widow, and she later sold the "deed" to
Wakefield's Company. These three incidents made up the background to Wairau.

Wakefield's method of land settlement in the South Island was fairly simple. He would
(disregarding tribal and communal ownership of land) find a chief who was willing to sell
him land, be he a paramount chief or a mere village leader, strike a bargain with him, survey
the land in question, then move settlers onto it who had the capability of defending
themselves. Any ensuing problems with the Maori were dealt with by gifts, threats, bluff and
cajoling. In late 1842, with shiploads of would-be settlers making ready to sail for New
Zealand, Wakefield decided to survey the Wairau, as he required thousands of acres to
satisfy the needs of land hungry settlers.

The Paulidorf group is known to have included . "The Early Nelson Settfement"

the families of JC.M. Karsten, J.H.F. e .." 5 53 i

Beckmann, J. Huter, F.W. Haase, and F.R. | “““”%' S "WA’W‘§

Jaensch, the names of these five families were ; e

later recorded, but three families were not as M%, :) ~TT

they had departed for Adelaide — they were ﬁ::.: 0, mf; ~

almost certainly the Spanhake’s, Korber's and T ‘ A’“l,/ b

Subritzky’s. | \";;;z,; 4 g \\.:%ﬁ\u\’
‘ / ond =\

The hardships they suffered at Paulidorf were at | Mmmgl\., \§ﬁ\l“\\\

frequent and irregular intervals increased by | ,'.';,;:Md ‘-\\(TMUW

flooding. Whenever it rained the small steam ] i

which ran through the settlement flooded right
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up into the homes of the settlers. Undeterred they laboured on felling trees, clearing scrub
and planting gardens. Most of the families had brought seeds, vines, potatoes, etc, from
Germany and these were planted, mainly by the wives, while the menfolk cut down trees,
hacked tracks to the road and also made improvements to the homes.

The land was divided into sections by drawing lots — so that all had an equal opportunity of
obtaining the best land. By sheer hard work they managed to gain a toehold on their
situation. Initially the only food they had to eat was hard track (ship's biscuits) and salt pork
as was issued by Colonel Wakefield, the only supplement being that prior to planting the
(now shrivelled) potatoes, they cut them in half, planting the portion that had sprouted eyes
and cooking what remained.

Gradually as they began to explore the wilderness about them they supplemented their food
resources by shooting the larger native birds (including pigeons, tuis, kakas, kiwis). The
children fished for eels in the rivers and also koura (fresh water crayfish). Then there were
expeditions to the coast in search of seafood — mainly returning with mussels, carried a
distance of just over three hours' walk. This was the life at Paulidorf — real pioneering,
carving one's destiny out of the backwoods, rising at dawn with a prayer, working hard
throughout the day, returning exhausted at night to eat a plain and frugal meal and turning
in just after sunset with a prayer on one's lips and the promise of a new and better day.
Above the fireplace or the door hung the musket and either a sword or a bowie knife — the
bowie knife, hatchets and axes never being far from hands' reach because of the threat of
Maori war parties.

During the Nelson years and under these conditions Doris Spanhake once again became
pregnant and gave birth to a baby daughter. They named this baby Louisa Sophia Dorothea.
The baby was more than likely delivered by the womenfolk, the birth being recorded only in
the family Bible as was the custom and not in the official Nelson register.

The settlement struggled on under the harshest of conditions, bonded together by a common
language, sheer determination and the spiritual guidance of the missionaries. Had Mother
Nature and the weather been more kind to them Paulidorf may have indeed prevailed. By late
1843 a number of cattle had been purchased and brought up to the settlement, but as there
were no fences the children were detailed off to mind them during the daylight hours and
much to the children's misery the cows enjoyed playing hide and seek with them, often as not
more hide than seek.

...... In New Zealand June heralds the beginning of winter and sadly for the inhabitants of
Paulidorf the weather which had been reasonably kind thus far deteriorated rapidly. In early
August the Rev. Riemenschneider decided to travel to the North Island and minister amongst
the Maoris: his departure signalled the beginning of the end. All the while the weather and
their situation worsened. By the end of October 1844 the little German village ceased to
exist. Of the eight families one group returned into Nelson, the others decided to try their
luck in the Waimea with Cordt Bensemann and his group. I do not believe that the family
were ever with the Waimea group for several reasons.

1. The Germans who went to Waimea fared better than their fellows and are the forefathers
of most of the modem Nelson families with Germanic surnames — many of whom still live
within close proximity to their original settler homes.
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2. Fred Spanhake made several further attempts to have the family land released by Beit.

German families at Paulidorf
christened this valley
"Schachtsal" in honour of the
captain of the “St Pauli”.

However as it stands the family
is only mentioned once by
Bensemann, and that were with
regard to their migration to
Adelaide in 1845. So it is
& natural to assume that the

. family would have spent their
remaining months in Nelson
Township. The Waimea group
of German settlers thrived and
took root. The soil was richer than at Paulidorf and they didn't have the problem of flooding
to contend with, and more important they also managed to find paid employment for the
menfolk.

St Paulidorf in 2006

Their small community sprang up in the area of Lot 200, in the Waimea East. Initially, after
landing ashore from the “St Pauli”, they like their fellow passengers struggled in the town of
Nelson. Once Wakefield released Lot 200 to them the men moved out with axes, hammers
and nails and erected whares for the families. The women and children then joined them,
walking for two days to reach the settlement. As luck would have it, across the river from
their village was an abandoned Maori garden containing cabbage, potatoes and kumera; the
river contained eels aplenty.

With paid employment, essential for the purchase of clothing, food and provisions, the
Waimea settlement went from strength to strength. Some of the men, Cordt Bensemann
included, worked at sawmilling, others as shipwrights — returning home on the weekends,
while the women kept house, ran the household and planted and tended as next season's
crops. Some of the women were even contracted to spin wool.

Make no mistake though — life was just as harsh for the Waimea group as it was for those at
Paulidorf, with the exception of the soul destroying floods. Gradually their life style
improved, chickens and cattle began to make their appearance and stronger, more durable
houses began to get erected.

Their seeds were planted, the roots took hold, and the community flourished. The town group
had come ashore with the others. Some were lawyers and others tradesmen. As previously
stated, Beit refused to hire any of the Germans so the town group fended pretty much for
themselves. Coming out under the German Colonisation Company Scheme as assisted
immigrants, the group included labourers and servants who arrived in New Zealand with
little more than the clothes they stood up in. For those the immediate future looked decidedly
bleak. Many of them survived the first few months only through the generosity of the citizens
of Nelson. Beit, entrenched in his position, gave them nothing, not even hope.
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Gradually the drift to Australia began, becoming a steady tide by the end of 1844, the
German settlements at Hobart and Adelaide being the easiest to reach. Family groups of
Germans arrived there at all levels of destitution, the local Germans raising --he money to

pay for their passage and upon arrival giving them cash assistance to help them establish

themselves. The first ship the Germans used was the “The Sisters”

which took quite a

number of German families to Australia during the next twelve months.

MIGRATIONS

In 1842 the ST PAULI sailed from Hamburg in Northern Germany,
carrying 140 passengers. The journey was unpleasant and arduous.
In June 1843 the ship sailed into Nelson - a province with few jobs and
little land prepared for settlement.

A second ship, the SKIOLD, arrived in September 1844, bringing
migrants from Rantzau estate near Mecklenburg in Northern
Germany.

There was a second wave of German migration between 1855 and
1870, encouraged by the New Zealand Government. Some immigrants
were sponsored by German families already living in New Zealand.
The majority of the later migrants settled at Sarau (Upper Moutere).

ST PAULIDORF

Soon after the arrival of the ST PAULI in Nelson four German
missionaries took up their Moutere sections (in the area now known
as Harakeke) with a view to establishing a German Mission. Soon
after, they were joined by ten families from the ST PAULI who took up
land nearby.

Devastating flooding, together with problems in farming the unfenced
bush and the infertile land, led to the abandonment of the settlement

...... But the drift to Australia
continued. On Ist February 1845
the sailed  for
Adelaide. On board as passengers
were Mrs Tod and three children

“Augustus”

as well as several in steerage (as
their names are not mentioned they
were quite probably Germans). On
Saturday 25th another group of
being
destitute and in poor physical

Germans described as

condition sailed for Hobart aboard

only fifteen months after it was started.

their means, they and a number of the other
small landowners made one final attempt to
have their land released by Biet. Included in
this  group was Dieckmann, Schieb,
Schneider, C.J.F. Lange and Fred
Spanhake. But to no avail. Enough was
enough, the family decided to cut their
losses and move to Australia before things
got desperate.

On 23 August 1845 the family and a number
of other German families boarded the
“Palmyra” and sailed out of Nelson
harbour to the established German colony in
Adelaide. The ship arrived in Adelaide on 21
September 1845, a voyage of 29 days. The
Nelson years were over, but they stated that
they would have remained in Nelson if Beit

had treated them more fairly.

Nelson Examiner and New Zealand
Chronicle, Volume II, Issue 85,

the ship “The Sisters”. The family
struggled on. Nearing the end of
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Subritzky Family in Australia

Why did the Subritzky’s, who arrived in Nelson with such high hopes, leave again for a new
life in Australia so soon after leaving Germany? The following may be the reasons why.

The German emigrants planned to settle in Nelson under an arrangement with the New
Zealand Company. When the Company's plans for settlement fell into disarray and the
emigrants were unable to find work, many of them, in a state of destitution, decided to leave
left New Zealand.

From the South Australia REGISTER newspaper: We understand that Captain Simpson, who
recently sailed in the “JOHN PIRIE” for NEW ZEALAND is authorised to afford passages to
fifty emigrants from New Zealand at £2. a head, if he should be applied to by any
unemployed persons whose capabilities and character would entitle them to such a boon.
From the SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NEWS - another group of Germans settlers left on the
“JOHN PIRIE” from Auckland, NZ and Hobart Town with Captain Simpson, arrived in
Adelaide Nov 30th 1844 with 26 emigrants of superior description. (Names not listed)

Then in 1844: The “JOSEPH ALBINO” from New Zealand with Captain Finnis on July 25th
and arrived Hobart Town August 6th 1844. The HOBART TOWN COURIER reported
upwards of 40 people arrived on board the “JOSEPH ALBINO”. The greatest portion of
them is emigrating from New Zealand to South Australia. Some few will remain in Hobart.

1844 - ADELAIDE OBSERVER: EMIGRANTS FROM NEW ZEALAND. Several English
settlers were left at Hobart Town when the “JOSEPH ALBINO” left there with Captain
Finness, with about 40 German passengers (names not listed in the SA REGISTER
newspaper) and arrived in Adelaide on August 27th 1844. These men, women and children -
who, being reduced to a state of extreme destitution and distress, were glad to avail
themselves of the opportunity afforded by Captain Finness, to quit the land of their
disappointment, for one which (it is hoped) will be found in every way adapted to their wants
and circumstances. They described the state of the colony (NZ) as wretched in the extreme.
All who can leave (English as well as German) are leaving. Another batch of Germans was
waiting to escape by the next vessel, and will probably arrange with Captain Simpson for
their passage hither.

Note that the families Diechman and Korber were on this ship arriving in Adelaide in August
1844. They stayed in Hobart for several months before departing for Adelaide on the Palyma

1845 January 8th - This group of Germans settlers and others including the Subritzky’s joined
the “Palmyra” with Capt. T. Griffiths, bound for Adelaide. After contrary winds she became
becalmed in Bass Strait for 14 days, Jan 22nd 1845 - Arrived at Port Philip (Melbourne) for
water, food Jan 30th 1845 - Left Port Philip (Melbourne) to resume her passage to Adelaide.
Feb 15th 1845 - Arrived at Adelaide at last.
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DIECKMANN H. 36 Farrier (Sophie Subritzky’s husband)
Courier (Hobart, Tas. : 1840 - 1859),

Friday 9 August 1844, page2 —

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

Poar or Hosarr Town.

August 4— Arrived the whooner LilNas. 88 tons.
‘Sarith, from Port Phillip 29¢d July, with sheep and

6—Arrived the schooner Jokn and Cherioite, D4
u—.:‘unm.h-MMhnlsim-m

sheap enttie—ateerage pasenger, John B ¢
onttbo—

from Port Albert 29th July, with shesp and
esbin passenger, M. Ti .
Aline, 194 tons,

68— Arrived the schoomer Josrph

Finnis, from New Zesland 25h July, with & genersl
eargo —cabin > Mer. and Mes. Rich and
family. Mr. Cﬁall. Mr. Batemas. Misa M*

=wutoerage. J. Clare and som. Mr. M'Irvine, Mr. Barr,
Nt: Badden, J. F. Spimhull, wife, and child, I.
Deichman, wife, and ehild, H. Kerber, wife. and child,
H. Kerber, E. Kempel, wifs. and two children, H
Moore, wile, and chjid. P. Lange, wife, snd 1wo ehil-
dren, Frederlak Sisters, Charles Bisters, Frederick
Radel, F. Engerman, J. Hunter snd wife, D. Mayer,
Serjsant Quintin, y and two children, Privete

: No Departyres.

—

National Librarv of Australia

These are some of the Passengers on board the “Palmyra” which arrived in Adelaide
February 15th, 1845:

DUBE, Johann  Joachim
Heinrich Hans 33 - Steerage

DUBE, Johanna Maria
Christina nee Parbst 20 (wife
of Johann, sister of Johann
Joachin Parbst)

KORBER Johann Heinrich
Samuel 44 Shoemaker

KORBER Maria Elizabeth 41
Wife

KORBER Jurgen Heinrich
Reinhard 18

KORBER Johann Carl Joseph
15

The Korber's travelled on to
South Australia and the two

boys eventually married and had children of their own. They and their kin, the Subritzky’s
and Spanhake's travelled in the “Palmyra” with another family that became connected, the
Westphal's. In Adelaide the 'Korber' spelling quickly reverted to 'Koerber', then 'Korber', as it

remains today.

SPANHAKE Johann Heinrich Friedrich 23 Agricultural labourer

SPANHAKE Sophie Margarete Dorothea 24 Wife

SPANHAKE Louisa Sophie Doris (b.1844 Nelson, NZ) went to Adelaide with her family
Frederick SPANHAKE married Sophie immediately after their ship left Germany for New
Zealand (to avoid the fees and taxes due on shore).

SUBRITZKY Sophie Elisabeth 44 Widow (mercer) - Married H.

SUBRITZKY Johann Heinrich Rudolf 18 Agricultural Labourer

SUBRITZKY Wilhelm Heinrich 15 Agricultural Labourer

SUBRITZKY Johann Anton 12

WESTPHAL Maria Sophie Christine 19

WESTPHAL Karoline Katharine Sophie 16



WESTPHAL Anna Sophie Elisabeth 12

From Alan Wagener

Simply getting to Adelaide was a mission,
for after several days in Hobart they took
passage on the 'Palmyra’, a vessel
engaged in shipping between the various
southern ports. Sailing west into the teeth
of the predominantly SW winds was very
difficult, and on this particular voyage
the ship ran out of water and firewood.
This latter was particularly important to
sailing vessels because all the cooked
food on board was courtesy of the
carefully maintained wood fire below
decks. Even if they caught fish they still
needed to cook them, so in this instance
the ship turned east and put into shore on
the western coast of Victoria where they

could obtain food, water and firewood.

Focal f1ews.

Tue GerMaxs pEr “ Paruvea."—We are g'ad to hear
that Osmond Gilles, Esq., has kindly allowed the Ger-
maus who arrived per Palmyra, to occupy the old huts
erected by some of the first German settlere in 1837, at
the village of Glen (smond, fo: & few mgnths, till they
get permaneantly settled. The new coniers are young
couples, with families. from the agricultural districts of
Mecklenburg Sehwerin, and several of them, we are
happy to say, have already got employment from tie
neighbouring farmers. It appears that these Germaus
have been particularly fortuuste in the results of theit
ewmigration ; having leit the llbe in May last they had
four months run Lo New Zealand, thirteen wecks there,
and one month ea romle trom thet place to Port Ade-
laide, zia Hobarton ; eight months in all. i hey were
sent out at the entire expense of a Mecklenburg Couslt,
who purchased from 150) to 2800 acres of land (rom the
New Zesland Company. From not getting possession of
their land they were relieved from their coutract, and
have landed without being i.volved in -any fore'ga or
loczl debt. The Klemz:g people conveyed thew to
Glen Osinond free of experse. It will e enconraging to
those now arrived to know, th:t the sixteen families of
their countrymen, whom Mr Gilles allowed to' locate en
the same spol for three years, nre now in indejendent
circumstances, being all landed proprictors, and owners
of horses, cattle, sheep, and goats. Happily, in this
favored conntry we can wish those now arrived evea
greater zaccess than their predecessors, with nearly =
certainty of fulfilmest.

It still took a record passage time to From “South Australian” 25 Jan 1845

reach their destination but they did so

and soon mingled with the other German immigrants and took up various trades including
that of butcher. After some years they trekked overland back to Victoria and the goldfields
where their fortunes improved yet again. They never did lose their intention of getting back
to New Zealand and eventually managed to do so when they settled in the very Far North of
that country.

Records of the “St Pauli” voyage stated that Sophie married Herr Dieckmann on the way to
New Zealand, but subsequently she used both the Subritzky and Dieckmann names.

e Old Kappler in Adelaide was one of the sponsors to Wilhelmina Sophie Henriette
Subritzky. The Sponsors were Heinrich Dietman, (Blacksmith) and Sophie
Dietman

e Old Sophie’s name also appears on the Marriage record of Christian Goesh and
Anne Petrus, 22 March 1847. Witnesses were J Spanhake and Sophie Dietman.

e Sophie also attended baptisms using the name Sophie Dietman.

The three eldest WESTPHAL girls were sent off to Adelaide, with
the SUBRITZKY family and others. Ludolph SUBRITZKY
obviously formed an attachment with Marie Westphal, for he
married her later in Adelaide.
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s}  THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

wox i, PO, CANBIRRA, &4 CT. AUFTRALLIL, DeO3

TELEFROME; 453001
TILPCRAMS AND CAFLES

i Department of Socloloqgy,

School of Genaral Studies.

drd Saptember, 1371

Dear Mrs. Evans,

Thank you for your letter of July 29.,and my
apologies for this late reply. I did not feel
justified in commenting without consulting first my
good friend Mr. Lech Paszkowskl, author of the book
Poles in Australia and Hew Zealand, 1790-1940. MNr.
Faszkowskl has just sent me his comments on your
letter and I have incorporated them in what feollows.

The nama ZUBRZYCKI and its German derivative
SUBRITZKY is quite common in that part of S5ilesia
which in the 19th century was under the German rule.
There was heavy migration from Lower Silesia to South
Australia in the late thirties and forties of the
19th century, Two members of Qubritzky family wore
naturalised in Adelaide on 24 June 1859 ([Naturallsa-
tion Book 4, Mos. 147 and 148): JOHANN RUDOLF and
HEINRICH SUBRITZKY. Judging by their first names
they belonged to the German stock. John Rudolf
Subritzky lived in Victoria where he was elected a
member of the town council in Maldon (TARRANGOWER
TIMES, 1859: March 4, March 22, April 26, August 2.)

I also understand from Mr. Paszkowski that
the Polish magazine DOOKOLA SWIATA (Warsaw, April 9,
1967) ecarried an article by B . rolodziejski, entitlec
"cobleski under the Southern Cross”. The article
gives the history of Arnold Subritzky and the photo-
graphs of his family.

I accept Mr. Paszkowski's judgment that the
hypothesis linking the Sobieski family with the family
Zubrzycki and Subritzky is completely fictitious.

rim n b i e A
JTbe,dast descsndpat, of 5iag JRPB.Eiinar 187 1331,
He had no issue. There are several families bearing

the name Sobieski but they are not related to the
royal family.

I hope this information will be of some inter-
ezt to you. Incidentally, should you wish to
purchase a copy of Mr. Paszkowski's book you can
write to him at 28 Darling Road, East Malvern,
victoria 3145, He has a few copies left, I believe.

Yours nincerel?.

ey 41,.,1.?}3:};-

J. Zubrzycki.
Mrs. Alice Evans,

Pukenui, RD4,
LRAITEIL. NORTHLAND, WZ
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Some highlights of the early years in South Australia.
e The Subritzky’s were all made naturalised Australian’s on 25™ March 1947

e 13™ Feb 1848, Allotments 210 and 211 of Stanley St, North Adelaide were bought
by A W Bannier and Henry Subritzky, re-sold for 200 Pounds on 28 July 1851.

e 4™ January 1847, John Louis Subritzky appointed as a constable in the South
Australian Metropolitan Police Force.

e While in Adelaide, Sophie’s daughter Sophie Doris died in childbirth on 4
September 1849 while in childbirth.

— e m——— —

Found,
THE 8th of April, in Mr Rankine’s
shop, a Burra Burra receipt for a
load of ore, and a £1 note. The owner
may receive the same, by paying the ad.
vertisement.
JOHN SUBRITZKY,
8 at Mr Rankine’s,
Sy Hindley.street.

From the “South Australian” 9 April 1847

Yor u&’&%ﬁu

[-n.!n-hy-nu-c.r&uﬁ

From “South Australian Register” 23 Nov 1850

Alan Wagener has also commented on the Subritzky’s in Australia in an email to me

With regard to the various stages of the Subritzky’s, you will have to obtain a sort of
contextual feel for it. After arrival in NZ their fortunes were dictated by the man Sophie
married on ship. It was his money that supported them once they left Nelson.

The core problem in Nelson was the fact that they were given poor land and the Maoris were
pretty upset at everything that was going on. Add to that the fact that one of the boys had his
eye on the girls just arrived on 'Skjold" and there was plenty of motivation for leaving for
Adelaide.

In Adelaide it was Heinrich Dieckmann's money that kept them afloat, plus Fred Spanhake's
wheeling and dealing that made them enough money to look seriously at the Victorian

Goldfields.
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In fact there had been on-going waves of German (Wend) settlers going east to the
Wimmera, that region of VIC next to SA, so there were lots of kindred souls on the way.

Once again, Mike Subritzky’s excellent book “The Subritzky Family Legend” has an
excellent account of the Subritzky’s in Australia. Since publication of that book, there has
been little new information which is why I have used his work extensively in this chapter.
Thanks Mike.

Adelaide

On arrival the family disembarked and made their way to the “Established German Colony”
— either at Klemzig or Hahndorf, but more probably Klemzig. There were two German
colonies in Adelaide, founded by the passengers of three ships that arrived in the colony in
1838-1839. Two shiploads settled on the banks of the Torrens River just a few miles north-
east of the centre of Adelaide and founded the settlement of Klemzig. The third shipload were
all devout Lutherans who had sailed to Australia aboard the ship Zebra. They had been
persecuted in Germany because of their religious convictions and had sailed to Australia to
start a new life. 139 sailed from Germany and 12 died during the voyage. When these
passengers disembarked in Adelaide they pushed south-east from the settlement and
approximately 25 kilometres from Adelaide they formed their own rural community which
they named after their former captain — Captain Hahn.

MEW SOUTH BALLS

VILTORIA

e ! ARSTRALIAN TOGKS MEKTIOWED
IN THIS CHAPTER.

Klemzig was not far from Adelaide itself and formed one of the northern suburbs. The way of
life in this community, although Lutheran was more tolerant and, as it would have been
easier for them to obtain work in the township, this was most likely their first destination
Johannes Anton was listed in an early Adelaide directory as living in North Adelaide.
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The small township of Klemzig, near Adelaide, South Australia, in the 1840s.

Just to recap — on arrival in Adelaide the boys Ludolph Heinrich and Johannes Anton were
now almost grown men. Ludolph was twenty, Heinrich was seventeen and Johannes Anton
was fifteen Now the family was in Adelaide with the opportunity of a reasonable income with
everyone of working age. Things could only get better whilst in Adelaide the boys anglicised
their Christian names. Ludolph became Louis or John Louis, Johannes became John Anton,
Heinrich became Henry or William Henry, Johann Spanhake became Fred Spanhake and
Sophia Margaretha became Doris.

They found Adelaide well established upon their arrival and just getting over a depression
brought on by the Governor George Grey who had tightened the purse strings to try and curb
the excessive spending that had been done by his predecessor. A small part of the settlement
and survey of Adelaide had been done by a man called James Hoare who was the
“husbandman” (servant) of B.T. Finniss — I make mention of this because James Hoare was
shortly to become John Anton’s father-in-law.

Within a very short time after making their way to Klemzig the family fortunes began finally
to change for the better. Henry found work as a labourer as did Ludolph;, John Anton
became an apprentice butcher. They settled into the community and began to put down roots.
Shortly afterwards Ludolph fell in love with a young German peasant girl by the name of
Maria Christina Sophia Westphal (Westphal translates as “The tribe of the west”). They
married before the year ended and their eldest child Marian was born in Adelaide on
October 15, 1846.

...... Ludolph and Maria’s second child was a son. They named him August Henry. He was
born in Adelaide on July 20, 1848, but sadly died a baby and is buried in Adelaide. Then a
second daughter, Henriette Sophie, was born on July 21, 1850 — also in Adelaide.

At about this time John Anton fell in love with one of the daughters of James Hoare. Her
name was Elizabeth but she was called either Betsy or Bessie. During their lifetime together,
Betsy was to bear him fifteen children. John Anton and Betsy married in Adelaide and their
eldest child, Sophia Doris, was born on May 4, 1851.
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Johanne and Betsy’s Marriage Certificate

Heinrich was to remain single until after the family returned to New Zealand. One thing that
Ludolph and Heinrich did whilst in Adelaide was become Australian citizens. The whole
family were already naturalised New Zealanders as of the date the “St Pauli” arrived in
Nelson (June 14, 1843) although they may not have been aware of this. (There is no record
of Old Sophie or John Anton’s becoming naturalised while in Adelaide; this is probably due
to John Anton’s youth at the time and Old Sophie being a woman).

Life in Adelaide was hard for the family and their fellow settlers but each day saw an
improvement of one kind or another. Fred and Doris Spanhake spent an initial period in
Klemzig in 1845 then moved to another German settlement not far from Adelaide in the
Barossa Valley where they took up land and settled for a time. The Barossa Valley was to
become famous for its rich soil and climate making it a most favourable wine growing
region. Fred also served for a time as a police trooper.

Their second son, William Henry Spanhake, was born on 16 September 1846. Doris
Spanhake died in the Barossa Valley in 1849, in childbirth — she was 31 years old. Fred and
their children drop out of the picture for a few years but resurface again after the family
returned to New Zealand. Fred is also known to have made a fortune on the Victorian
goldfields and later owned the Union Hotel in Ballarat, which is still standing today.

Meanwhile in Adelaide all was going well through the hard work put in by the Subritzky
brothers. Ludolph and John Anton had married, put down roots, produced children and
appear to have been quite contented with their lot. They also purchased land: allotments 210
and 211 in Stanley Street, North Adelaide, was purchased by Heinrich on 13 February 1848
in partnership with an A.W. Bannier. The land was later sold by them in 1851 for the sum of
£200.

In 1851 John Anton completed his apprenticeship and became a qualified butcher. Had
history not unfolded in the manner it was about to, probably most of their descendants would
have been Australians. However gold was about to be discovered in the neighbouring state of
Victoria, and when gold fever swept through Adelaide it affected the Subritzky family in
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exactly the same way as it affected just about everyone else businessmen, clergy, lawyers,
magistrates, the lot. Like many others, the Subritzky brothers sold up, armed themselves with
picks, shovels and panning equipment and with their wives and children in tow, they joined
in the rush and made the dash for the Victorian goldfields.

On 8 August 1851 gold was discovered in Victoria by a prospector called Thomas Hiscock.
He found gold at a place called Buninyong, not far from Ballarat. Shortly afterwards a
second group of prospectors discovered gold in the same area, finding their first four ounces
within three hours. The next day that same group panned a further 30 ounces in a single day.
They named the area “Golden Point” and continued panning and digging for a further two
weeks during which time they lifted over £3000 worth of gold from their claim. They
described the claim as “looking like the floor of a jeweller’s shop” with gold lying
everywhere.

After two weeks of digging they decided that it was time to get their wealth to safety. In the
dead of night they packed their equipment and, armed to the teeth, set off towards the town of
Geelong. En route they reached Ritchie’s Hotel and over a few drinks they decided to send
gold on to Geelong while they returned to the diggings.

News of the discovery spread like wildfire, enveloping whole communities in gold fever.
Within a month diggers were arriving from all over Australia and shortly afterwards from
the whole world, including America, England and China.

Overnight, tented towns sprang up and by the end of the first month there was a population
of 8000 within the area of the diggin's — from Geelong in the south to Eaglehawk in the
north.

The family were one of the first to pack up and move lock, stock, and barrel, taking with
them their wives and babies. They may have made first for Castlemaine because it is known
that John Anton’s mother-in-law, Sarah Hoare, took her family to the diggings as well where
she joined her daughter Mary Ann who was living in Castlemaine at the time. The family
were to settle in Maldon but that was not until after the gold rush that took place in 1854. So
for just over three years they could have been anywhere on the goldfields, because prior to
the strike Maldon was an unnamed area of dusty red soil, sand and gum trees.

...... The police had grave problems recruiting men because as soon as another strike was
made many of the troopers would simply disappear into the newly discovered diggings to try
their luck. As well as that, the chance of easy wealth attracted many ex-convicts and “ticket-
of-leave” -men. The two largest centres of population were Ballarat and Bendigo. In many
cases finding the gold was the easy part — getting it to the bank was another problem.
Bushrangers were everywhere.

There were cases of miners and citizens being robbed several times while moving along the
road from one town to the next. The first robber would always relieve them of their gold and
their horse so that by the time the victim had walked to the nearest settlement to raise the
alarm the bushranger was well clear of the area

During the hours of darkness there were numerous shootings and stabbings. Almost all of
the miners were heavily armed with horse pistols, muskets and bowie knives and were known
to use them when threatened. They also hid their gold in all sorts of ingenious places — holes
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in the ground under their bed, under their pillow, in their horse’s collar, and one old chap
put his in the bottom of his billy under the tea leaves. It made a wonderful cup of tea but the
billy was almost impossible to lift.

In Eaglehawk in early 1852 a group of 15 Maori who had jumped ship off a whaler and
working with a fellow New Zealander by the name of Throckmorton, discovered gold on the
Bendigo side of Eaglehawk gully. A rush to the diggings around them took place. Realising
that the rush would soon be over, instead of washing out the gold which might then get taken
from them, they just dug up the dirt from their claim until it formed a large heap some 30 feet
high. When the rush was over and the majority of miners and undesirables had left the area,
the Maori quietly washed the dirt and extracted a considerable fortune.

...... Conditions were terrible for the most part. Dry and dusty, very little shade and for most
of the year very little water. And the water that was available was used to work the cradles
which the miners built to separate the gold from the soil and clay. Some lived in tents, others
when taking rest slept under drays or wheelbarrows. Food was very bland: “damper”, “billy
tea” and the odd leg of mutton, and because of the population explosion and the shortage of
supplies prices for even the most basic commodities were grossly inflated. Then there was
also the frustration of the miners’ licence. The Government of Victoria was quick to act once
the significance of the size of the fields was realised and implemented a licence system. All
miners were required to purchase a licence if they intended to search for gold on Crown
Land. The cost of each licence was £1.10s.0d. per month and was purchased from the local
police troopers. To this end the Government despatched several detachments of troopers on
to the fields. These were for the most part overzealous in their pursuit of unlicensed miners;
any they caught they tied to trees and either beat them up or whipped them.

The miners resented paying the licence fee which they regarded as a form of tax, which did
not hurt the wealthy miner but caused a great deal of hardship for any of the diggers who
were down on their luck. Several submissions were made to the Government to get the
licence fee reduced and a tax placed on the gold itself. This was eventually done but not
before a very interesting incident in Victoria’s history took place — the riot at the Eureka
stockade.

...... The Tarrengower strike took place in January 1854 in a stony dusty area situated about
14 miles north west of Castlemaine Large amount of easy gold was discovered by the first
batch of diggers and within two weeks the population exploded to more than 3000 with
hundreds of fortune seekers arriving daily. The conditions they laboured under were
atrocious and there was no easy water to be found. It had to be hauled a distance of more
than eight miles

John Anton’s wife Betsy was pregnant with their second child at the time and many of the
miners fell sick and died during the period including a number of Chinese whose deaths were
logged in the records as simply unknown — Chinese — male — approx 35 years etc

The easy gold was gleaned from the soil within the first few months but there were
considerably larger quantities locked inside the quartz reefs that covered the hillsides Most
of the diggers remained in the area until May 1854 when the “Maryborough” strike was
made on the Simpson’s property between Castlemaine and Creswick.
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The diggers moved out and the population rapidly dwindled, but Betsy was now heavily

pregnant and for the moment the family decided to remain. As the mining companies were

beginning

to work for the harder gold the brothers laid up their picks and shovels and

decided to move into business. A town sprang up in the area of the diggings, which was
named Maldon. It was here that Betsy gave birth to their eldest son, Johannes Wilhelm
Heinrich (John William Henry) on 27 June 1854.

From “Ballarat Gold Museum for providing a copy of this guide. “
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BOX 51

TANUNDA 5352
South Australia

1 8 th May, 1973

Mr. F.G. Atkinson,

P

0. Box 26/014

EPSOM, AUCKLAND 3
NzW Z1ALAND

Dear &ir,

I trust the following further informaticn may be of

some assistance to you. On the 1%th February 1848 illotments
210 and 211 of Stanley btreet, liorth Adelgide were purchased
by August VWilliam Bannier and Henry Subritzky both of Adelaide,

o~
(590

joint tenants. They resold the land on the 28th July 1851

for £200. Refereuce wez also found that in 1851 John Ludolph
Subritzky of North Adelaice, Bubtcher sold as the Attorney of
Heinrich Diekmann certain land of Carl lPeters of North Adelaide,
wheelwright.

I notice that%?our letter of the 21st August, 1972

that you refer to Heinrich Dietmann. Ve can presume that

there is a misspelling in the land register. Heinrich Dieknann
is described, late of North Adelaide, Blacksmith but now absent.
This means that he has left the State of South sustrslia at the
“time the transfer was signed. Unfortunately I am unable to find
any further reference of the land held by J. Subritzky in the
Barossa Valley.
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After 9 years in Adelaide, the Subritzky family was on the move again to Maldon in Victoria
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Maldon Victoria

Subritzky house in Maldon — from Google StreetView

Maldon is a town steeped in history. The National Trust declared it Australia's first Notable
Town in 1966. It once had quartz reefs that were among the world’s richest, attracting a
population which built grand houses and a very busy commercial centre.

This is where the Subritzky’s finally put down roots after many tumultuous years in the
wilderness. Maldon is approx 3 hours northwest of Melbourne and right in the centre of the
goldfield’s area. In the 1860’s, it was very much alive with miners, farmers, traders and of
course, the Wagener brickworks. Today it is a sleepy, picturesque, historic town, known for
its intact 19th century commercial centre that supports the surrounding farming community.

Johanne and his brothers bought a large amount of land in Maldon, Victoria during the gold
rush. Johanne ran the local butchers shop while the Wagner’s ran the brick works. This land
was leased to the miners and the Subritzky’s made their money from the land leases as well
as supplies, gold and cattle.

The Subritzky’s raised cattle, dug for gold in their own mine and generally made their fortune
as the boys all bought blocks of land all over the town and surrounding areas which they
made money from when they sold them. They were also on the local council as councillors.

While in Maldon, Australia, the Subritzky family meet the Wagener family and since then,
both families have been very close.

From “The Subritzky Family Legend”

Maldon grew out of the ashes of the Tarrengower gold rush. With the mass exodus of the
diggers the area was strewn with great piles of rubbish and, with the mass of holes that had
been dug helter-skelter all over, the countryside resembled something like the face of the
moon.

Gold towns sprang up overnight. First it was rough shelters made out of sticks and
vegetation or old and faded tents that could be packed in a digger’s swag. These were the

77



serious diggers, mobile and very determined to strike it rich. Within a week or two they
would be joined by the “merchants” who came in covered wagons and carried all manner of
goods with them. They set up shop in calico tents and flew brilliantly coloured flags to
advertise their presence. Alcohol was generally top of the list, then tools, provisions and
clothing. “Ladies of the night” were also not unusual. If the strike began to look substantial,
the calico tents gave way to more permanent structures — shanties and the like. Tented grog
shops were replaced by rough wooden hotels constructed with weatherboard walls, dirt
floors, and calico (later galvanised iron) roofs.

The Subritzky brothers through a lot of hard work and a great deal of luck had by now
amassed a considerable fortune with their successes on the goldfields. The Victorian gold
rush was now coming to an end for the hordes of fortune seekers who dug and panned for the
easy gold an era in Australian history was ending: it was now the turn of the big mining
companies. There were still a number of “rushes” yet to take place, the last one being the
rush to “Back Creek” in 1858, but gradually the mining companies were taking over.

Ludolph, Heinrich and John Anton assessed their situation and decided that the mining
companies would remain in Maldon for some considerable time. They decided to go into
business. They purchased a property on the Maldon/Sandy Creek road and built a butcher
shop in the main street. John Anton and Ludolph ran the butcher shop and Heinrich appears
to have run livestock on the property. John Anton also built a house of a good standard
which he later passed on to his wife’s sister Phyllis who was still residing in the house in
1910. They also owned land and a slaughter yards at a place called Porcupine Flat.

1 saw the last piece of the gold that the family had obtained in Victoria in 1978 when [ went
to visit my great-aunt Annie Elizabeth Jane (née Subritzky). When she was a young girl she
had chipped one of her teeth and her grandfather (John Anton) had given the dentist a small
gold nugget with which to cap her tooth. Annie was a very elderly woman when I spoke with
her but could remember “the good old days” as if it was only yesterday. She still had her
own teeth then and the gold cap that her grandfather had given to her was her pride and joy.

The family business in Maldon did well and the money was coming in. In those days butcher
shops not only sold meat but eggs and produce as well. Old Sophie was something of a
herbalist and medicines were sold as well. Then at some time in the 1850s Ludolph and his
family and also Heinrich and Old Sophie decided on a business venture in Tahiti. Nobody is
sure when they went to Tahiti or why, but what is known is that Ludolph’s wife Maria gave
birth to a son in Tahiti who was named John Henry. His birth was believed to have happened
in 1852 but of this I am not sure, although what may have happened is that after initial
success on the goldfields they set up a business venture in Tahiti, selling mining implements
and provisions to the many shiploads of Americans who sailed the San Francisco-Tahiti-
Melbourne route to the goldfields, thereby getting first bite at would-be diggers. There was
no arable land available for farming in Tahiti, the small amount there was having been long
since purchased by hardnosed French colonists so the time spent in Tahiti was almost
certainly a business venture. At any rate they did not stay long and were soon back in
Maldon amongst the easy wealth and prosperity.

In 1858 Maldon was proclaimed a municipality and John Anton was elected one of the
town'’s first seven councillors. He also became a member of the Maldon German Club and it
was there that he first rubbed shoulders with a German settler by the name of Edward
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Ferdinand Wagener (Wagener translates as wagon driver or teamster). Edward Wagener is
the patriarch of the Wagener branch of the family and his descendants to this day lovingly
take care of the family homestead at Houhora in the north of New Zealand.
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Trip to London 1857 - 1859

In 1857, Hienrich Dieckman, Sophie and Wm Subritzky set sail for London, England from
Melbourne on the Istanboul departing in March 1857. We do not know why they travelled to
London at that time but it was probably to either resettle back in Europe or to see old friends
and family.

Sophia Dikmann
inthe Web: Victoria, Australia, Outward Passenger Index, 1852-1915

Hampe:

Age:

Birth Year:
Departure Data:
Deparure Place:
Destinatian:
Ship:

Ship's Master:

Page:

URL: ht

Hy

Sophia Dikmann

50

abt 1307

Mar 1857

Victoria, Australia

LONDON

ISTAMBOUL

COLEJE

2

This record is nat from Ancestry and will open in @ new
windaw. You may need to search for the record when the

web page opens. For more information on web records,

Dikmann

in the Web: Victoria, Australia, Outward Passenger Index, 1852-1915

Mame:

A

Birth Year:
Departure Date:
Departune Place:
Destinatign:
Ship:

Ship's Master:
Page:

URL:

Hy Dikmiann

50

abt 1807

Mar 1857
Wictorla, Australia
LONDON
ISTANBOUL
COLEJE

2

This record ks nat from Ancestry and will apen in a new
window. You may need to search for the récord when the

web page opens, For more information on web reconds,

Wm Subritzky
inthe Web: Victoria, Australia, Outward Passenger Index, 1852-1915

Hame:

Age:

Birth Year
Departure Date:
Departure Place;
Destination:
Ship:

Ship's Master:
Page:

URL:

Wm Subritzky

28

abt 1829

Mar 1857
Wictorla, Australia
LONDON
ISTANBOUL
COLEJE

2

This recerd is not from Ancestry and will open in 8 new
window. You may need to search for the record when the
web page gpens. For more information on web records,

Their return was on the ship Prince of the Seas arriving 3 May 1859 back in Melbourne. As
well as Heinrich and Sophie, they also had Henry Dickman who was born in 1839 and we
assume was Hienrich’s nephew plus an A Subritzky with wife. There is no record of Wm
Subritzky returning from London and an assumption can be made that this A Subritzky was
in fact Wm Subritzky with wife. We do not know what happened to this wife as the official
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records we have is that he actually married in 1884 in Maldon. There is also no record in
Maldon of an A Subritzky of marriageable age.
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The oldest known Subritzky Homestead

and other Subritzky owned properties in Maldon

Maldon is where the first Subritzky homestead was built around 1858. All the land records
record the house and land as owned by H Dickman (Dietman) who married Old Sophie on the
“St Pauli”. I visited there in 2008 and spoke with the then owner of the house who insisted
that the house and land were owned by the Subritzky family, who also owned much of the
surrounding land. The house is still standing today and even though it is much neglected, it is
still in mostly sound condition. The construction of the walls is very similar to the homestead
in Houhora. The owner assured me that the house is an Australian Heritage building which
means it cannot be demolished but then again, he has no obligation to look after it. The house
is currently being used to store junk and is not really liveable by today’s standards.

G(15) DICKMAN COTTAGE
LONG GULLY ROAD

USE: vacant residence

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c1860

FIRST LAND PURCHASE DATE:

H. Dickman. 19.10.1860

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:

weatherboard

CONDITION AND INTACTNESS:

Ppoor; unaltered condition

gﬁNtlFIC:mNCL Notable for ;ﬁ ci:‘mplex
outbuildings, and imy t for
| ﬁonnnhaenmcnothm Gl

s k "'
) 1kmann, rtenny

M o
M. Uelemann ,
18627 [Flafis)" 4 LY,
- SR S
S ;: \\\):Q
L '|.~ -
A 41_/}_‘/
-

| dend ISP dramme
= | M,AW, Ayparemib 186
\ See chotl o hle-

The original Subritzky Homestead in Maldon, built approx 1858
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Photos from Steve Subritzky of the homestead
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most of the buildings and the findings
are set out in Appendix 5. For
buildings outside the Historic Interest
Zone paint scrapings should be taken
to dcterminc their original colour
schemes when repainting is contem-
plated.

In the residential arcas many fences
arc not original but arc compatible
with the general character of the arca,
For cxample woven wirc fences arc in
most cases compatible with ninctcenth
century houses although they were
only produced from 1910. Where the
fence is compatible it is noted that
‘fence is not original’. Where the fence
is not original and not compatible this
is noted as ‘not compatible’.

Thesc comments arc based solely on
the street facade and thus many other
alterations have not been noted.

3.6 FUNDING PRIORITIES

Funding priority should take into
account combined priority rating,
building condition and the effect
_reconstruction  work would  create.
¢ With limited funds, an attempt should
be made to achieve tangible results and
a rapid turnover of the available
money.

In addition, financial hardship and the
cligibility for other funding through
the Historic Buildings Act should be
taken into account. (Refer to the
section on conservation management
for detailed proposals for the opera-
tion of revolving funds.)

" URGENT PRESERVATION

The following groups of buildings
constitute an initial sct of funding
prioritics and represent those build-
ings which require:

immed-
jatc funds to prevent loss to the town
due to further deterioration of build-
ing.

PRESERVATION -- Other significant
buildings at risk or requiring recon-
struction.

RESTORATION - Buildings
where reconstruction work would have
a tangible effect on the town's appear-
ance.

Section  Crown Name Strect Combined
Allotment Priority Rating

3.6.1 Urgent Preservation

A 11 Royal Hotcl and Theatre High Strect 6AR

9 2/3 Dr. Hardy's House High Street 6 AR

10 1 Edward’s Crushing Plant Francis Street 6AR

11 Church Reserve Denominational School Church Street 6 AR

3.6.2 Preservation

8B !

G(Parish) 15
G(Parish) 80
G(Parish) 105
Cemctary Reserve
Public Gardens Reserve

Crown Land
3.6.3 Restoration
A 32
G(Parish) 34
2B 32
A 13
A 17
A 27
A 28
A 33
A 6
A 9
A 12
A 15
A 16
A 19
B 1
B 6
2 4
4 |
9 14/16
10 1
10 17/18
10 21
12 1

8
Al(Parish) 13

Motor Garage and House
Dickman’s Cottage

D'Orsa’s House

Duer’s Cottage

Lodge & Rotunda

Old Fire Station

Government Crushing Battery

Former Dabb's Store (timber)
Marsler’s House

House

McFarlane's Drapery

Former Upton’s Butcher Shop
Former Calder’s Ironmongery
Calder’s House

McMillan & Padley’s Ironmongery
Former Bank of NSW
Langslow's Building

Grand Hotel and Shops
Goldsmith’s Building

Former Albion Hotel

Maldon Hotel

Maldon Post Office
Robinson’s House

Welsh Congregational Church
Rule’s Housc

House

Vivian's House

Lisle’s Cottage

Tresidder’s Cottage

Scotch Pie House

Brook's Store

Former Maldon Brewery and
Residencc

Hospital Rescrve Hospital
1B 19 House
16A 6 House

10(Parish) 26
C

From council records 2008 — notice that the Dickman cottage is on the Preservation list

Stone Buildings
Court House

k
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Long Gully Road

Castlemainc Road
Sandy Creek Road
Sandy Creck Road

Fountain Street
Cnr Adair & Evans Strects

High Street

Sandy Creck Road
John’s Road

Muain Street

Main Street

Main Street

High Street

Main Street

High Street

High Street

High Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

High Street

High Strect
Church Street
Cnr High & Adair Strects
Adair Street

High Street

High Street

High Street

Cnr. Templeton & Reef Streets
Templcton Street
Franklin Street

Cnr. Adair and Chapel Streets
off Parkins Reef Road
Hornsby Strect

Nuggetty Road
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Castlemaine-Maldon Road q = i
H

Dickman cottage (Subritzky homestead from Google 2018
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If you look carefully, you will find the name Subritzky on several of the blocks. These are
photos of the original land records from 1865. They owned a lot more land than these records
show and further records are available in the Historical Centre located in Maldon, Victoria,

Australia.

The following pictures are some of the blocks of land that the Subritzky’s owned —
taken in 2003 and 2008.
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&SON BUTCHERS

Upton’s butcher shop 2008

The for Upton’s Butcher shop land was first purchased by J Subritzky in 1856. The site was
sold to George Upton in January 1858 but it is not known if the building had been
constructed by then. By March 1859 Upton was advertising as a butcher and by November it
was reported he had plastered the rooms and flagged the shop. In November 1860 Upton was
permitted to erect a veranda. The rear two-storey brick section seems to have been erected
between 1867 and 1875. Upton still occupied the building in 1900 but by 1907 the shop was
being conducted by W. Evans, butcher. The parapet line was raised around the turn-of-the-
century to match that of the adjoining shops. On the opposite side of the street

FORMER UPTON’S BUTCHER SHOP

A(17)

MAIN STREET

USE: handcrafts shop
CONSTRUCTION DATE: c1858 g
FIRST LAND PURCHASE DATE:
J.L. Subritzky 17.11.1856 t
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:
brick

CONDITION AND INTACTNESS:
good; window not original.
SIGNIFICANCE: early brick shop with
timber facade.

HISTORY : The site was sold to George
Upton in January 18581 but it is not known

if the building had been constructed by
then. By March 1859 George Upton wai
advertising as a Butcher in Main Street

and by November it was reported that he

had %luslered the rooms and flagged the
shop.® In November 1860 Upton was
permitted to erect a verandah.4 The rear
two-storey brick section seems to have
been erected between 1867 and 1875 and it
does not appear in the panorama PHp4
(1867) (see page 2 ) but can be identified

in panorama PHp3 (see page37) (1875).
Geor§e Upton still occupied the building in
1900°, but by 1907 the shop was being
conducted by W.K. Evans, butcher.6 The
parapet line was raised around the turn of

the century to match that of the adjoining A @}i” ¢1900

shops. In photograph PH36 the lower
parapet line can be seen.

Title documents.
Tarrangower Times 1.3.1859
Tarrangower Times 9.11.1859
Tarrangower Times 10.11.1860
. 1900 ratebook

. 1907 directory.

LR

A18A17 1977
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Dabb’s Produce Store, Main Street, now an IGA supermarket 2008

The land was first purchased by J Subritzky in 1856. The site was occupied by Conborough
and Jones until it was taken over from them in 1856 by T and J Woodfull who ran a hay,
corn, household and general goods store. The business was taken over in 1865 by J and J
Pedlar and later in the year by Dabb and Co who carried on the business as a Hay and Corn
Store. The property was sold to J Brittingham in 1868 and the existing building appears to be
have been built around this time. The building was originally unpainted with white brickwork
around the arches, quoins and cornices, similar in appearance to the Albion Hotel previously
built next door. In 1886 Dabb and Co moved across the road to Dabb's Store. The site was
sold to Manan Ray in 1886 and was used as livery stables until at least 1920.

A(31 and 32) FORMER DABB’S STORE
MAIN STREET
E: supermarket
CONSTRUCTION DATE: from 1859
f(l:l}gT ]LAVI;JD PURCHASE DATE:
~ J. Wright 15.9, 3 - C.

Cushen 15.9.1857 > 0371 AG2) — €
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:

brick and stone

gCu((ngDITION AND INTACTNESS:
SIGNIFICANCE: An intact simple facade
and verandah with pleasant timber details,
Decorative timber carriageway is of note.
HISTORY: The southern section of A(31)
was the site of the Wright, Ross Store,
whlchloperated on the site from before June
1857.1 They rebuilt the store in 1859
calling for tenders in March of that yea.l'.z
In August 1859 tenders werf called for the
completion of the premises.3 By November
1862 the partnership had been dissolved,
and thj business continued as James Wood
& Co.% In 1864 the business is described
as J Wood & Co, wholesale and retail
grocerss wine and spirit merchants, Main
Slreet6 The business was still operating in
1868.5 In 1871 S. and J. Wamock pur-
chased the premises, and may have carried
on the grocery trade as in January 188;
they sold the site to James Thompson
who is described in the directory for 1884 —
85 :'u 1 grocer.

n January 1885 Samuel Dabb rurclund
A(32), and by November 1887 he had
also purchased the southern section of
A(31). It appears that in about 1886 Dabb
constructed the southern part of the exist-
ing building to match that of the Wright
‘Ross Store on A(39l&.) Although Samuel
Dabb_died betore 1 , the business was
carried on as Dabb & Co until it was taken
over by Dickson’s Foodland.

M.AM. 12.6.1857

Tarrangower Times 8.3.1859
Tarrangower Times 19.8.1859
Tarrangower Times 21.11.1862
Moon, op cit, p.28

1868 directory

. Title documents
1900 ratebook.
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name- John Subritzky
resipence: 1856 - city, Loddon, Victoria,
Australia

name: John Subritzky
resipence: 1856 - city, Loddon, Victoria,
Australia

name: John Lewis Subritzky
resipence: 1856 - city, Loddon, Victoria,
Australia

name- John Lewis Subritzky
resipence: 1856 - city, Loddon, Victoria,
Australia

name- William Henry Subritzky
resipence: 1856 - city, Loddon, Victoria,
Australia

name- William Henry Subritzky
resiDEncE: 1856 - City, Loddon, Victoria,
Australia



Back to New Zealand again

After several very successful years in Australia, the Subritzky family returned to New
Zealand for a new life again. However this time, they chose the far north rather than Nelson
which had caused them so much heartbreak several years earlier

In 1859, Ludolph and Heinrich Subritzky were made aware of the intended sale of Kawau
Island in the Hauraki Gulf of New Zealand and also the opening up of the Mangonui area in
the Far North. Ludolph and Heinrich crossed the Tasman aboard the (steamer) 'Prince Alfred'
arriving in the port of Auckland on the 17th January 1860. They were beaten to the purchase
of Kawau Island by Governor George Grey, so instead purchased the estates of Ohore
(Houhora) and Awanui. The original buy was more than eight thousand acres and shortly
afterwards they leased a further twenty five thousand acres from the central government.
They were the first European settlers north of Kaitaia, their nearest neighbours being the
Matthews and Puckey families at the Kaitaia Mission Station. At the heads of Houhora
harbour, beneath the shadow of Mount Camel, they built the Subritzky Homestead which still
stands to this day.

Smart & Co., agents.

January 17—Prince Alfred, (s.8.) James Bowden, from
Sydney. Passengers— Mrs. and Miss Blake and™,
servant, Messrs. Leathes, Jones, Raymond, Donovan,
Dougharty, McKee, Lubritzky, D. Parker, G. Kelley,
Mr., Mrs., and Miss Leggatt, Mr. and Mrs, Samuels,
Gilfillan & Co., agents,

January 18—Lilly, 17 tons, Eggenton, from Waiheki,
in ballast.

From “The New Zealander” 18 Jan 1860 and “Daily Southern Cross” 20 Jan 1860. L
Subritzky arriving in New Zealand from Sydney in 1860

New Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1853-1981 name: John Ludolph Subritzky
15005 CENSUSES

resiDENcE: 1853-1864 - Mongonui, Northland

View Image

MNew Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1853-1981 name: William Henry Subritzky

19005 CENSUSES

resipence- 1853-1864 - Mongonui, Northland

View Image

ew Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1853-198 name- John Ludolph Subritzky
R resipence: 1870-1871 - Mongonui and Bay of
View Image Islands, Northland
New Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1853-1981 name: John Ludolph Subritzky

PEROB CEHBLRES resipence: 1870-1871 - Mongonui, Northland
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[EPORTANT: lmonnomi?,\

FOTR TEOUSAND TOUR ‘HUNDRED Axp

RIGHT ACRBE OF. TR RICEEST ALLY.
YIATL SOLL OFFRRED FOR PQSITIVE NS

UNRESERVED SALE,

MEQSRA, T. & G. H. CHEESEMAN
Tare the bladiere of notiying to Late ‘Arrivals.and
the Public geoerally, that they sre fnstruoted by
. ¥ O Maxwsciy Baquives, to sell by auctlon
i the early pertof February next, 1860,

L THAT VALUARLE ESTATR called tha
“;LAWAN'UI FARMS AND VILLAGE OF
HUNAI. o oL R x A

This splendid promesty. s fow miles N.W. of
Mongoms. n ﬁmﬁx 1 Narigable riveg, —having
apwaxis of hxtheri miles of watsr {rontage, slong
tgh —vassals of sonsiderable tonage can discharge
ot t2Xe in cargo,—omil B8 the only natoral outlet, to
the Ahipars Blosk'gow wpder survey Dy Govern.
'meat, snd . wdith #q! shoertly be offered for sale,—
ihe Misslen Stdtion ¢f Xaftain, ~and the ine Block
lof 3agd Fooww dy the Victatla Yalley,—Indeed
herm is pot 3. Black df Land of the same extent
‘erther im the- hemde .of Government, or.of Private
Tedividuals, 2o effered for sale, that 2an compets

':

P ———

B

‘with this, = 1 -gually of soil or pasy ship-
raent of prodeoe; it being rich alluvisl'dépasts, and
ericady Jessl, sofsaquently mors: essidy Brought

A3DSSTEL0 A t
ato cultivation with itle qut'sy of Cepital. ..

s ilidg iy, i ,',‘.".;-P

This Bitats | besvieen lwurveyed and daidout in.
Farms .of conveniont d19 2 ayit the mepnd of pny
pattEidef,— ind \iete 1s no Farm which En not I
rrad of teys thav s.mila from a good landing place,
care having been heh jh laying out thh roads, to
aford esdy mecess for Shipment fram gach Ferm
that has fot an immediate ws!e_r-.f:or_ztagé. '

The Village of Hanal is situsted at ik’ mouth of
the- Awanui River, and has water sufBivient .for'a
Steamer of 100 toms. 1t contalaw'sixty eight Allot.
ments .varying in sz from two r 10 two
acTes, u&_dem be sold immedidtely after
the general Ferms are disposed of. R
: The Auctioneers wou'ld particulerly cell theatten-
ficn of late Imm graits to ﬂ?‘.a Bale, as it affords
them sn opportunity of immediats scitlement in the
eovntay. - )

.. Ona of tha Propristors % ! gladly accompany.any’
parties dasitpits 0 '_Eg:_qec.t’ng &e_ptopgﬂl’; : , y
The plsce.and Date 3 Bale in & (atore. rivertise-
ment, . e e . '

TERMS :—34 per cent. Cash; 86 per cent. in ap-
roved Bills at & or 4 months; the remaindar on
ortgaga if requited for & texm of years besring
present Birk Intecest. ‘

_Plans may be seen sod Tuormation had at the
office of the Anntiovetrs. * - - z.
Queen-street, Aunekland,

December 37th, 18568.

Daily Southern Cross 17 January 1860
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gr:u;ﬁed with their selections. * A considerable
portion of the Township of Mongonui was sold
on the 31st of January; 72 allotments were
offered at an aggregate upsct price of £465—
the amount realised was £1776, or an .advance
of nearly 300 per cent.: For an account of
Mongonui  district, we refer to. a letter in
another page from a “I’rince Edward Islander”
who has taken up his land there; and from Mr.
Melling we have received an equally favourable
description of Taraire and of the progress
making by Mr. Guylai (a Hungarian gentle-
man who has come out as the pioneer of a
party of his countrj);men ), Mr. Kidd, and other
practical settlers who have fixed their home in
that fertile block. * In our next Summa

we hope to announce that the whole of the
Abipara block, which is in the vicinity of the
two already mentioned, is in the hands of
settlers possessed of energy as well as capital ;
and for the information of our Southern friends,
who seem to have got a notion that we have no
territory at our disposal, we may state that Mr.
Johann Ludolf Subritzliy has claimed a “little
run” of 40,000 acres at Muriwhenua, North
Cape—~to commence with 1000 sheep, 20 head
of cattle, and 5 horses.—The . Wangarie or

SN | B 2. 2. 2,

Aawedan dickaink fa alen

North Cape Feb 1860

J L Subritzky leasing 40,000 acres at

Arrival of Cattle and horses for Subritzky

SAILED. o
August 25—Egmont, ship, Gibson, for Shanghai.
A:g:;st 26— White Swa.n,’s.e., Wilop, for Napier and
Wellington.

+ ‘We have much plensure 1 renswing our acquaint-
{ance with Captain Laing (formarl{il:f ti_e Ealipse), who
arrived here on Fridoy last i clipper schooner
“Heron, of which he is captain and owner. The Heron
left Melbourne on the 80th of July, and nrrived at
Ohoru, near Mongonui, on the 19th inst., with cattle
*and horses for Mr. Subritzky. ~ Captain Laing intonds
keeping the Heron in our conasting trade, for which she
seems very suitable. Her!dimensions are as follows,—
length, 75 feet 7 inches; beam, 20 feet 6 inches;
depth of hold, 10 feot 2 inches; Her register; 91 tons,
The Heron is now under, charter to the New Zealand
Governmeépt, and will proceed to New Plymouth on
‘Thursday next. . ' :

from Australia August 1860

RETURN oF arrn reRrsoxs SQUATTING o¥, on 1¥ ¥y war occuPrisa MAORI LANDS OVER WHTON THE YATIVE TITLE HAS NOT BEEN EXTINGUISTER, WITH THE
FULLEAT FARTICUTATS THAT CAN DE OBTATNED A8 T0 TITE CHARACTER OF THE OCCUPANCY, ke,

MONGONTL
The year wheu | " .| “lhe charneter of the [— Thewmountof rent] o - [Falus of Btock of v
Name of the Oceupant. hix gecupation I’lhtﬂ }:]TT“Imyh?' whother by suflernnce or by positive o other mnnidcm‘J :{?r!'niﬂi:] jother property pos- E]En;“bi‘;t
‘ began. gidtarit oo Lense or Agreement, i tion given, | wiieh held. Lo e T by oeenpant. Lot
L i, —
Fdward Sydney Yates ... = ‘ 1852 | G acres |Agreement ... None | Yearl: £20 Rarawa =)
rdney i b
John Smith . . X 1854 | 3 acres Sufferance ... None | Yeady ¢ £100 Rarawa Q
Thenry Moor . ; 1862 (Toune and garden Agreement .. .. .. .. .| &5 yeuly | Yearly £100 Baraws 3
o i ey} (T s n o Bt pige | oy -
B = i | | By his wife being owner, and chiefs 3 | ' | jac}
Alfred Murmay ... .. . l 1653 | Abour 200 nces. | { Hesiring o deed for then chieen ; None £50 | Ramma
Mongonui, January th, 1864, W. B. Wwire, Resident Magistrate. @
Z
PROVINCE OF WELLINGTON. P
E
Name, &e. | Mature of tenancy ’ "“::;’i':ed. Fealyront| TR0 o) Timelr | Loeality. | Wative avnors, Romarks. =
| | Z s 4 3 S &
A i B P
Thomas Bevan, senior,Teass for ffteen years | 10years |8 0 0 | 1 0 0| 3years | Village of [Kiharos, Naatipare [Occupier holds s assignee of George E
storekeeper, Otaki. | | Otaki Bevan, the original lessee =
| w
Jolm Lawson Whaisteoat,| Verbal permission to oceupy ;. 1 2 0|21 years | Village of [Nihi, Ngatihuri The native owner is brother to oceu- °
flaxspinner, Otaki. | mo term specified Otaki pier's late wi
William  Davies, -lore—ilmas\- for fourteen years 2yens | 100 0 1 1 0| 2years | Village of [Tamihana te Raupa.
keeper, Otaki. I Otaki raha, Ngatitoa
TRdward Prinee, carpenter,[Verbal agresment ; no m-mj 1200 | 010 1 year | Village of [Te Poria, Ngatikiko-
i | specil Otaki piri, Ngativaukawa)
Manmel de ilva, l:d]mnt-r,|Tem\m'§ for life, with absalute 0 1 0| Byears | Village of [Eria Mateawa  [Thisland was granted by tho relationa
Otaki. remainder {0 occupier’s son | Maki of the oceupier’s wife ; oCCupier i
| by an aboriginal female. | of African descent

IS of Persous quabfe to vote at the Blecuon
of Mombers of the House of Repuesentaves,
fou he Bleekore Distct of MONGONIL

Subritzky Wilham Henry, Ohora, household, Ohoa,
house in oceupation

Subritzky John Lindolph, Ohora, hiechold, 104 acies
at Puunau, (Wma*(e), No. 24

Tanton Thomas (George, Emly Place, Auckland,fiee
hold, allobment No. 151 Township Mongonwm,
allotment No. 8, country lot do., and allotment
No. 1, parish of Awanu

Whitehead Thomas, Mount Pleasant, Orowit, fiee-
hold on Orowrtr River, 40 acres adjorning Wm.
Whitehead's

Wilkison Thomas, Orowit: Valley, freehold, Orowats,
No. 23, Mongonwm East, 41 acies,

W. B, WHITE,
Regstration Officer.

Part of the Electoral roll April 1861
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PORT OF AUCKLAND.

ENTERED-~INWARDS,
Apnip L. 3
Zillah, €8 tons, Sullivan, from Napier, with 14 head cattle.
Passenger—Capt, Lowrie,~J. Salmon & Co., agents,
Isabe'la, 18 tons, Subritzky, from Ohore and Awanui, with 2
tons kauri gum,—Owen & Graham, agents,

Kauri gum Ohore to AK April 1863



CLEARED—OUTWARDS,
SECTEMBER 11TH .,

Dolphin, 40 tons, Doughty, for Napier, with 1 qr cask port, 1
qr cask whiskey, 1 half ticrce tobacco, 15 cases old tom,
1 qr cank sherry, 1 hhd rum, 4 cases, 1 bale, 30 cans,
7 casks, 72 bags sugar, | bale, 2 cases, 10 boxes glass,
50 pkpes merchandize, 36 pieces kauri timber, 20 cases mer-
chandize, 3 barrels, 18 bags, 2 pkges, 6 boxes. 25 felloes, 6
boxes soap, Lt doz. pauniking, 1 truss, 60 bars, I bundle, 127
bars and bundles, 15 pkges merchandize, 2 cases, 1 cask, 3
druimns, 85 pkges merchandize, 5 PAassengers.

Mary Ira, 16 tons, Seymout, for Mangawai, with 2 tons flour,
2 tons potatoes, 2 bags rice, 4 bags sugar, 2 bags sharps, 2
tierces beef, 2 casks oatmeal, 1 head cattle, 5 passengers.

Raosina, 15 tons, Willzatt, for the Wade, in ballast.

lsabella, 18 tons, Subritzky, for Ohore via Mongonui, with 3
boxes merchandize, 7 bars iron, 2 bags rice, | bag biscuit, 2
pkges rope.

Emma, 15 tons, Tillar, for Omah, with 2 cwt flour, 3 cwt po-
tatoes, 1 bag sugar, 1 package,

Sylph, 50 tons, Norris, for Russell, with 25 ticrces beef, 5 tons
flour, 1 ton sugar, 5 Passengers.— Webster and Patterson
agents.

Goods from Auckland to Ohura 11 Sept

1861

Commissioner of Crown Lands’ Office,
. Auckland, 5th August, 1862.
I HEREBY notify that the Run described
below has been claimed by Mr. E. W.
Puckey.
Situation—Distriet of Tangonge, Mongonui
County.
Boundaries—Bounded on the North by a

‘] line from Motutangi on the East Cosst to

Wai-ibi on the West Coast (being the South-
ern boundary of Subritzky’s run) ; on the West
by the sea; on the South by the Ahipara
block ; and on the East by the base of the
hills on the West of the Awanui river, by

- Rangounou Bay, and by the sca ; excluding

Maxwell’s and Ford's land, sud Mackay's
claim. . R : .
Estimated extent—42,000 acres.- . -
Number and description of stock upon the
run (to commence with)—800 sheep, : '
Danmer, Porrew,
Commissioner of Crown Lands,

Southern boundary of Subritzky land
August 1862

In 1865, the Subritzky brothers purchased their first boat called Agnes which was a 14ton
cutter. This meant that they saved on shipping costs to get their goods to town and supplies. It
was the start of their shipping empire that would last for the next 50 years.
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This document is asking the Government to register the boat as the original owners of
Maori decent had lost the registration papers.
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CLEARED OUWARDS,
JANUARY )

23—Rosella, 36 tons, E, Sellars, for Tauranga, w
sundry merchandize—3 passengers.—T. Macky a
Co., agents.

23-—Alary Ann, 21 tens, Trimmer, for Waiheki,
ballist.

23-—Agnes, 14 tons, Subritzky, for Chore, No
Cape, with sundries—1 passenger.

23—George, 15 tons, Holt, for the Thames, wi
sundrics.

23 —Lily, 17 tonsg, Allan, for Waiheki, in ballast-
passengera.

Goods Auckland to Ohore on the Agnes,

a Subhip January 1865

AUCELAND REGATTA, 1806.

It will be seen, by announcement elscwhere,
that the committee are to meet at the Waite-
matta Hotel, at 7 o'clock sharp, this evening,
when all the prizes will be paid, cups presented,
&c.  All accounts against the committee are fo
be sent in by 7 o’clock to-day, otherwise they
will not be recognised.

The following are the particulars of a_private
match, which came off on Monday last, between
the trading craft —The course was from the
end of the wharf round the red and white
chequered buoy off Lrunken Bay, round the
flag-boat off Stokes’ Point, coming in at the
wharf. £2 sweepstakes. Mr. Copland acted as
starter, and pgave universal satisfaction. The
following hoats started :— Shamrock, Stevens;
JMaburangi, Quecn ; Waterlily, Allen; Agnes,
Subritzky : Hero, Joiner; Orpheus, Inness.
The race ended with the tollowing result:——

. Mahurangi......cvieneeereen (Queen) 1

Waterlily...........ccoeec oo (Allen) .2

We are glad to perceive that the committee
did not allow Captain Machin and his officers
to take their departure for Sydney without
some slight recognition of their services. We
have much pleasure in giving publicity to the
following address and reply :—

Auckland, 29 th January, 1866.

Auckland Regatta 1866

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

FEBRUARY 22.

WeaTHER ~Cloudy, unsettled ; TWind, W.S.W.
WEaTHER.~Febiunry 23, Fine; Wind, S.W.

ARRIVALS.

Jane, 6.8., Thwaites, from the Thames, in ballnst.

Enterprise, p.s., Seon, from the Thames, with pas-
gengers.

Taurangs, e.s., Bellars, from the Thames, with pas-
sengers.

Elf, echooner, from Wangarei, with cattle and pro-
duce.

Agnes, cutter, 14 tons, Bubritzky, from
Ohore, with 40 sheep, 9 hides. Passengers—5.

Glance, ontter, 18 tons, Cockfield, from Matakana,
with produce and passengers. T

Asp, cuotter, 10 tons, Hastie, from the Wade, with
produce and passengers.

Heather Bell, cutter, 24 tons, Dam, from Mahu-
rangi, with passengere.

FEBRUARY 23.

Ahuriri, 8.8, 131 tons, J.Flowerday, from Bouthern
Ports, with oargo snd passengers.

Argo, schooner, 32 tons, from W angarei, with pro-
duce aud passengers.

Severn, cutter, 19 tons, Downes, from the Thames,
in ballast.

Rob Roy, cutter, 23 tons, Edwards, from the:
Than.es, in ballast,

Cornstalk, cuttor, 18 tons, from the Thames, in
ballast.

Good

Mot TTAAYa o P AL Maead

ENTERED INWARDS,
APRIL

6—Agnes, 14 tons, Subritzky, from Ohore, North

Caps, with 54 sheep.

6 —Hellen, 23 tons, Rickets, from Wangaroa, with
8 tons gum, 70,000 shingles, 6 boxes honey,

and 3 passengers,

Goods Auckland to Ohore April 1865

CLEARTN. OUTWARDS,;

2, _ APRIL e SRR
7—Wsahupn, 15 tous, ~orton, for Russell, 1 ton
flour, half hundredweight har iron, half hun-

" dredweight copper, 3 hundredweight sugar, 6

ages groceries.

1.3';:@@, 14 tdhs, Cranch, for the Wairoa, 3
cases ale, 5 casks porter, 1 ton floar, 1 ton sngar,
1 ton potatoes, half ton sonp, Shalf-chests tea, 3
tons guano, 300 bricks, 500 feet timber, 1 bag
sugar, 1 bag flour, 2 casksgrass seed, 1 cask
lime, 2 bags oats, 3 paskages groceries, 9 pack-
agea groceries, 5 packages, 4 packages paint, 5
bugs seed, 10 bags bread, and 3 passengers.

7—Agnes, 14 tons, Subritsky, for Ohore, Norih
Capo, hlf ton flour, 7 barsiron, 2 bags sugar, 1

. bag biscuit. -

T—Morning ' Light, 28 tons, - Tiller, for Mercury
Bay, 500 pounds flour, 2 bags potatoes, I bag
sugar, 1 cask pork; snd 6 passengera. ‘

7—Miranda, 23 tons, Wood, for Cubbage Bay, in

- ballast, and 4 passengers. o e

7;3;:5!1&, 25 tons, Cheshire, Wangapos, in

ast. 3 ’ S
7—Rapide, 230 tors, Walker, for Melbourne, with
original cargo from Tuhiti. D, Nathan, agent.
7—Wonga Wongs, 8.8, 104 tons, Thompson, for
Wangarei, 80 bagzs flour, 1 keg nails, 6 paper

4

Goods to Subritzky from Auckland to
Ohore 7 April 1865

CLEARED OUTWARDS.
18—Tay, 16 ¢ Hopklnfnl'n m'r Creek, with
() ons, lor Tapu Crea 8,000 £
umbl':i. 1 ton potatoes, 4 ton ﬂoul.,r, 4,000 lhingiu,ogom::i

augsr, &0,

18—Agmes, 14 tonw, Subritzky, for Ohors, Nerth Cape, with
bags sugar, 2 bags rice, 1 cask barley, 4 bags nulp soed, ané
8 tons other stores. Passengers——o.

ls—Fan?eh. 19 tons, Bullivan, for the Hot SBprings, with
sundries.

18—Mirands, 23 tons, Judd, for Whangarei, in ballast.

18—Mariner, 88 tons, W, Stroud, for Eaipars, with 8,000
bricks, 5,000 feet timbar, 5 cases furniturs, 2 tons flour, 1
ton grass sced, 1 {on sugar, 10 packages sundries,

Goods AK to Ohore March 1868

s from Ohore to Auckland Feb 1868

Newspaper articles on some of the voyages of the Agnes including sailing in the
Auckland Anniversary Regatta which the Subritzky family did with various boats for
50 or so years.
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By 1868, the Subritzky brothers had purchased land, built a house and setup a viable business
at Hohoura. Johan who had stayed behind in Maldon, Australia sold all their land and
business’s in Australia and moved to New Zealand. We believe that he stayed on in Australia
to look after their affairs there in case the New Zealand gamble did not work out.In March
1858, the last of the Subritzky’s left Maldon in Australia for Hohoura. Everything in
Australia was sold up so a new life waited them in their new country
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FRIDAY, 25th FEBRUARY.
EXTENSIVE SLT f CONIRACTOR'S
P
TWBLVEII01SH DOWER ENGINE,

IEAVY DRAUGILT 1LORSES,
Drays and Haruess,

1’ MACPIERSON and CO. aro Instrusted to
Ja scll by auction, at tho ]l\rlmr4 Creok
Ruservoir, near larcourt, at ‘I'wa o'cloc
A largo quantity of plankiug, Imlmwl con-
tractors’ tools, building mnaterials, eonslst.

g of weathorkoards, corrugatmd fron

roufing, 12 hinrso power hiovizontal snging
pod oilor, sixicen wieful heavy dranght
horses with drays and harness, thrs first-

class Liacks, and sundrics too numorons to
mcmmn within tho limits of sn adver-
tisement:.
Gonveyauces will meot tho 12
Sandburst.

o'clock train fiom
(SN0

N the Silpremo Court of the Colany nr\'ulmm
0 its Ecclesinstical Juriadictlon.—In 1he
Goods of Pooloy Duflin, lato of Maldon, Police
Constable, deceazed, to whose goods, chattuls and
credits a rulo to administer tho same hrn buen
granted by th Suprems Court of the Coluny of
toria to mo ths undersigned, as Curator cf the
Estatos of deceassd persans, and in tho matler of
tho ** Statute of J'rusts,” 1864, scction 60, Notico
is hereby given that &li persons having any delits,
claims or demands against or upon the Ls’ato of
the above named deccased person, are horeb:
]vnnmp(only roquired on or bfore the Wirtioth
{ March, 1858, to submit tho samo to o the

snﬂ Curnlor, t my oflices, No. 69, Temple Court
south, in tho'city of Meclkbourne, for examination;
in ordur that, if nuch accounts aro found to be
correct, tho samo may bo sottled and paid, I the
#aid Curator herehy further piving uotico lat I
shall, on the sixth day of April, 1868, procsed to
distributo the assots of (}y said Bitato accordiag
to law. An 2lso give notice that under the
said Statute, from and aftor the said last mentioned
day. the claims and denands of all and every
ereditors and olaitaants of or under or against the
said Estale, not coming in as aforesaid, will bo
excluded as against mo 1ha said Curator with
respect to tho assots so distriluted as aforesaid or
otherwise, nml als> agaivnt tho said Estate of the
said decenss

Dated, Mrlbouruu, this
668.

-

215t day of Fobmary,

BURY,
Curator of tho Estatoy of Ducea:cd Peraons.
833 14

Newstead Agricultuml Society.

%

will
rds,

rl‘ﬂh Annual X’xhllm n of this Sociut,
ko place st the t-nc\el\ s Show

O

Martell's Tirandy,

Jamnica Ruwm,
JDKZ Geneva

\\'nrrun]nlp do,

Whiskey—in bulle and lmula

Ol Lort and Sherry.

Fiuo Coloninl \\'hm—\'muge 1866, 1a 23

per hottlo,
Dottled Ale and Porter,
WAKD, MKE

SE.\bO‘lS TEAS.
I & Qoo

SUDRRIOR NEW .
761 ap30S oo .

Yor sale:
NE 8:horse power ENGINE and DOILER,
cheap, at Growler's Gully ;
BREWERY and Plant, at the Springr; also,
A-roomed HOUSE and Garden, in Spring-street,
Apply to

at (he' Tempor-
in tho cvaning.

s PRIVATE
“ persons. £1 18
842to -

a 3.%\ig

No. 793.
ih, 1568,

t

LDON.

Varl
. Miller
» Salter

a
a
s

ntleman, One
wards only.

o
L

7z Min-

ln‘ll.

! shareholders
k llotel, o2

I‘)lCN

frionds. and the public geuerally, (hnz he bas

KANGAROO HOTEL,

"BEST ACCOMMODATION

Possible to be obtainnd in Maldon, his aim being

3mo Cmar WARNOCK DROS.
TO
COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS,
VISITORS,

pUBLIC “GENELRALLY.

I\T‘D MARE hlu of the CRITERINON
L, Castlemaine, bega to inform his

aken the
And i nowr prapared to offer ths vory

> ronder bis houss tle oaly really genuine
.mily and Commercial
Hotel.

Coramercial é-avollsrs will find & splendid Iarge
nd woll-furaishel raom far thoir eszccial behou,
nd families can bo accommodated with private
itting rooms.

Tho Cuisine is undur the control of an experi-

nced caok, and the vrines, spirits, and beor havo

and il bo, selectod by Mr Marks, with an
eyo to securing the

Best of Everything.

ccu,

IMPORTANT SALE,

BY AUCTION,

On FRIDAY, Feb. 28, 18G8.

E. RICITARDS hns received instruetions
frem Mre J. A. Subritzky, tv vier for

V.
slo, by auction,

2t 2 o’clock ., on tho above date,
at the residence’of e Subritzky,
LONG GULLY, 3MALDON,

Tho following
TOWN ALLOTMENTS,
HIGI.STREET :
Allotment 1 of section 13
Allotment 4 of section 13
Allotment 7 of scction 13

EAGLEHAWK:
Allotment 16_of scclion 6, corner allstment,
noar tho Lagle Hawk ilotel

CASTLEMAINE ROAD,
Near the Australasian Hotel:

Allotment 10 of sectivn
Allotment 11 of section 1

Also, all the excellent

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

AND EFFECTS.

HORSES
CARTS

A quantity of

PIGS

A lot of Sows with litters

A splendid Boar, well known to
be ono of the best bred in
the colony

MILCH COW,

Not to be equalled in the district
Buggy and Ilarness
A quantity of Sheep
A lot of Poultry

ticles and cffests too namerous to

of ar advertisement.
r being about to leave the

And olhcr

n.

N
district, the whole must bo 310 without reserve.

The propri
Terms—Cash on the fall of the hansmor.

Remernuber the date,—

Friday, 28th I'cbruary.

827 1d

SEEBELLING OFX

Dost table, best rooms, best beds best stabling

~af Grasarse

e s

HICKS & 1!

Lary Jony

DISPENGING AND £

Druggists and

MAIN - STREN

HICKS'S  VICToRl
RIENT, OR ANT!E

Thesa purcly V.

the utaat

ug geatls in o
¥ Ve taden by
wnu salely at any tine,

TNICKS'S ESSENCE ¢
QUINT:

This new and cl
recommended a1 a ot
nad asoa powerfal tonic

Hicks's

An invaluable remedy o
i 1

Emb

Abe

Prejarcd frowm the

Walmesley's

Hicks’s Pectora
Elixir.

For Cou
ness, &e.
any of thoe distreaing o
delsterions ingnalients; wiil b

for all eonantit

Hicks's Glyceri:

Tor cleansing snd Iaautif
disagrev

IICKS'S

Tos apealy, s

Hicks's

Odontalg

Givee imtantnlicf 1o

HIICKS'S ALTERA
CONDITION T
o Jron

o N
acident 10 that notls an

Drifficld Black and Whits
Worw P'oadure,

Pliysic anl

S

Jaraes's Blister,
Lcoming's Facone
Rowe's |

All other Veterinary Mol

ALL THE BENGL !
Important Announcement. | " ;joyy, Axp coros
= MEDICINES.
PATRICK CULLEN | —
EGS to acquaist the [abalitsnts of Maldon ' Dr. Collin's Comnpositis
that he 1.;: determined upon leaving tho e
Jistrict, aad is thercforo f other Botanic M

From the Tarrangower Times Tuesday February 25, 1868.

Johan selling their Australian assets
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ARRIVAL OF THE PRINCE ALFRED,

The bargue Prince Alfred, Captain Watson, ar-
rived in harbour -early yestexrday moming after a
fair passage of twelve days. She cleared Sydney
Hoads on the morning of the 4th inst.” and ex-
porienced fine weather and light N. and N.E, winda
until making the Kinge on Tnesday last. On Wed-
nesdsy had a moderate westerly wind, and yesterday
light breezes from the N.E,

Tho Prince Alfred brings n general carpo from
Melbourne and 8ydney, and the following passen-
gors : — Mr. John Subritzky, Elizabeth, Dora
Bessie, Cecilin, Sophia, John, Touis, Henry, and
Herbert Bubritzky, and John Hoporoft.

There were no ather vessels loading at Sydney for
Aucklaud on the 4th iost.

‘We are indebted to Captain Watson for Sydney,
papers to the 3rd inst.

ARRIVAL UF THE PRINUE ALKFRED,

The barquentine Prince Alfred, Captain Watson,
arrived yesierday morning from Sydney. She re-
ports having left that place on the morning of the
4th, and experienced fine weather throughout the
passage.  Sighted the Three Kings on Tuesday
evening, and arrived in barbour as above.

Passengers : Mr. and Mrs, Subritzky and eight
childven, Mr. Jobn Hoperoft,

Cargo: Part of original cargo from Melbourne : 6
tanks malt, Brown, Campbell, and Co. ; 96 half-chest:
tea, order ; 90 boxes tobacco, ‘7 cases tobacco, L. D.
Nathan and Co.; 12 packages, J, Subritzky. Shipped
at Sydney : 50 cases whigkey, L. D, Nathan and
Co.; 101 cases kerosine oil, Eaton and Dewolf ; 2 bars
iron, 1 bundle wire, 50 cases kerosine oil, 12 bundles
plates, 3 bottles quicksilver, order; 10 kegs nails, 3
cases castor oil, 1 hhd, black oil, S, H. Smith ; 103
bags maize, Thornton, Smith, and Firth; 30 cases
lg::;&ne glk 2 rolls lead, Ozl?d bundle‘sslv‘:ire, S. H.

H nnies sugar, er ; 8 ¢ 1 are,
order.—S, !%u Bmith, f:;ent. ’ grasm

Arrival of Prince Alfred from Sydney with Subritzky's April 1868

Subritzky travellers from Melbourne to Auckland via Sydney in 1865 were Johan and Betsey
Subritzky and al their children.

The Subritzky family being all together again became building their empire in earnest with
many different industries including sheep, dairy, flax, gum trading, gum digging and

shipping.
H.—9. 18
Rerury of Sheepowners and of Sheep and Lamba in the Bay of Islands Bubdivision—eontinued,
Kame of Ownar, Run or Farm, Poat Office. Ko. of Bate.
Bheep.
| £ 8 d.
Snowden, B, ... +..|Pukine ...[Kaio W 110 0 400
Stanton, J. L. ... Awanui .l 21 0860
Stephenson, E. ... o[ Moturos ...|Russell W 100 | 0 2 O
Bt o coOlveston Manor  ...|Mongonui 27 0 2 0
L. & H. «..[Ohore ... Ahipara w600 010 0
T Al R < Awanui «| 250 060
Switzer, J, 10rurn a8 0 20
Taylor, J, ... Toetoe o] 45 020
Thomas, G, o Waikanga " .. BOD 06 0
Thomson, O, i Ornaite 21 0 2 0
Thompson, G. ... ... Upper Orurn ....Mongonui | 11 0 2 0
Tomua, Hopa ... JHauturn .| Knitaia 16 0 20
Toin, John 5 5 Holisnga, 10 020
Tolerton, G. Okaihan 72 020
Tutera, i <o Kiriliri ... Waimate o a5 0 2 0
Webster, J. «..Dponont ...[Hokiangn .| 887 08 0
Welby, A. o Wangarura &0 020
Wells, W. senr. ... il Orurn 26 0 2 0
Wells, W. junr. ... il % w80 020
Wilkinson, T. ... o " 595 012 o
Williams, J. M. ... oo Rpgawhe .o (Ohseavwai e 19000 118 ¢
Williams, H. ... ... |Paharaks . i 2100 2 240
Williams, J. M. ... " i | G650 612 0
Wi Hamiora Mongonai 10 0 2 0
Wiropoama = 10 0 2 0
Whitehead, W. ... | - 52 | 0 20
‘White, C. juar. ... |Oruru 2 ¢ 020
White, F. . /Manngatonewhi | " ini 45 o2 0
Wreathall, G i | 425 010 0
Wiesthall, J. v " e 140 040
I Total ... | B6,484 l
b

Sheep return 1879

By 1875, Johan had setup his own business in Awanui. He had built a home in Hohoura not
far from the homestead for his family but found that he wanted to settle in Awanui. He
purchased land there, dismantled his house in Hohura and shipped it using the family boat to
Awanui where it was rebuilt in Duke Street which was named after him. The street is still
there in Awanui but his house in Duke Street is long gone.
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Painting of Johan Anton’s house in Duke Street, Awanui.

Painted by P J Sullivan, painting owned by Mike Subritzky

COMMERCIAL,

et e—

NeEw Zeavaxy Herarp Office,
Monday evening.

The duties collected at the Customs to-day

amounted to £304 33 T7d.
Messrs. B. Touks and Co., held a large

8ale of mew English furniture, ex Sam
Mendel, to-day, at their mart, The goods
consisting of chiumey-glasses, drawing

room suites, lustres, and oil paintings re-
alised satisfactory prices. The pianofortes
sold from £27 to £30 each. The sale was
well attended.

Mesars, M, Jones and Co. sold the
schooner Venture to-day for the sum of
£165. The purchaser was Mr, Subritzlcy.

3 September 1876.

Purchase of the ship Venturer

In 1876, the Subritzky family purchased a second
ship, the Venturer which was a 35ft schooner with
a purchase price if 165 Pounds. Not long
afterwards, the cutter Mahurangi 43 ft and 21 ton
was purchased in 1878.

Mougals of the North

Sophie Subritzky and her sons Ludolph, Henry, John and
her daughter Sophia, with husband J. H. F Spanhake
first came to New Zealand in 1843 aboard the emigrant
ship, St Pauli under the New Zealand Company’s
Settlement Scheme, where they settled in Nelson.
However, unhappy with the conditions here, they left two
years later for Maldon, Australia which saw them amass
a small fortune during the Australian goldrush before
deciding to return to New Zealand.

They first settled in Houhora (below Mount Camel)
where the family ran a prosperous business, trading

gum, flax and other commodities until 1875 in which John Anton Subritzky and his six sons, who had
all become qualified mariners, dismantled the family home and shipped it down the coast and rebuilt

it at Awanui.
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Within a short space of time the Subritzky family owned or controlled most of the land from Awanui
northward. During this period the township of Awanui consisted of a general store, a post office, a
community hall, a church, a school, and an odd assortment of houses owned either by the Subritzkys
or their near relatives,; so, one could say the Subritzskys “were Awanui”.

Essentially, the township of Awanui was built by the Subritzkys as a safe port for their many ships as
in those days there were no established roads north of Auckland for trade and other economic
purposes. The most well known of these ships and the favourite of Captain Herbert Subritzky, was the
Greyhound known for its speed.

The Subritzkys also capitalised on the key industries at the time by importing cattle, establishing flax
mills for sale and export and owning several gum stores which saw the family heavily involved in the
Kauri Gum industry. They also developed a shipping link with Auckland, then later expanded across
the Tasman and up into the South Pacific Islands.

Guest Community Curator
Paul Senior

Te Ahu Museum
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1882,
NEW ZEALAND.

SHEEPOWNERS AND NUMBER OF SHEEP AND LAMBS
ON 81 MAY, 1879, 1880, AND 1881

(RETURN OF ALL, SHOWING THE COUNTY IN WHICH OWNERS RESIDE, 80 FAR AS TNFORMATION
18 BUPPLIED IN THE BECHEDULES "A" FURKIRHED BY SHEEPOWNERS UNDER SECTION 21
OF “THE SHEEP ACT, 1878%).

Presenied to both Howses of the General Assenbly by Command of Hiz Ereelloicy,

AUCKELAND DISTRICT,

RETUR!& of Sheﬂpumem and of the Numbsr of

Sheep and Lambs in each
May, 1579 1350, and 1981,

Hu. of Bheep on 3lak
May.

MORNGONTL COUNTY
(In Bay of ]l]rmds Sabdirisian}.
Adumeon, li

Aperahama Tengara, Paren

BET! The:une, Dﬁml !.Ipng;‘}nu
R:ug, Tohm, "['F'I:a'nr.rm

Bell, B, Totars, Whangaros it
Berghmn Edwand, Oruaiti, Mongoual .,
Bergham, I A .ann.m s
Bowman, Jokn, ﬁ'lnpern

Bramloy, W., seu., Kaeo

Brown, T. A. Kumwﬂuenuu Plrr:,l.rehga

COner, 8. H ., [‘ﬁfﬁ{hn Ml.r\nr, Kwibpin ...

rml, v« Awanui
Cornes, E. O, Tokgers, Whangaron
Tenoy, O B, HDMLPIEuuluE, ngeil

Edwards, Baral, Mr., Vistarin, Orarea
Ewmerionn, Alipars, Mongonui

Evans, J., Mangatete, Awanni

Fuoley, Edmund, Keilaia, Mongonui
Foster Brothers, Mongonul

Foster, Cornelis, Mongrui

Faster, 8., Land at’ ﬂﬂ’h!h, Maw |goml
Frear, .. }[m

Fmr W., sen., mkllm, Oruaiti
Fmr,W Mongonui

CGasdiner, W. A, Mangonui

Garton, W, Wainomu, Orura
Cloulten, B, Kaeo, Whu.n;umn
Haknroin Awarmn, Awanul

Hnki Wi Haitaia, Peria, Qrura
Humaina Paki, Alupum

Hure, Wasley, Taso

Huare, W. T, Kneo, Whangaroa
Hazard, W., Orurn

Hayes, J. 0., Mangiti, Whangaroa
Hayes, Thomas, Kaeo, Whangaros .
Hayes, William, Whikors, Whangares
Henari Tila, Ahipars
Henderson, R, Haonpapanni, llmlgm:ul.
Hetarako homam Eargponts, Awanui
Heaterska Awarnui e
Haohear, Williaw, Victorin, Kaitaia
Halmes, 4. E., Mangsiarire, Monganui
Hows, 4. T. .|'.|. Waitepu, Whangaros. ..
Jesentho, ., Orurn

Karonn Emm Kevana, Mongooui
Karghams, Ahipara

Kerernms, Akipara

E_, Tuipm, Mengonui .

[
4
21

14u|

130
5o
tig

113

955

H

A

160
L

408

145

B
1o
e

I

Gl
2k
120

B
129
798
250

4
208
280
166

AUCKLAND DISTRICT—continuad,
county on the 8ls: o
Kitchen, PLilip, Kohimare, Mongonui, ..
Hirchen, Johuw, Vietorin, Mangonui
Mo, of Bheep o 30t | Lambly, T W, Bellevae, Orur |
My, Lene, 10 Gh, Kasa i
EporieE] Lepa, Pabipl, Al:ipers ek
10, . L4 | 1881 | Mils, Y., Ororn ;
Musters, C. M., Puliepate, Mengoaul |
Matthews Brat e, Aume Awanwi .|
Multhews, B, HL, Kuilois e
i wag 158 | MoRas, 7., Kaeo
— a0 AMvaye, H., Norll: Daps, Pa"eu:uemn
L4 a 3 ".frsl.ul:, Lnumn Pukepoto, Mongonui
45 85 43 | Murray, W., Cavalii Island, Kaeo |
4h 4 G | Keho, Waara, Grassmers, Enitais .
Ky 4 Go | Ngarams, Mongonui o
14 20 34 | Panther, I, F, Kaisko, Mongonui
e 450 boh | Patans, Hobepa, Alipara
28 22 24 | Patana, Bapibaoe, Ksitain
ory  — Xil | Futon, I, Ta Papo, Vietoris, Mungonul
— - 170 | Pekahn I{-s]:u:-. Toatos, Oruen
H b 200 | Pevny, Joseph, Monganai
B 1z 8 | Penney, George, Kueo
ET] 3B 33 | Poharams, Manukan, Morgouui
tiefaya) 239 | Fockey, W, G, Woodrille, Kaituia
I Hil | Puckey, C. J., Woodrills, Kaitaia
23 ' o5  Puitete, Woke, Pupuke, Kaeo
—_ 202 | Hamgitawmuty, Tamati, Awanni
a1y zon 290 Beode, J., Murinlenve, Ahipara
o — 20 | Reid, J. ¥, Alipeia, Ahipas
g T fia | Hews, No, Aln]nrs,
L24) ¥z 138 | Hewivi Morgl, Mammgapiko, T’nr\:-l.ga
3 z0 30 | Rieknrds, Gh, Mangatete, Awanul
aBol — 500 | Habertaon, J, H., Grapsmers, Kaitais ..
— | 50 | Roae, Mra, W, the Wumi, Awaoui
Brof  gobi  yzo | Hesieur, Mys, M., the Island, Mongonai
Bol are 5 | Shannon, J. W, Walpuna, Kaitals .,
40| 40 ) Bhephend, A, B, Whangaroa
-_— il Xil | Sheplerd, Issse, Upckoran, Kaeo
20| — Nil | Shephecd, . ok, Tavrangs, Whaugamn
— 1ie) il | @hepleed, J. G, W]mngum |
gh 7o g2 | Ahepherd, J. N, Upokoran, Kass
—_ T 12 | Bhepherd, 8, 1., Taoarangs, Whar i
—_ e G | Silva, I, Orura L w..
2a) 44 a0 F!-un]:urm. ., Awenul
O3 ¥} 40 & Smith, 1T, W, P, Vietoria, Kaitaia
ol — il ] Hnowden, I, Puhine, Kaso
118 (F1] 140 | Bpukley, &nlluui
—_ r o= Iﬁ-mmnn. & Ly Awavad
28 — i Nil | Btephecson, E {Trustes ate), Kneo ...
Gie) FL 78 'Htlwgﬁ . ol Diveaton Manor, Mongonui
2] I8 24 ky, 1. ond 11, Ohore, Alipars...
LI FY3 9, | ‘~|1 A, Uhm'e, Awanui
130 209 Switzer, J., Orara
- 40 "Tll ‘kattinu, I:{am-l. Fareags
e — il | Tarengs, Aperalams, Parenga
130 — ' Nil | Tavler, d., Tostos, Drary

o
151
Nil 4
il
129
Ta
0
24
£3
130
Kil
1By

142

However good times had to end. On the 4™ July 1884 when Ludoph died. Ludoph had been in
business with his brother Heinrich since they arrived in New Zealand in 1860.

He was the brains of the business and Heinrich was happy to as we would say go with the
flow and take half the proceeds. Heinrich was not much of a business man and with theft of
cattle by the local Maori’s, no paper records of business transactions, new taxes and poor
managements, he ended up bankrupt.
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The executors of an_ ecceentric old
identity, named Johaun Ludolph Subritzky,
whose name is familiar about Mahurangi,
agplied with a porfunctoriness which, under
the circumstances, does credit to their kind-
ness of heart, for probate of a singular
codicil to the will, said codicil declaring
that ‘*should my daughter Henrietta
so far forget herselfl as to marry
with George Tuck, she shall be cut
off, and her ahare divided among,”
otc., etc. They had previously obtained
probate of the will, and now that the
codicil was reluetantly produced, the Judge
similarly leant to pity’s 'éide and refused
the application as being unnecessary.
Honce Henriefta may wed as she liste

without fear of worldly loss by operation of
the dead hand.

December 1884

BANKRUPICY.

T

MEETINGS GF CREDITORS.

Wi, Hexpy Srpriresy. — An adjourned
mecting of credibors in the cstate of W,
Henry Subritzky was heid yesterdoy in the
Official Assivies’'s offies,  Fresent: Messrs,
A, M. Nathan, Colvert, Brace (Sargood
und Co.), Stichbury (Pavker, Green, and
Co.}, und Ivey (Bunk of New Sonth Whales).
The Official Assizrnee read a lotter from Mr.
Robert Mouston, of Mangonni. It ap-
peured that aboub 200 eaccle on the Govern-
ment ran could be musieret and identified,
by Wright as Subritzky’s, but most of
them had been re-branded, and were
now cluimed by diiferent members of the
fumily.,  Wrihe, huwever. was prepared to
swear that they were Subiitzhy’s originally,
and.were re-branded after Subritzky filul
There vero 20 horses in_ghe same position.
Ho reconnnendad that Wright bo insteucted
to muster the cattle amd borses aud have
thewn soldl, and then il these people pubin o
eluim kit them prove it in Courte  If whaes
Smith (who is marvieid to the daughter of
the Subritzky who is dend) says is true
that ho claims these cattle, then he shod
rank ax a ereditor. A Jetier from M. Cave
on the subject was also remld, and after
some discussion ic was resvived, on.-the
motion of Mr. Nnthan, seconded by My,
Calvert, **Thnt all cattle and horses thak
can bio identitied by Wright as helouging to
the bankrupt at time of filing should be
mustered and sold, as sopgested in Mr.
Houston's letter, and that :ﬁ‘:. Houston be
wired insiractions accordingly

March 1889

Wm Henry Subritzky Bankruptcy March

1890

MEETING OF CREDITORS
WILLIAM HENRY SUBRITZEY.E

A wmEeTING of creditors in the estate of
William Henry Subritzky, of Ohora, Mon-
gonui district, was held at the office
of the Official Assignco this after-
noon.  There wers present  DMessrs
A. M. Nathan, Calvert, (Owen and
Graham), Cuthberteon, (Laybourn aud Co.,)
Tewsley, (Sargood and Co.,) Tennant, (Bank
of New South Wales), Coleman (zolicitor).
In this bankruptcy the Bank of New
South Wales held all the doeds of pro-
perties and bhad only what is cnlled
a *“*banker’s lien” on them, so that
they could neither sell or benefit from
then. After a good deal of trouble
and ecorrespondence the Official Assignee
(Mr Lawson) received from the manager of
the Bank (Mr Tennant) a memo. stating
that ¢ the Bank was willing to sarrender the
deeds it holds in which the bapkrupt has
an interest, on condition that Mr Lawson
ot his Court to detino, in the usual purti-
tion, Subtitzliy’s interest in the properties.
He also stated that the Bank held some
deeds of properties at VWaldon, Victoria, in
the nume of the bankrupt: these were to
be retained for the piesent, but the
property was believed to be of little value.
According to the Victorian law a
“ banker’s lien ” carried with it a right to
charge the land for a deed, so that the
Bank has a right to hold those.

August 1889

Bankruptcy of the estate of W M Henry Subritzky
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Eﬂ BAXKERUPTOY.
THE

BEPERIDB COURT OF BANKRUPTCY
OLDEN AT AUCKLAND,

In the mmiter of:the Bankruptey
MHnAmwimuthaml’. s -

Koklos §s hare/ that
m«mm“mmmb’mmm
matter of the several bereinafter

No JARUARY 90, 1800,
880—Edward sand Alfred Edward Isancs, of Auck.
Merchants.

mm%mlm of Autﬁmd, Merchsat.

JAXUARY 27, 1890.
913—Geo. Ivil, of Auckland, Haindresser.
FRURUARY 4, 1500,
800—-Wim, Henry Subritzky, of Ohora, Storekeeper,
MirCH 10, 1500,
802—Richard Coles Jondan, of Tauranga, Auec-

984—Wru. Groem, of Thames, Hatter.
Datod a$ Auckland this 13th day of March, 1800,
JOHN LAWSON,
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With the death of Ludoph and bankrupt of Heinrich the Subritzky estate at Hohura was put up
for sale. After much discussion, the Wagener family that were long time friends of the
Subritzky family from Maldon days finally purchased the Hohura estate and grounds.

Ludoph Anton Subritzky

From the net re AWANUI

Within a short space of time the Subritzky family owned or controlled almost all of the North
from Awanui northward - the town of Awanui was built by the Subritzky's and their extended
family, both Pakeha and Maori. The hub of the Subritzky family operations was the Mount
Camel Station and their influence on the Far North for the next fifty years stretched far and
wide. They imported cattle and developed their own breed of shorthorn. They developed a
shipping link with Auckland, transporting many of the early pioneering families into the
northern districts. The Subritzkys also established flax mills and began processing fibres for
sales and export. Then came the days
of the gum diggers and for the rest of
the 1800s and later well into the
1900s it was the gum trade which

provided much of the prosperity in
" Northland.

However Johan had kept all his
business affairs separate from his
brothers and prospered in Awanui. He
had is house, his ships with his sones
as captains, cattle, sheep, flax, gum
digging and trading plus all the good things in life. He built a dance hall that was the social
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centre of the area and dances would at times go until day break next day. A skating rink was
also setup in the hall. He owned most of what is now Awanui including all of the waterfront.

Johan had various ships built including the Greyhound, imported a car from Australia, the
1902 Oldsmobile that is still running today in 2019. (more information is in the appendix for
the Greyhound and Johan’s car)

He purchased property in Auckland, attended the theatre there in his own box seat. The last
few years of his life, he lived in Ponsonby Road, Auckland and ran the Auckland end of his
shipping business.

There is a lot more information on the lives of the Subritzky family
arriving in New Zealand in 1860 to 1915 in the appendix of newspaper
articles.
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Subritzky Family Homestead, Houhora

Copy of painting owned by Mike Subritzky

The homestead was constructed between April 1860 and June of the following year and was
built in the style of European farmhouses of the period but using local materials, and is the
oldest European residence on the Aupouri Peninsula, bearing testimony to the courage and
resilience of the original members of this pioneering family. The flooring was constructed
using swamp kauri, as was much of the other timber, whilst the walls were constructed using
lathes of Manuka that were affixed to split swamp kauri using handmade nails. The walls of
the homestead were 'musket proof' being filled with rock shipped from Mount Camel across
the harbour and then cemented into place by mortar mixed with sand from the beachfront and
lime- cement, which was made by burning shells gathered off the beach.

At the end of the 19th century, New Zealand was in the grips of a severe depression and this
saw a considerable decline in the family fortunes. Crippling land taxes were imposed on the
large estate owners and this forced the breakup of the majority of the Mount Camel Station.
In 1898 the homestead was sold to Ludolph's married daughter, Louisa Wagener and has
remained ever since in the care of the Wagener family. In 1991, the Subritzky Homestead
was named a National Historic Place.

http://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/80

The house has an unbroken association with the Subritzky’s, one of the most notable settler
families in the far north. Development of the area was initiated and encouraged by their
activities in production, trade and the provision of services, such as coastal shipping.
Mystery surrounding the family's exact origin and speculation as to the purpose of Houhora
tunnels adds a certain richness to local history.
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ARCHITECTURAL QUALITY:

Half-timbering was a construction technique used in Elizabethan England and elsewhere in
Europe. The principal has been adapted here for construction using kauri studs, ti tree laths
and a rubble infill. Because the structure has been plastered, Subritzky House makes no
reference to the Tudor precedent. It remains a largely original and well maintained example
of half-timbered construction in colonial New Zealand.

Construction Professionals

Subritzky, Ludolph & Heinrich
Ludolph Johann Heinrich SUBRITZKY (1825-1884)
Heinrich Wilhelm SUBRITZKY (1828-1909)

Brothers Ludolph and Henry Subritzky along with their mother, sister and her husband,
settled permanently in New Zealand in 1860, having come from Maldon where the family had
owned a butchery business during the Victoria gold rush. Said to be the first European
settlers of the "Far North", they built their family homestead, known today as Subritzky
House, in 1860-62 with the help of local Maori. Neither appear to have had experience in
architecture or building.

My first visit to the homestead would have been in the late 1950’s or early 1960’s when I was
a child and I do not have many memories of the early visits. However the old homestead is
like a magnet to me and I visit there at every opportunity. Looking at old photos and present
day photos, I can see a major difference in the condition of the homestead and grounds. The
Wagener’s who have looked after the homestead have done a great job and I only hope that
they can continue the good work into the future.

Mt Camel from the Wagener Museum 2003
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Thanks to Mike Subritzky for this diagram

There have always been in the family legend the stories of tunnels below the homestead.
These went from the water front to the homestead and were used for storing various goods
that they traded. I was bought up with the legend that the tunnels also contained smuggled
goods including jewellery and treasure. Is this the home of the missing Polish Crown Jewels?
See the appendix for further information.

Following are photographs of the homestead over the years.

-

(Aunty) Vida Quelch nee Subritzky and Dick
Subritzky my Father
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Steve (me), Sylvia, Jeanette

and Dick Subritzky
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From http://subritzky.homestead.com

SUBRITZKY/WAGENER HOMESTEAD

BUILT IN 1860, HOUHORA
NEW ZEALAND

(Restoration Appeal)

He Panui tenei ki te SUBRITZKY Whanau: "Ki te whanau Subritzky me te whanau whanui
hoki. Kua hangaia e matou he putea hei whakatika, whaka pai ranei to tatou papa kainga
noreira ke karanga, inoi ranei ki te whanau - whanui mo he koha. Na to rourou, na toku
rourou ka tu kaha ono to tatou papa kainga." - Mikaere SUBRITZKY

To the many members of our large and extended family. The historic Subritzky/Wagener
Homestead at Houhora in the Far North of New Zealand, is in urgent need of repair.

In the early 1960's when Wilf WAGENER, MBE purchased the Homestead, the old
Homestead was pretty much derelict. Wilf single headedly spent many thousands of dollars
authentically restoring the Homestead back to its original grandeur...a little piece of Poland
transported to the Far North of New Zealand. Since then, Wilf and his branch of the family
have spent many thousands more keeping the Homestead in the pristine condition that we all
love, and making it available to members of our family, and indeed the public.

Unfortunately, the Trust does not have sufficient funds to undertake the work needed to keep
the building waterproof. Our family Homestead urgently needs re-roofing.

Wilf Wagener's determination to restore the Homestead authentically, using burnt shell and
beach sand has actually made the problem worse than it would have been had the family
simply plastered the walls with a commercial product. I have spoken with Keith WAGENER
who is currently undertaking the restoration and Keith has stated that "The authentic plaster
is very susceptible to water damage and is now turning to powder and just falling off the
walls.”

Keith also believes that "Unless the Homestead gets immediate attention, the water damage
anticipated during the coming winter is likely to be too significant to be addressed and the
country and the Subritzky family (all of us), will lose an invaluable piece of our heritage."

Noel SUBRITZKY has suggested that the wider family and Whanau be asked to help raise
sufficient funding to assist with the ongoing maintenance, and at the very least carry out

repairs on the roof. The full replacement of the roof is a much more daunting task and
probably in the region of $35,000.00 NZ in total.
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When the roof was refurbished during the last restoration it was discovered to be a very
complex operation because of the original construction used by our forebears Ludolph and
Heinrich SUBRITZKY all of those years ago.

The Family and the Subritzky/Wagener Homestead Restoration Appeal would appreciate any
donations from Family, Whanau and Friends.

I am not sure if the roof has been replaced as this web site has been there for several years but
I do know that the Wagener’s would welcome any donations for the maintenance of the
homestead at Houhora.

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT.

———

IMPORTANT SALE OF FREEHOLD
PROPERTIES IN THE ESTATES
OF MESSRS W. H. SUBRITZKY
(bankrupt) AND J. L. SUBRITZKY
, (deceased).

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO SECURE A
REALLY PAYING PROPERTY.

MONDAY, DECEMBER '23zp, 1889,
At 2 p.m. sharp.

SAMUEL VAILE AND SONS
(Late Vaile and Douglas)

Have been instructed by the Official Assignee
of the property of Williath Henry Subritzky,
anc by the administrators of the estate of the
Jate Johann Ludolph Subritzky. to sell b,
auction at their land sale rooms, Shortland-

1 gtreet, Auckland.

EXCELLENT Sheep and Cattle Run o

5,684 acres, in the Mangonui district, and
known as Hohoura.

Thi grand estate forms a PENINSULA,
bounded on- one side- bi:m excellent HARBOUR,
on Lwo sides by the East Coast, and on the
third side by post and wire fence. The
soil is partly VOLCANIC: and partly clay,
the latter containing wvery rich deposits of
K AURI Gun. There is also on the property
arge quantities of good FLaxX. |

And other smalier properties in the same
Hsiates. .

#ull particulars in future advertisements, or
' from the Auctioneers. . .

[}

+

v

" SAMUEL VAILE & SONS, |
) Shortland-street.

Auckland Star 23 November 1889
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Edward and Louisa Wagener.

Edward Wagener travelled to New Zealand in 1883 at the age of 21, hoping to work on the
Subritzky estate, but in fact this did not happen, partly because the Subritzky’s were
beginning to feel harder times. He did however marry his second cousin Louisa, who was a
widow with one son. He was an engineer by trade, and when work was not available in the
north he went to Auckland to work at his trade. His new wife reluctantly joined him, for she
was a creature of the wild open beaches and the cattle runs of her father's extensive estates.
When economics worsened and the family returned to Maldon, Louisa felt as if she was in
exile, although Edward became manager of the town gasworks and was happy enough.

When the Subritzky fortunes in New Zealand ebbed to where the homestead property was to
be sold, Louisa begged her husband to return to New Zealand and secure her roots. This they
did, and Edward began a new life alongside the placid waters of Houhora Harbour. There he
established a blacksmith's shop and a reputation for eccentricity, for he had what was
probably the first 'wireless' in the district, and would ride his penny-farthing bicycle down the
nearby East Beach, much to the amusement of the Maoris. In Maldon he had been a cycle
club champion, and was mad about bikes.

Louisa Subritzky grew up as what we would nowadays call a 'tomboy', riding horses with her
hair tucked up under a man's cap, standing in the stirrups at a gallop, firing a rifle and
laughing as she came. She grew up to enjoy brief happiness in Napier during a compatible
marriage to John Edward Leyland, who had worked as a drover for the Subritzky family in
the far North. After his sudden death she found he could not fit in with her Napier in-laws'
conventional ways, and so returned with her small son Ludolph ('Lu') to her father's family.
In January 1884 she married her second cousin Edward Wagener, who had come from
Maldon in Victoria expecting to work on the Subritzky estate.

When this work did not eventuate Edward was forced to go to Auckland to work at his own
trade as engineer and blacksmith. Louisa reluctantly joined him there in their city home, but
was always looking for the family ships bringing news and visitors from her beloved Far
North. When a great economic depression set in Edward took Louisa, Lu and their more
recent children Fred and Hally back to Maldon. There he became the manager of the
gasworks, and was settled and happy, but Louisa always pined for her Houhora home, and
when she heard the Subritzky property at Houhora was to be sold she could stand exile no
longer, and pressed her husband to travel to New Zealand once again with their now extended
family of seven, there to buy the family property.

Incidentally, this to-ing and fro-ing of the family explains how it was that Bert Wagener (son
of Edward and Louisa) became known as 'Possum’, for he was constantly reminded of his
Australian birth by the other, wilder kids at school, and the name stuck throughout his life.
He never returned to the land of his birth.
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Edward and Louisa Wagener

Edward Wagener 1937 — He purchased the Subritzky Homestead from the Subritzky’s.
Authors note, these are my Great Great Grandparents
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Summary of the Subritzky family between 1785 and 1900

What a good story the Subritzky family makes, even if you believe 100% that we are
descended from the Sobieski family. As you know, I still have an open mind on the
Sobieski’s. Following is a summary of this book with my own personal spin on the first part
of our recorded history.

As you have read, we know that Romualdous Zubrzycki, husband of Sophie, was born in
Subate, Latvia and christened on the 6 Feb 1785. We also know that with the work done by
Alice Evans and Mike Subritzky that Romualdous Zubrzycki is also Reinhold Subritzky from
Hamburg in Germany. Note that Latvia at the time was part of the Polish empire so our family
is of Polish descent, even though we come from modern day Latvia.

There is now a full paper trail going back to 1785 that cannot be disputed. There is also no
paper trail or even evidence of a paper trail to link our family with the Sobieski family that
has been found to date. However, the years before 1785 are sketchy and maybe one day
evidence will be found to link our family with the Sobieski family. (This is still a work in
progress and I have plans to get further records from Latvia over the coming years as and
when time and funds allow).

In 1795, the Russians invaded Latvia ending 400 years of Polish rule. The Russians were not
well liked, especially by the Zubrzycki family.

Part of the family legend that I was bought up with says that our family fought with Napoleon
and in fact here are photos of Napoleon campaign paintings in the possession of Subritzky
family members.

While I was in Latvia, I found that the neighbouring town to Subate, Daugavpils (50km
away), had built a fort to protect the town from Napoleon. Napoleon actually attacked that fort
— AND LOST. My guess is the Romualdous and his brother Johanne fought with Napoleon as
our family legend indicates, and LOST.

We next hear from the 2 brothers living in Hamburg in Germany, with revised spellings of
their names — why? Well I suggest that they were trying to hide their true identities. I also
suggest that they invented the Sobieski legend to help create a false identity. This is only my
theory, make up your own mind as to why the spelling of our name was changed and why the
Sobieski story is part of our oral history.
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Subritzky children born up to 1900.

From http://www.tribalpages.com/tribe/familytree?uid=mcleancollinsfamily&surname=Subritzky

Subritzky, Ada Isola, Born 1865 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Jun 02 1866 in Maldon,
Victoria, Australia

Subritzky, Ada Phyllis, Born 1862 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Feb 08 1863 in
Maldon, Victoria, Australia

Subritzky, Adelaide Annie, Born Mar 20 1892 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Oct 24 1986
in Dargaville, New Zealand

Subritzky, Alfred, Born Aug 02 1868 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Jun 17 1961 in
Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Alfred Vivian, Born Aug 29 1895 in Awanui, New Zealand, Died 1961 in
Dargaville, New Zealand

Subritzky, Annie Elizabeth Jane, Born Oct 31 1888 in Awanui, New Zealand, Died May 07
1981 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Archibald Ludolph Cyril, Born Oct 11 1886 in Awanui, New Zealand, Died Oct
03 1948 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Arthur William Thomas, Born Jan 23 1875 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died 1952
in Awanui, New Zealand

Subritzky, August Heinrich, Born Jul 20 1848 in Adelaide, South Australia, Died Dec 20
1849 in Adelaide, South Australia

Subritzky, Charles Iselton, Born Mar 01 1876 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Dec 02 1933
in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Doris Sophia, Born Oct 25 1857 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died May 09
1910 in Kaitaia, Far North, New Zealand

Subritzky, Dorothy (twin), Born Aug 03 1888 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Jan 06 1930 in
Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Dorothy Elizabeth Maria, Born Oct 23 1859 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died
Aug 05 1937 in Waihopo, New Zealand

Subritzky, Edith Florence, Born Nov 12 1880 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died 1924
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Subritzky, Elizabeth Eleanor, Born Oct 18 1857 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Dec 08
1926 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Emily Maude, Born Sep 11 1894 in Mangonui, New Zealand, Died Jan 21 1932 in
Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Eva Amy Elizabeth, Born Jan 18 1871 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Dec 10
1949 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Evelyn, Born Jun 18 1863 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died 1934 in New
Zealand

Subritzky, Harold George, Born Sep 14 1895 in Te Kopuru, Dargaville, New Zealand, Died
Jul 09 1969 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Haywood Charles, Born Jul 20 1873 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Dec 20 1943
in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Heinrich Wilhelm, Born May 18 1828 in Liineburg, Germany, Died Jun 24 1909
in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Henrietta Isabella, Born 1863 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died May 11 1935 in
Houhora, New Zealand

Subritzky, Henrietta Marie, Born Mar 10 1885 in Auckland, New Zealand, Died May 30
1970 in Kaitaia, Far North, New Zealand

Subritzky, Henry George, Born Jun 20 1861 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Apr 27
1941 in Kaitaia, Far North, New Zealand

Subritzky, Herbert Walter, Born Sep 26 1866 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Mar 15
1944 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Herbert Wilfred, Born May 31 1894 in Awanui, New Zealand, Died Dec 08 1965
in Auckland, New Zealand
Subritzky, Johannes Anton, Born Jul 28 1830 in Liineburg, Germany, Died Oct 09 1912 in

Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Johannes Wilhelm, Born Jun 27 1854 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Nov 11
1930 in Awanui, New Zealand

Subritzky, John, Born Jan 27 1892 in Waihopo, New Zealand, Died Dec 10 1950 in
Whangarei, New Zealand

118



Subritzky, John Anton, Born Aug 14 1890 in Awanui, New Zealand, Died Apr 05 1977 in
Northland, New Zealand

Subritzky, John Henry, Born Jan 10 1852 in At sea off the coast of Tahiti, Died Jul 18 1931
in Waihopo, New Zealand

Subritzky, John Sydney, Born Nov 14 1882 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Dec 03 1941 in
Te Kao, New Zealand

Subritzky, Leonard Augustus William, Born Jun 16 1891 in Awanui, New Zealand, Died Dec
22 1920 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Louisa Bertha, Born Sep 23 1856 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Aug 19
1935 in Houhora, New Zealand

Subritzky, Louisa Ivy Isabell, Born Aug 28 1896 in Mangonui, New Zealand, Died Dec 16
1969 in Whangarei, New Zealand

Subritzky, Louise Cecilia, Born Mar 06 1859 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Oct 03
1936 in Auckland, New Zealand

Subritzky, Ludolph Anton, Born Feb 11 1856 in Maldon, Victoria, Australia, Died Sep 11
1909 in Awanui, New Zealand

Subritzky, Ludolph Johann Heinrich, Born Feb 11 1825 in Liineburg, Germany, Died Jul 04
1884 in Houhora, New Zealand

Subritzky, Makinihi (Maggie), Born May 05 1898 in Te Hapua, New Zealand, Died Jun 02
1972 in Whangarei, New Zealand

Subritzky, Mary Ann (twin), Born Aug 03 1888 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died 1928 in
Whangarei, New Zealand

Subritzky, Norman Ernest Henry (Nim), Born May 26 1899 in Mangonui, New Zealand,
Died 1976 in Kaitaia, New Zealand

Subritzky, Sophia Louisa Henrietta, Born 1847 in Adelaide, South Australia, Died Nov 18
1876 in Aurere, Taipa, New Zealand

Subritzky, Sophia Margaretha Dorothea, Born Jul 15 1818 in Liineburg, Germany, Died 1849
in Barossa Valley, South Australia

Subritzky, Sydney James, Born Dec 30 1880, Died 1881

Subritzky, Violet Grace May, Born Aug 19 1880 in Auckland, New Zealand, Died 1964 in
Auckland, New Zealand
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Subritzky, Wilhelmina Henrietta Sophie, Born Jul 21 1850 in Adelaide, South Australia, Died
Nov 24 1889 in Mangatete, New Zealand

Subritzky, William John Henry, Born Jul 25 1871 in Houhora, New Zealand, Died Dec 03
1941 in Te Kao, New Zealand

Subritzky, Winifred Elizabeth, Born Jun 05 1899, Died Nov 19 1990
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Timeline for the Subritzky/Wagener family, 1800 to 1940

Thanks to Alan Wagener

Australia

New Zealand

William Gilbert Puckey travels with his
family, accompanying Samuel Marsden
to the Bay of Islands in NZ from NSW

Joseph Matthews arrives in Sydney
aboard the "Argyle’, one of the Church
Missionary School's newest recruits

1806

1819

1820

Sept.

1831

Oct
1831

Mar
1832

mid
1833

Oct
1833

Dec
1833
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Puckey and his sister
Elizabeth grow up in close
association with the Maori

Hongi Hiki, One of the important Maori
warriors from the Bay of Islands region
of NZ travels to England

William Gilbert Puckey
marries Matilda Davis

Joseph Matthews travels to Paihia, in the
Bay of Islands of New Zealand where he
meets a woman he has only dreamed about

He travels north to the

Kaitaia region to reconnoitre,
largely at the request of local
Maori, then returns to Paihia

Joseph Matthews holds the
first church service in
Kaitaia, in a church built of
raupo

Joseph Matthews marries the
woman he dreamed of, Mary
Ann Davis, sister to Matilda

Puckey
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1834

Ship 'Cygnet’ arrives at Holdfast Bay,
near what would become Adelaide, with 1836

one James Hoare and pregnant wife

Sarah Angel aboard.

John 'Rapid' Hoare born. He

is recorded as the first white Nov
child to be born in Sth 1836

Australia.

German Lutherans arrive in South
Australia to found a colony free from

persecution. They established the 1838
settlement of Klemzig just north of
Adelaide.

1840

1843

Sept.
1844
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Matthews and Puckey
families move to Kaitaia to
start their mission station in
earnest

Treaty of Waitangi signed

'St. Pauli’ arrives in Nelson, with German

immigrants, including Subritzky,
Spanhake and Korber families, among
others

Conflict with the Maoris over
land, and the non-allocation
of pre-paid land by their
agent disheartens many of
the Germans

'Skiold' arrives in Nelson with second lot

of Germans

More Maori troubles. Some
settlers leave for Australia.
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After a futile final attempt to
get the land owed to them,
the Subritzky’s, Spanhake's
and Korber’s leave for
Adelaide and the flourishing
German colonies there.

'Palmyra’ arrives in Adelaide after a August 'Palmyra’ leaves Nelson for Adelaide on
passage of 29 days 1845 23 August 1845

The three families probably
settled in Klemzig, a
German settlement close to
the north of Adelaide. There
is no record of them at the
alternate Hahndorf
settlement.

Ludolph Subritzky marries
Maria Westphal, the oldest

Lat

of three girls who had 1 sa 42
travelled from Nelson with
them.
The Spanhake’s have a son Sept.
(William Henry) 1846
Ludolph and Maria Oct
Subritzky's first child - 46
(Marien) is born and dies
Ludolph and Maria
Subritzky's second child July
(August Henry) is born and 1848
dies
Doris Spanhake dies in
childbirth at the Barossa 1849
valley.
John Anton Subritzky First commercial interest in Kauri Gum in
marries in 1850 the Far North of NZ. Trial shipments to
Adelaide the UK and USA
Gold discovered in Victoria near Ballarat, 1851

by one Thomas Hiscock
John Anton and Betsy's first May
child (Sophia Doris) born 1851
John Anton completes his 1851
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butchers apprenticeship

Edward Ferdinand
Wagener arrives in

Australia from Hesse- 1853
Cassel, in what was about
to become Germany

The Subritzky brothers and
their families shift into the
goldfields, but only in 1854

did they settle in Maldon, 1854
setting up a butchery and
shops that sold eggs and
other produce as well
John Anton and Betsy's Jun
second child (John William 1854
Henry) born

Miners killed at the Eurcka Stockade .

iners killed at the Eureka Stockade o,

Maldon proclaimed a municipality 1858

John Anton Wagener
family first
elected as one B
of 7 . 1858
: Subritzky
councillors o
for the town family, in
Maldon
Weckert family arrives in Adelaide on
., 1858
the 'Sophia’
1859 Joseph Matthews of Kaitaia ordained as a
minister
Subritzky family hears of late Ludolph and Heinrich sail
the upcoming sale of land in 1859, from Sydney to Auckland on
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NZ, particularly Kawau
Island, nth of Auckland.
Some of the family go to
Sydney to arrange passage
to NZ. John Anton and his
family remained in Maldon

Edward Ferdinand Wagener
marries Louisa Spanhake in
Maldon

Frederick Edward Augustus
(Edward) 1 Wagener born
at Maldon

Louis Gustavus Henry
Wagener 2 born at Maldon

Frederick Henry Ferdinand
(Fred) 3 Wagener born at

Jan
1860

Feb
1860

Apr
1860
to
Jun
1861

Aug
1861

early
1862

Feb
1862

Jun
1862

1864

Jun
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the steamship 'Prince
Alfred’

Ludolph and Heinrich charter
the '"Dolphin’ to travel north
and inspect Kawau Island.

The brothers continue north
and inspect land in the
Awanui region, north of
Mangonui, plus the 'Ohore’
land at what is now Houhora

Governor George Grey beat
them to the purchase of
Kawau, so they proceeded
with the northern purchases

Subritzky homestead built at
the heads of Houhora
Harbour, with Mt. Camel
overlooking. At this time
Sophie, Maria and the
children remained in Sydney.

Ludolph takes passage to
Sydney on a whaling ship.

Ludolph chartered the
"Montezuma’' and took his
family back to NZ, with the
exception of Old Sophie who
remained in Sydney



Maldon 1865

Herbert Walter Subritzky

born to John Anton and Sep
1866
Betsy
Louis Gustavus Henry 1868
Wagener 2 dies at Maldon
John Anton sells up the Apr
family interests in Maldon 1868
El hia Dori
eanor Sophia Doris May
(Lena) Wagener 4 born at 1868
Maldon
Louisa Maria Henrietta
Nov
(Weza) Wagener 5 born at 1878
Maldon
Doris Elise Wagener 6 born Feb
at Maldon 1882
Edward Wagener 1 leaves
Maldon due to poor work 1883
prospects
Jan
1884
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John Anton sails to New
Zealand on the 'Prince
Alfred’ with his family and
joins his clan in Houhora

The first 'Dallie' families came to the Far
early North to dig gum. These were known as
1880's 'Austrians' but came from what we now
know as Croatia and Serbia

Edward travels to New

Zealand and works in
Auckland
Joseph Edward In doing so
Matthews  marries he accepts
performed Louisa her son
the Bertha Edward

ceremony at Leyland, Ludolf (Lu)

Kaitaia

widowed Leyland.
daughter of



Elsie Augusta Maria
Wagener 7 born at Maldon

John Henry
Benjamin
Wagener 8
born in
Maldon

Edward
Wagener 1
settles back
in Maldon
where he gets
ajob
managing the
gas works

Albert
Ulysses
(Bert)
Wagener
born at
Maldon

Mar
1884

Jul
1884

Sep
1884

Jan
1886

Jul
1886

1887

May
1887

Oct
1887

1887

Jul
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Ludolph
Subritzky, in
Kaitaia.

Ludolph Subritzky (Louisa's
father) dies and is buried on
Mt. Camel

Frederick Ferdinand (Fred)
Wagener born in Auckland

Harold Bernard (Hally)
Wagener born in Auckland

Edward returns to Australia,
taking his young family with
him, and a pregnant wife,
plus stepson Lu Leyland

St. Saviour's Church at Kaitaia consecrated

Thomas family moves from
Auckland to Herekino on the
coastal vessel 'Oreti’,
including 2 yr old Lillian

Thomas family moves from
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Percy
Melville
Wagener
born at
Maldon

Maud
Winifred
Wagener
born in
Gippsland,
VIC

Wilfred
Ernest
Wagener
born at
Maldon

At the
insistence of
his wife
Edward
Wagener 1
leaves
comfortable
Maldon for
NZ once
again

1891

Oct
1891

Feb
1890

Aug
1893

1895

1895

1897
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Herekino to Pukenui, on the
Houhora Harbour. Harold
Tahana Thomas born a few
days later, in a tent, with a
Maori midwife

First school
opens in
Houhora

Rev Joseph Matthews dies at Kaitaia at the
age of 87

In NZ they buy the Subritzky
homestead, largely to keep it
in the family. In Houhora
Edward worked as a
blacksmith, and dug gum
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Death of Louisa Wagener
(née Spanhake), wife of the
original Wagener, in
Maldon

Doris
Wagener 6
marries
Christopher
Roberts in
Victoria

John Henry
Benjamin
Wagener 8
joins the
Victorian
Police force,
giving his

Nov
1897

Dec
1899

1900

Abt
1900

Feb
1900

1901

Nov
1902

1903

Mar
1908
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Ludolph's wife Maria
Subritzky dies and is buried
on Mt. Camel (Louisa's
mother)

Kauri Gum became in demand and gum
diggers moved north by the thousands to
toil in the swamps. Most of this activity
was around Dargaville, at the head of the
Kaipara Harbour, and on the Aupouri
Peninsula, north of Kaitaia.

John Anton's wife Betsy
Subritzky dies in Awanui

Waiharara School opened in
Kaimaumau Rd

The vessel 'Elingamite’ strikes the Three
Kings Islands in fog and sinks; one
lifeboat reaches Houhora with 57
survivors.

Houhora Hotel, 'last pub north', is opened
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previous
occupation as

Blacksmith
Death of Edward Ferdinand Sep
Wagener, in Maldon 1908

Aug Bert Wagener marries Lillian
1910 Thomas at Pukenui

1911 Ngataki School opened

Oct John Anton Subritzky dies in
1912 Auckland

ldwide infl demic hi
Worldwide influenza epidemic 1j[s 1918 and New Zealand particularly badly.
Australia

Edward's wife Louisa

f;;gs Wagener dies and is buried
on Mt. Camel

Jul Edward Wagener dies and is

1944 buried on Mt. Camel

Waiharara School moved to present site

1949
beside main highway

This is the end of my story but there is still a wealth of information and stories in the
appendix so keep reading.
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